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INTRODUCTION TO ETHNIC STUDIES 
ETHN 100 
Fall 2008 

 
Professor: Jesse Mills     Office: Camino Modular Office 106 
Email: jessemills@sandiego.edu    Office Hours:       Mon. 11:30-1:30p  
Phone: (619) 260-7740 (x7740) Fax: (619) 260-7625          Tue. 9-12noon 
Mailbox: Ethnic Studies, CMO 102            or by appointment 
Class Meets:  M-W-F, 9:05-10:00, Camino Hall 031 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Ethnic Studies is a vibrant, interdisciplinary scholarly field generated from legacies of 
community-of-color resistance to discrimination, and born from undergraduate student activism 
in the late 1960s United States. This course analyzes the legacies of contact, conquest, and 
resistance that shape racial and ethnic relations in the Americas. We will examine both the 
strategies and consequences of such legacies with a special emphasis on the USD Ethnic Studies 
program fields “Identity and History”, “Creativity and Spirituality”, and “Institutions and 
Activism”. 
 
Readings are intended to introduce students to critical analysis. Lectures, discussions, and other 
course materials will provide a vocabulary and framework for critical thinking, writing, and 
speaking about race and ethnicity in the United States. Exams and written assignments will test 
students’ understanding of key concepts and authors, as well as ability to synthesize “across the 
texts.” 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
1. George Lipsitz. 2006. The Possessive Investment in Whiteness: How White People Profit from 
Identity Politics, Revised and Expanded Edition. Philadelphia: Temple University Press.  
 
2. Ronald T. Takaki. 2002. Debating Diversity: Clashing Perspectives on Race and Ethnicity in 
America. New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press.  
 
3. Course Reader Packet. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Exam 1     15% 
Exam 2     15% 
Exam 3     15% 
Project 1     10% 
Project 2     10% 
Project 3     20% 
Reflection Paper    5% 
Attendance     10% 
Participation Adjustment (can be up to ¼ grade increase) based on in-class and office hour  
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discussion that reveals serious engagement with course materials. 
 
3 Exams – (Weeks 5, 10, and 15) The exams will consist of some combination of multiple 
choice, short IDs and essays. 
 
Project 1 – (Due Friday, Oct 3) Project 1 is a 8 ½” x 11” graphic presentation of your own 
“intersectional” identity and a reflective essay (3-5p) explaining your process of selection and 
your sense of the importance of intersectionality. Thinking about some of the identity groups you 
belong to, design a graphic illustration of who you are and what makes that important in society. 
 
Project 2 – (Due Monday, Oct 27) Project 2 entails designing and “performing” a creative piece. 
Group collaboration is encouraged but not required. Select one of the following formats 
(additional formats will be considered on a case-by-case basis with instructor approval). 
Presentations will be grouped by format. The content of your creative piece should relate to 
ethnic studies themes (including but not limited to identity, history, culture, and social justice). 

Possible Creative Forms: 
-poem 
-dance 
-song 
-sermon 
-graphic art (painting, drawing, sculpture, etc.) 

 
*You will have a maximum of 5 minutes per person to present. 
 
Project 3 – (Due Wednesday, Dec 17, 10am) The Project 3 paper requires that each student be 
able to articulate the scope and meaning of the field of ethnic studies to a general audience. You 
will explain the field of ethnic studies by choosing one current or recent social issue, and 
describe and analyze it from the approach of Ethnic Studies. You must also include your own 
sense of the future of ethnic studies. There are multiple acceptable formats for this project, but it 
will have a creative and an analytic section. For your creative piece you can do a newspaper 
article, speech, or television commercial script (have other ideas? Check with me). Follow your 
creative piece with a separate 8-10 page research-based analysis of the creative piece and the 
issue. Be sure to draw from course materials and a minimum of three strong outside sources. 
 
Reflection Paper – (Due Friday, October 10) Attend the 6th Annual Eugene Labovitz Lecture on 
Wed Oct 8 at 6pm in UC Forum A/B and in 3 pages or less identify what you consider to be the 
3 most pressing course-related issues at USD. For each, state briefly what a “next step” might be 
to address that issue. 
 
