
ACADEMIC AWARDS
Recipients of the Irvin J. Kahn, Dean’s Comparative Law Award, Paul, Plevin, Sullivan & Connaughton, LLP, 
and Dean’s Tax Scholar awards also will have their names engraved on perpetual plaques which remain on 
display in the law school.

VALEDICTORIAN AWARD
For the highest cumulative grade point average overall.
Emily G. Narum

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD FOR THE HIGHEST CUMULATIVE  
GRADE POINT AVERAGE, FULL-TIME DIVISION
Emily G. Narum

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD FOR THE HIGHEST CUMULATIVE  
GRADE POINT AVERAGE, PART-TIME DIVISION
Nathan N. Kiyam

MASTER OF LAWS: DEAN’S COMPARATIVE LAW AWARD
For the highest cumulative grade point average in the Master of Laws in Comparative Law program.

David Hoetzel

MASTER OF LAWS: DEAN’S TAX SCHOLAR
For the highest cumulative grade point average in the Master of Laws in Taxation program.

Joseph Anthony Mandry III

JUDGE GERALD BROWN PROGRESS AWARD
For the student with the greatest increase in grade point average, from first year to graduation.

Matthew Robert La Terza

IRVIN J. KAHN AWARD
For the outstanding student in real property courses.

Alyssa B. Kiley

PAUL, PLEVIN, SULLIVAN & CONNAUGHTON, LLP AWARD
For the highest cumulative grade point average in the employment and labor law concentration.

Keia James Atkinson (Tie)
H. Daniel Haro (Tie)

VIRGINIA C. NELSON GRADUATION PRIZE IN ADVANCED ADVOCACY
For the outstanding student in advanced advocacy courses.

Jake Maximillian Kuhn

This program recognizes recipients of academic honors and awards, and various service, clinic and advocacy awards 
for 2016-17. Congratulations to all of the students who have attained these distinctions.

ACADEMIC HONORS (Degree Honors)
In accord with the Academic Rules of the University of San Diego School of Law, degree honors are conferred 
upon those students who distinguish themselves by their academic achievement.  

CUM LAUDE
Vivian Adriana Adame
Philip Baker Adams
Jeremy Andrew Barbanell
Emily R. Bishop
Andrew James Chaffee (LLM)
Paige Denise Chretien
Daniel Max Doft
Andrew Brian Dorr
John-Paul Robert Fryckman
Danielle R. Gigli
Leanne Alyssa Gould
Taylor Thornton Holmes
Bradley G. Jubber
Alyssa B. Kiley
Felicia Limei Kit
David J. Kowalczyk
Shelby Kathryn Kroeger
Stephen Robert Lee (LLM)
Scott P. Leimgruber
Bijon Ali Mostoufi
David Alan Nauss
Evan John Newman
Frederick Thomas Charles Pollock 
(LLM)
Brandon Laurent Rebboah
Melissa Harly Rose
Jeffrey Thomas Sheriff
Nicole Elizabeth Stenoish
Megan Elizabeth Stromen

ORDER OF THE COIF
Steeped in the history of serjeants-at-law in medieval England, the American Order of the Coif dates back to 
1902 and is the preeminent honor society for recognition of high academic attainment in the study of law. 
Membership in Coif is limited to those students in the top 10 percent of the graduating class.

H. Daniel Haro
Macaulay Woolf Ivory
Benjamin Scott Kagel
Ryan Matthew Kelly
Nathan N. Kiyam
Ke Liu
Erin Patricia Lupfer
Amber Dawn McKonly

SERVICE AWARDS
USD ENHANCEMENT AWARD
For the outstanding graduates who exemplify leadership and have improved and enriched the USD law  
community.

Erin Patricia Lupfer
Shane Patrick Tobin

ALEC L. CORY PRO BONO AWARD
For contributions to pro bono causes during law school.

Geoffrey W. Sorkin

PRO BONO SERVICE RECOGNITION
The Pro Bono Service Recognition is given to those students who have completed 100 hours or more of pro 
bono legal service during their law school career.

Lauren S. Titchbourne
Shane Patrick Tobin
Audrey Marie Wood
Shanshan Yu

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
David Hoetzel (LLM)
Macaulay Woolf Ivory
Nathan N. Kiyam
Erin Patricia Lupfer
Joseph Anthony Mandry III (LLM)
Emily G. Narum

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Colton Nicholas Addy
Sejin Quinn Ahn
Joseph Christian Anagnos
Celia Bautista Andersen (LLM)
Keia James Atkinson
Jessica Marie Boujikian
John Karl Erickson
Andrew Scott Green
Charles David Grosenick
H. Daniel Haro
Benjamin Scott Kagel
Ryan Matthew Kelly
Ke Liu
Amber Dawn McKonly
Amina Mousa
Shannon Frances Nocon
Jordan Elizabeth Ondatje
Emily F. Reber
Amalea Alicia Romero
Cassandra Lynn Wells

