
From: Law Dean <lawdean@sandiego.edu> 
Date: Mon, Apr 27, 2020 at 1:49 PM 
Subject: Supreme Court Announcement re July Bar Exam: Moved to September and To Be Administered 
Online 
To: Law Dean <lawdean@sandiego.edu> 

Graduating Students: 

Attached is the letter the Supreme Court sent to the Board of Trustees of the State Bar today regarding 
the July 2020 Bar Examination.  The Court’s approved “course of action” for the exam includes the 
following: 

1. The postponement of the July 2020 exam until September 9-10. 
2. Instructing the State Bar to “make every effort possible” to administer the exam online with 

remote and/or electronic proctoring. 
3. Allowing registrants until September 8 to withdraw from taking the September exam and 

receive a full refund of test fees. 
4. Requiring the State Bar to “undertake every possible effort” to provide results of the exam by 

December 31. 

What is not clear is what happens if the exam cannot be administered online in September.  The Court 
simply states that, in such an event, it “may consider altering or amending these directives.”  Notably, no 
mention is made of potentially allowing an emergency diploma privilege or temporary license to practice 
to 2020 graduates in the event that the exam as an online administration is not possible in September or 
the exam is otherwise postponed.   

In sum, other than confirming that there will be no in-person administration of the bar exam in July 2020, 
the Court’s letter leaves open some uncertainty about when and how the next bar exam will be 
administered.  At this point, it would be advisable to prepare for the online administration of the bar exam 
on September 9-10.  As the Court has ordered the State Bar to submit a work plan for the September 
exam by May 11, more information should be available then. 

The School of Law’s Office of Academic Success and Bar Programs (ASBP) is in the process of 
developing suggested bar exam study plans based on the new September 9-10 administration dates.  We 
expect to be able to send you these study plans to graduates before the end of final exams.  ASBP will 
also remain available for your specific  questions and bar exam preparation support. 

For further information, please refer to the State Bar of California’s Admissions website.  We will also be 
sending you emails with updates from the State Bar as soon as we receive them. 

Best wishes, 

Stephen C. Ferruolo 
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