Attendance and being on time are mandatory. Absences and tardiness will adversely affect your 
final grade. 
 
ADA Statement – Any student with a disability or condition that compromises her ability to 
complete course requirements should notify the professor as soon as possible. The professor will 
take all reasonable efforts to accommodate those needs. If, as a result of a disability, you cannot 
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accept the content or terms of this syllabus, notify the professor within one week of receiving 
syllabus. 

Academic Dishonesty – Scholastic dishonesty is any act by a student that misrepresents the 
student’s own academic work or that compromises the academic work of another. Examples 
include cheating on assignments or exams, unauthorized collaboration on assignments or exams, 
sabotaging another student’s work and plagiarizing. Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s 
work as your own, intentionally or not, by failing to put quotation marks around passages taken 
from a text or failing to properly cite quoted material. The University guideline for penalizing 
academic misconduct is determined by the professor of the course. Any act of academic 
dishonesty may result in one’s failing the course. 
 
Make up examinations and extensions may be granted in advance of a due date at the professor’s 
discretion. After-the-fact make ups will only be granted with written documentation (medical 
note, etc.) of an emergency or other extreme circumstance that prevented completing the task 
when scheduled. 
 
GRADING SCALE 
A 93.1+    Exemplary work (Outstanding and uncommon) 
A- 90.0-93.0   Excellent work (Close to flawless) 
B+ 87.0-89.9   Very good work (Notable) 
B 83.1-86.9   Good work (Several strengths are clear) 
B- 80.0-83.0   Well Above Average (Some very strong aspects) 
C+ 77.0-79.9   Above Average (Exceeds general expectations) 
C 73.1-76.9   Average (Expected level from a college freshman) 
C- 70.0-73.0   Nearly Average (Not quite up to expectations, but passing) 
D+ 67.0-69.9   Work not at expected average level, but very close 
D 63.1-66.9   Clearly below average and expectations 
D- 60.0-63.0   Work almost not at passing level, serious attention needed 
F 0.00-59.9   Failing/No Credit 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
(All reading assignments refer to required texts and are to be completed prior to class when listed) 
 

PART A: IDENTITY AND HISTORY 
 
WEEK ONE: (Sep 3-5) COURSE INTRODUCTION, RACE AND ETHNICITY 
Wed Sep 3 
-Syllabus 
 
Fri Sep 5 
☼ Takaki, p5-35 
☼ ® Gossett “Nineteenth-Century Anthropology” 
 
WEEK TWO: (Sep 8-12) RACIAL FORMATION AND WHITENESS  
Mon Sep 8 
☼ ® Omi & Winant, Ch4 
☼ ® Oliver and Shapiro, “Introduction” and “Race, Wealth, and Equality” 
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Wed Sep 10 
☼ Takaki, “Handlin”, “Takaki”, and “DuBois” articles (p87-117) 
 
Fri Sep 12 
☼ Lipsitz, Intro-Ch1 
 
WEEK THREE: (Sep 15-19)  
Mon Sep 15 
☼ Lipsitz, Ch2 & Ch5 
 
Wed Sep 17: REVISIONIST HISTORY: THE FRONTIER 
☼ Takaki, p37-74 
 
Fri Sep 19 
☼ Takaki, p75-85 
 
WEEK FOUR: (Sep 22-26) INTERSECTIONALITY I 
Mon Sep 22 
☼ ® Smith “Heteropatriarchy and the Three Pillars of White Supremacy: Rethinking Women of 
Color Organizing” 
☼ ® Smith “Introduction” and “Sexual Violence as a Tool of Genocide” 
 
Wed Sep 24 
☼ Takaki, p151-164 
 
Fri Sep 26 
☼ Takaki, 165-175 
 
WEEK FIVE: (Sep 29-Oct 3) ) INTERSECTIONALITY II 
Mon Sep 29 
*Exam 1, Monday Sept 29 
 
Wed Oct 1 
☼ Takaki, p255-268 
 
Fri Oct 3 
*Project 1, Fri Oct 3 
 

PART B: CREATIVITY AND SPIRITUALITY 
 
WEEK SIX: (Oct 6-10) CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING 
Mon Oct 6 
☼ ® Pulido “A Vocation of Space: Race and Ethnicity as a Responsible and Necessary 
Challenge to U.S. Catholic Education in the 21st Century” 
 