Colton Nicholas Addy
Sejin Quinn Ahn
Joseph Christian Anagnos
Keia James Atkinson
Jessica Marie Boujikian
John Karl Erickson
Andrew Scott Green
Charles David Grosenick

Philip Baker Adams
Asal Kristal Alipanah
Catarina Amaral Barr (LLM)
Jessica Marie Boujikian 
Patrick T. Carden, Jr.
Jonathan J. Choi
Benjamin Pierce Cooper
Talia Marie Cortese
Patricia Marie Darlin
Ashley Elizabeth Foote
Michelle Frances Garber
Samantha Paige Golseth
David Gravich
Lauren LaVonne Harris
Daniel James Hunt Jr.
David J. Kowalczyk
Shelby Kathryn Kroeger 
William M. Lange
Michelle Elizabeth Loakes
Michael C. Locker
Amanda Marie Lomnicky 
Erin Patricia Lupfer

Susan Ashley McClay 
Carlos Francisco Meza
Jason W. Mitchell
Shirin Nina Moussavi
Erin Kathleen Muniga
Christopher E. Nichols
Shannon Frances Nocon
Meghan Louise O’Brien 
Harper Otawka
Rachel Emily Pence
Ivan Perez-Medina
Emily F. Reber
Monique Rohani
Megan Caroline Rutkowski
Leanne Skirzynski 
Andrea Karin Sloboda
Alexis Smith
Jens Royal Sorensen
Geoffrey W. Sorkin
Nicole Elizabeth Stenoish
Ainslie Katrice Tarr
Shane Patrick Tobin

Jordan Ryan Turner
Sean Kipling Wade
Douglas J. Winter
Audrey Marie Wood
Derrick Insung Yong
Shanshan Yu

Amina Mousa
Emily G. Narum
Shannon Frances Nocon
Jordan Elizabeth Ondatje
Emily F. Reber
Amalea Alicia Romero
Cassandra Lynn Wells
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Academic Honors & Awards

ADVOCACY AWARDS
CENTER FOR PUBLIC INTEREST LAW’S  
OUTSTANDING PUBLIC INTEREST ADVOCATE AWARD
For outstanding external advocacy in the legislature, courts, or before administrative agencies. 

Matthew Robert La Terza

CENTER FOR PUBLIC INTEREST LAW’S OUTSTANDING  
CONTRIBUTOR TO THE CALIFORNIA REGULATORY LAW REPORTER
For contributions to the journal that monitors the activities of California’s major regulatory agencies.

Amalea Alicia Romero

CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY INSTITUTE’S JAMES A. D’ANGELO 
OUTSTANDING CHILD ADVOCATE AWARD
For the graduates who have demonstrated the special skills, knowledge, and dedication  
necessary to be effective child advocates. 

Patricia Marie Darlin
Lauren LaVonne Harris
Alexa Faye Katz
Rachel Emily Pence

COMMUNITY DEFENDERS AWARD
For commitment to constitutional protections in indigent criminal defense.

Samantha Paige Golseth
David Gravich

ORDER OF BARRISTERS
For demonstrated excellence in appellate and/or trial advocacy.  

Keia James Atkinson
Jessica Marie Boujikian
William Michael Lange
Erin Patricia Lupfer
Susan Ashley McClay
David Alan Nauss
Shannon Frances Nocon
Lauren Stockunas
Shane Patrick Tobin

	 Statue of Justice: Shane Patrick Tobin

MICHAEL T. THORSNES TRIAL ADVOCACY AWARD
For the outstanding National Mock Trial team member.

William M. Lange

CLINIC AWARDS
OUTSTANDING APPELLATE CLINIC INTERN
Felicia Limei Kit

OUTSTANDING CIVIL CLINIC INTERN
Carmen L. Cave

OUTSTANDING EDUCATION & DISABILITY CLINIC INTERN
Patricia Marie Darlin

OUTSTANDING ENTREPRENEURSHIP CLINIC INTERN
Leanne Alyssa Gould

OUTSTANDING FEDERAL TAX CLINIC INTERN
Dana Isabel Yee

OUTSTANDING IMMIGRATION CLINIC INTERN
Andrea Karin Sloboda

OUTSTANDING STATE INCOME TAX CLINIC INTERN
Katherine Nicole Castro

OUTSTANDING STATE SALES & USE TAX CLINIC INTERN
Jacob Victor Subbotin

OUTSTANDING VETERANS CLINIC INTERN
Samantha Paige Golseth

OUTSTANDING WORKERS’ RIGHTS CLINIC INTERN
Harper M. Otawka


