BIOL 300L  -  Genetics Lab

Spring 2007

Instructor:  Dr. Terry Bird

Office: ST477    Lab:  ST453

Phone:  (619) 260-4671

Email:  tbird@sandiego.edu
Office hours:  Tues. 1:30-4 pm,

                         Wed. 9:30-12 noon

Lab meeting:  Thursday 2:30-6:30 pm

                       ST330

Course Description:

     This laboratory course examines classical and current experimental techniques and analyses used in genetic research.

Expectations:

     You will be expected to attend all labs.  Missed labs cannot be  made up, so EVERY effort should be made to attend ALL sections.  NO EXCEPTIONS.  Students that do not arrange prior approval for an absence, except in case of a medical emergency, will receive a zero for a missed lab.  Any student missing more than two labs will receive a failing letter grade for the course.

     Be advised that during the Drosophila experiments, you must monitor and maintain your fly stocks.  This WILL require significant time outside the scheduled class period.  

     Preparation prior to class is essential for completion and comprehension of the complicated experiments we will be conducting this semester.  Each week you will be required to answer assigned pre-lab questions before class.  These questions are worth 5 points and will be submitted along with your weekly lab report.  

Grading:

     The majority of your grade is based on lab reports.  Unless otherwise noted, lab reports are due at the beginning of class the week after the experiment is completed.  Late lab reports will be accepted with a penalty of -5 points for each day past due.  As the time commitment required for this class is significant, there will be no midterms or final exam.

Lab Reports #1, 2, 4-8, 10 (35 points each)……………………… 280

                                  Lab Report #3 ……………………………………………………… 140

                                  Lab Report #9………………………………………………………… 60

                                  Lab Report #11 ……………………………………………………… 20

                                                                                               Total: 500 points             

     Lab reports must be typed.  Complete sentences, good grammar and accurate spelling are expected as they contribute to the overall quality of the report and will affect your grade.     

     Your final letter grade will be determined from your point total as follows:

A   =  93% and above

                 A- =  <93 – 90%

                 B+ =  <90 – 88%

                 B   =  < 88 – 83%

                 B- =  <83 – 80%

           C+ =  <80 - 78%

           C   =  <78 – 73%

           C- =  <73 – 70%

           D   =  <70 – 60%

           F   =  <60%

     Be advised that a grade of C- or below is considered to be unsatisfactory.  Please do not hesitate to see me if you are having any difficulty with course material.  I will do my best to help you.

Group work / Academic honesty:

     Throughout the semester you will be working in groups.  While collaboration on lab reports is natural in a group format, each student is expected to submit a unique lab report.  In particular, data analysis (tables, charts, etc.) must be individual work.  Too many similarities between lab reports may result in loss of points.  Copying verbatim from the lab manual or textbook is plagiarism and will result in the loss of significant points or even a zero.  Copying from old lab reports of fellow students is considered cheating and offending students will receive a zero on the lab report.

Lab Policy:

     BIOL 300L is a cell phone free laboratory.  Please turn off and put away your cell phone before the start of each lab meeting.