Wed Oct 8 
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☼ ® Fu “Serve the People and You Help Yourself” 
*6PM, Labovitz lecture, mandatory attendance, UC Forum A/B 
 
Fri Oct 10 
☼ ® Smith “Spiritual Appropriation as Sexual Violence” 
*Reflection Paper Due 
 
WEEK SEVEN: (Oct 13-17) POPULAR CULTURE, RACE AND CLASS 
Mon Oct 13 
☼ ® Hall “Notes on Deconstructing the Popular” 
 
Wed Oct 15 
☼ Lipsitz, Ch6 
 
Fri Oct 17 
-The Blues 
 
WEEK EIGHT: (Oct 20-24) ARTS AND COMMUNITY BUILDING 
Mon Oct 20 
☼ Lipsitz, Ch8 
 
Wed Oct 22 
☼ ® Dozier “Introduction”, “Bird Songs”, “Rock Art”, “Basketry”, and “Pottery” 
☼ ® Trask “Lovely Hula Hands” 
 
Fri Oct 24 
>Guest Feature: TBA 
 
WEEK NINE: (Oct 27-31) PERFORMANCES 
Mon Oct 27 
CLASS PERFORMANCES 
*Project 2, Mon Oct 27 
 
Wed Oct 29 
CLASS PERFORMANCES 
 
Fri Oct 31 
CLASS PERFORMANCES 
 
WEEK TEN: (Nov 3-7)  
Mon Nov 3 
*Exam 2, Mon Nov 3 
 

PART C: INSTITUTIONS AND ACTIVISM 
 
Wed Nov 5: IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALISM I 
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☼ Lipsitz, Ch3 
☼ Takaki, “Samuelson” and “Defrietas” articles (p217-223) 
 
Fri Nov 7 
☼ Takaki, “Almaguer” (p129-141) 
 
WEEK ELEVEN: (Nov 10-14) IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALISM II 
Mon Nov 10 
☼ ® Trask “Settlers of Color and ‘Immigrant’ Hegemony: ‘Locals’ in Hawai’I” 
>View: “New World Border” 
 
Wed Nov 12 
☼ Lipsitz, Ch4 
>View: “Dos Americas: The Reconstruction of New Orleans” 
 
Fri Nov 14 
☼ Lipsitz, Ch9 
 
WEEK TWELVE: (Nov 17-21) AFFIRMATIVE ACTION I 
Mon Nov 17 
☼ Lipsitz, Ch7 
 
Wed Nov 19 
☼ ® Moore “Introduction” and “The Grim Reality” 
 
Fri Nov 21 
☼ ® Lipson “Vicious Cycles” 
>View: “Affirmative Action Advocacy” 
 
 
WEEK THIRTEEN: (Nov 24-28) AFFIRMATIVE ACTION II 
Mon Nov 24 
☼ Takaki, “Pete Wilson”, “Tien” and “Glazer” articles (p244-254) 
>Guest Speaker, Christopher Wilson, USD Alumnus 
 
Wed Nov 26 
Thanksgiving Holiday NO CLASS 
 
Fri Nov 28 
Thanksgiving Holiday NO CLASS 
 
WEEK FOURTEEN: (Dec 1-5) MULTIRACIAL MOVEMENT BUILDING 
Mon Dec 1 
☼ Takaki “Nakashima” (p184-193) 
 
Wed Dec 3 
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☼ ® Rockquemore and Brunsma Ch3-4 
 
Fri Dec 5 
> Discussion and Group Work 
 
 WEEK FIFTEEN: (Dec 8-12) THE FUTURE OF ETHNIC STUDIES 
Mon Dec 8 
☼ Lipsitz, Ch10-End 
 
Wed Dec 10 
*Exam 3, Wednesday Dec 10 
 
Fri Dec 12 
>Final review session 
 
FINALS WEEK: 
*Project 3 Due Wed Dec 17 10a in CMO 102 or 106 


