
   
 

"Thank you so much for your support and belief  in me, as you have 
lightened my financial burden and have helped me focus more on my 

schoolwork and volunteer pursuits.” 
 

– Yasmine Kalhor 
  Dean and Professor Law, Donald Weckstein Scholarship Recipient 

 
 

“Thank you so much for your generosity — it means the world to me, 
and inspires me to carry on your tradition of   
giving when I become a successful attorney.” 

 
– Sara Pike 

Bruce D. & Laurie S. Poole Transactional Law Scholarship Recipient 
 
 

“Thank you for your generosity and for believing in me. I promise to 
honor your financial support by staying relentless in my personal and 

civic pursuits.” 
 

– Carson Williams 
Alan H and Deb S. Barbanel Scholarship Fund 

For more informaƟon about giving to  
the law school's scholarship funds  

or about starƟng your own scholarship,  
please contact: 

Debbie Rider, Director of Development  
(619) 260‐5955 or djrider@sandiego.edu 

 

The Dean’s Scholarship Initiative has 
heightened the law school's focus on providing 
multi-year scholarships to ensure that qualified stu-
dents from all backgrounds have the  
opportunity to come to USD School of  Law and  
graduate without excessive debt burdens that limit their 
opportunities to pursue the legal careers of  their 
choosing.   

  

"After our first year offering a named scholarship for  
USD School of  Law, we have noticed an increase in  

awareness of  our firm among students and recent graduates. 
  

This puts us in a stronger position as we recruit and  
grow in the community. We have always had a mutually  
beneficial relationship with the school, but now we feel  
even more like a partner. We’re here in the San Diego  
community for the long-term, and participating in the  

named scholarship program allows us to shape and  
steer our future legal community.” 

 
 – Ronson J. Shamoun ’98 (BA), ’02 (JD), ’03 (LLM) 
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“I am so thankful that 
the scholarships I  
received allowed me 
to focus on my goals 
rather than solely 
making ends meet."  

‐ Sarah E. Orloff ’16 



 

 

 

It’s Easy! How the Named Scholarship Works 
ProspecƟve named scholarship donors should iniƟally meet  

with Debbie Rider, Director of Development, to: 
 

 Learn the many benefits of the named scholarship program 
 

 IdenƟfy potenƟal objecƟves of scholarship – consider what you would 
like to accomplish with the scholarship; decide whether the scholar‐
ship should be need and/or merit based 
 

 Match the donaƟon to our current recruiƟng or retenƟon needs  
($5,000 minimum to establish a named scholarship) 
 

 Celebrate your newly established award and meet your student 
recipient at USD’s annual Scholarship AppreciaƟon Luncheon 

 

Benefits for Firms and Companies 
Once awards are made, donors will receive a series of  

benefits throughout the year, including: 
 

 Firm recogniƟon on USD promoƟonal materials, including law school 
website, electronic boards, donor honor roll, and donor impact report 
 

 Name recogniƟon among current law students and alumni 
 

 Tax benefits — funding a scholarship as a markeƟng tool for your firm 
may be tax deducƟble as a business expense 
 

 InvitaƟon to meet your scholarship recipient at the University’s Schol‐
arship AppreciaƟon Luncheon 

 
Our message to individuals, as well as local and regional law firms, considering 

funding a named scholar is “Try it!” 
 

We believe you will see the mulƟple benefits of the program, including in‐
creased markeƟng visibility, community recogniƟon for leadership and en‐

hanced opportuniƟes for you to recruit top law students 

Examples of Named Scholarships Include: 
 

Reynard Family Scholarship  
The Reynard Family Scholarship was created to support a 2nd, 3rd or 4th year 
law student who came to USD with unique life experiences that have served as 
the inspiraƟon for the student's desire to study law with specific intent at USD 
School of Law, with the ulƟmate goal to make the world a beƩer place through 
pracƟce in any one of the following areas: Environmental Law, Entrepreneurship, 
Trans/Border TransacƟons, Human Rights, or Children’s Advocacy 
 

Blanchard, Krasner & French Scholarship 
Three scholarships are awarded to conƟnuing law students who demonstrate  
financial need. 
 

David S. Casey Trial Advocacy Scholarship 
Two scholarships will be awarded to students showing promise in trial  advocacy 
through achievements in connecƟon with the Mock Trial Team, disƟncƟon in 
class work related to trial advocacy, or other such indicia of promise.  
 

LGBTQ Alumni Law Scholarship 
This annual scholarship is awarded to a law student who is a member of the 
LGBTQ community or has demonstrated a commitment to the LGBTQ  communi‐
ty.  LGBTQ law alumni intend for this scholarship to be awarded to an LGBTQ 
student at USD School of Law, including entering 1L students, who has demon‐
strated a commitment to advancing LGBTQ issues. Preference is given to stu‐
dents who have overcome challenges in pursuit of their educaƟon.  

Higgs, Fletcher, and Mack LLP Diversity Scholarship 
In Honor of Craig Higgs 
This scholarship is awarded to a student who has a demonstrated  
commitment to serving diverse communiƟes. The scholarship supports  
the firm’s efforts to promote diversity in the San Diego legal community  
and will be provided to a third (or fourth) year law student. 
 

Ronson J. Shamoun RJS LAW Tax Scholarship 
This scholarship is awarded to one or more student(s) each  academic year who 
have graduated in good standing from USD School of Law and who have been 
accepted to its graduate program in tax.  The purpose of the scholarship is to 
provide  scholarship support for a USD law school graduate who wishes to pur‐
sue an LLM degree in tax. 
 

The Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves and Savitch Tax      
Scholarship  
This scholarship is given to LLM students and is based on the merits of  the       
applicant’s scholasƟc and professional experience, as demonstrated by the      
contents of the applicant’s admission file. 

 

Background 
USD School of Law offers a variety of scholarships based on merit to  
entering students. Students with strong academic backgrounds,  
outstanding professional or extracurricular achievements, financial need 
and significant undergraduate cumulaƟve GPAs and LSAT scores are  
automaƟcally considered for these entering awards. Scholarship awards 
range from $5,000 to approximately 85% tuiƟon. USD School of Law 
offers both one‐year, as well as renewable scholarships. Currently, more 
than $15,000,000 is spent annually on scholarships and over 80% of USD 
students receive financial support.  
 

USD School of Law Named Scholarships 
USD School of Law alumni and supporters contribute to 118 privately‐
funded annual named scholarships. Annually awarded scholarships sup‐
port students in both the full‐Ɵme and part‐Ɵme programs. The criteria 
and amount of money awarded for these scholarships vary due to the 
amount of funding and endowment  earnings, as well as donors’ prefer‐
ences and restricƟons. These scholarships are criƟcal to the recruitment 
and retenƟon of outstanding  students and are carefully coordinated 
with other financial aid. Named scholarships are typically awarded to 
students for academic performance, leadership and/or need, though 
many have other criteria designated by the donor. 
 

Campaign for AddiƟonal Named Scholarships 
As part of the Dean’s Scholarship iniƟaƟve, the law school aims to in‐
crease the number of privately‐funded scholarships. Scholarship funds  
enable the law school to remain compeƟƟve in the recruitment and  
retenƟon of a highly‐qualified and diverse student body.  By recruiƟng 
strong leaders, we invest in the future of our law school and build upon 
the strong reputaƟon of USD School of Law.  


