
ALTERNATIVES TO 
WESTLAW AND LEXIS

( O R  F R E E  I N T E R N E T  S O U R C E S  T H A T  C A N  H E L P  
Y O U  D O  Y O U R  R E S E A R C H )



 Unrestricted access to everything ends when you 
graduate

 Limitations on WestlawNext while in school

 Attorneys use free sites to supplement their 
WL/Lexis research

 Clients don’t want to pay for “research”

 Lexis/WL may not have what you need



What can you expect to find?

 Legislative: codes, legislative history

 Courts: caselaw, court rules, jury instructions, forms

 Legal portals and low-cost subscription services

 Agency materials

 Non-legal information: census, statistics, news



Primary source materials: legislative

Federal

 Congress. Gov / THOMAS 

http://beta.congress.gov/
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.php




Primary source materials: legislative

Federal

 Congress.gov / THOMAS

 Fdsys

 Provides information from all 3 branches of the federal 
government

 USC, CFR, FR, select U.S. Courts Opinions (since 2004)

 Legislative history: bills, hearings, reports, documents

http://beta.congress.gov/
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.php
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/




Primary source materials: legislative

Federal
 Congress.gov / THOMAS
 Fdsys

 Provides information from all 3 branches of the federal government
 USC, CFR, FR, select U.S. Courts Opinions (since 2004)
 Legislative history: bills, hearings, reports, documents

California
 California Legislature (go here for committee activity)
 California Legislative Information (new site)
 California Legislative Counsel (old site)

 Current Cal. Code
 Legislative histories (1993/1994 session to present on old site; 

1999/2000 on new site)

http://beta.congress.gov/
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.php
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/
http://www.legislature.ca.gov/
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/index.html


Primary source materials: local codes

Municipal codes: 

 San Diego Municipal Code: http://www.sandiego.gov/city-
clerk/officialdocs/legisdocs/muni.shtml

 Municipal codes for other cities: 

http://www.municode.com/Library

County Codes:

 San Diego County Code 

 Other counties in California 

http://www.sandiego.gov/city-clerk/officialdocs/legisdocs/muni.shtml
http://www.municode.com/Library
http://www.amlegal.com/library/ca/sandiegoco.shtml
http://www.amlegal.com/library/ca/index.shtml


Primary source materials: courts

State
 California Courts

 Published opinions (1850-present)

 Unpublished opinions (last 60 days)

 Self-help

http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions-slip.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions-nonpub.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp.htm






Primary source materials: courts

State
 California Courts

 Published opinions (1850-present)

 Unpublished opinions (last 60 days)

 Self-help pages

 Judicial Council forms

http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions-slip.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions-nonpub.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/forms.htm


Primary source materials: courts

State
 California Courts

 Published opinions (1850-present)

 Unpublished opinions (last 60 days)

 Self-help pages

 Judicial Council forms

 Jury instructions

http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions-slip.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions-nonpub.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/forms.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/966.htm


Primary source materials: courts

State
 California Courts

 Published opinions (1850-present)

 Unpublished opinions (last 60 days)

 Self-help pages

 Judicial Council forms

 Jury instructions

 Court rules

http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions-slip.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions-nonpub.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/forms.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/966.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/rules.htm


Primary source materials: courts

State
 California Courts

 Published opinions (1850-present)

 Unpublished opinions (last 60 days)

 Self-help pages

 Court rules

 Judicial Council forms

 Jury instructions

 San Diego Superior Court

 Local Rules & Forms

http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions-slip.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions-nonpub.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/rules.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/forms.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/966.htm
http://www.sdcourt.ca.gov/portal/page?_pageid=55,1&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL


Primary source materials: courts

State
 California Courts
 Published opinions (1850-present)

 Unpublished opinions (last 60 days)

 Self-help pages

 Court rules

 Judicial Council forms

 Jury instructions

 San Diego Superior Court
 Local Rules & Forms

 National Center for State Courts
 Link to other state court sites to access forms, rules, etc.

http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions-slip.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/opinions-nonpub.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/rules.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/forms.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/966.htm
http://www.sdcourt.ca.gov/portal/page?_pageid=55,1&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
http://www.ncsc.org/Information-and-Resources/Browse-by-State/State-Court-Websites.aspx


Primary source materials: courts

Federal Courts

 U.S. Courts: Federal Rules & Forms

http://www.uscourts.gov/RulesAndPolicies/FederalRulemaking/RulesAndForms.aspx


Primary source materials: courts

Federal Courts

 U.S. Courts page: Federal Rules & Forms

 PACER: federal case and docket information from 
appellate, district & bankruptcy courts.  Access 
through:

 www.pacer.gov

 Court website—look for CM/ECF link

 Also accessible through Bloomberg Law

http://www.uscourts.gov/RulesAndPolicies/FederalRulemaking/RulesAndForms.aspx
http://www.pacer.gov/
http://www.pacer.gov/


Low-Cost Subscription Services



CasemakerX

Federal & state caselaw, statutes, 
regulations, attorney general opinions, jury 
instructions, court rules, etc.

CASEMAKERdigest

CaseCheck: Casemaker’s version of Keycite
or Shepard’s

CITEcheck: upload your brief for cite-
checking

Legal Research Center (fee-based)

http://www.casemakerx.com




Practical Law Company

 Free to law students (access through WL)

 Provides legal know-how for transactional matters (litigation 
will be added)

 Find overviews of different practice areas, including finance, 
corporate, employment, IP, real estate, tax, etc.

 Model documents with drafting and practice tips                                                                              

http://us.practicallaw.com/




Google Scholar

 Quick and easy

 “How cited” feature allows you to find similar cases
 NOT a substitute for Shepard’s or KeyCite

 Does not work for unpublished cases

 Coverage 
 State appellate and supreme court decisions (since 1950)

 Federal district, appellate, tax, and bankruptcy decision (since 
1923)

 U.S. Supreme court decisions (since 1791)

 No codes, court rules, etc.

http://scholar.google.com/


General Legal

 Cornell LII
 Federal & state cases & codes, regulations, rules

 Public Library of Law
 State cases (1997 to present); also Supreme Court & U.S. 

Courts of Appeals cases

 Federal and state codes, regulations, court rules, constitutions, 
legal forms (U.S. Legal Form)

 Public Law Library Links page
 Maintained by the Cal. County & Court Libraries

 Self-help materials, excellent links list

http://www.law.cornell.edu/
http://www.plol.org/Pages/Search.aspx
http://www.publiclawlibrary.org/law-libraries/


Agency websites

 What they provide:
 Administrative decisions

 Legislation & regulations

 Legal news

 CA.gov provides links to Cal. state agency websites
 Cal. Office of Administrative Law provides free access to the 

California Code of Regulations (CCRs)

 USA.gov provides links to federal agency websites

http://www.ca.gov/
http://www.oal.ca.gov/CCR.htm
http://www.usa.gov/directory/federal/index.shtml?id=60031


Non-legal information

 Statistics
 Census.gov

 Demographic information about the U.S. population—age,  income, education, 
household makeup, etc.

 FedStats
 Statistics collected from government agencies—agriculture, industry taxation, 

airfare, birth rates, etc.

 U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
 Bureau of Justice Statistics
 SEC Edgar

 Financial data on publicly-traded companies

 Newspapers
 San Diego Public Library (need a library card to access): LA Times, 

NYTimes, SD UnionTrib, Newspaper Source Plus
 Onlinenewspapers.com, ipl.org

http://www.census.gov/
http://www.fedstats.gov/
http://www.bls.gov/
http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/
http://www.sec.gov/edgar.shtml
http://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/index.shtml
http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/usstate/usatable.htm
http://www.ipl.org/

