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Subject: Announcement: Spring 2021 Remote Start 
To: Law Dean <lawdean@sandiego.edu> 
 
 

To Our Law Faculty and Students: 
 
As you know, the COVID-19 virus has reached unprecedented levels.  Therefore, USD School 
of Law will be following the university’s plan to have the first week of all classes taught 100% 
remotely the week of January 11-18, 2021.  This decision is based on the USD requirement 
that any student attending any class(es) in person will be required to take a COVID-19 test in San 
Diego County before being allowed to return to campus.  USD will be setting up on-site testing 
for this purpose, which is expected to be available to employees as well. 
 
Additionally, because we expect that San Diego County will be in the purple (highest) 
tier after the shutdown ends (currently ends in late December) and because it takes five 
weeks for a region to leave the purple tier after that – best case – we believe USD School 
of Law will be mandated to hold only online classes for the complete month of January, 
at a minimum.  Along with many of you, I sincerely regret the need for this.     
 
Currently, the plan is to return to campus for limited hybrid/in person classes as scheduled 
when and if conditions improve at some point.  We are carefully watching the current 
conditions and county/state guidelines, which we will follow.  Even if we need to go beyond the 
first month remotely, we will move to hybrid or in-person (as originally scheduled for some 
classes) when we are able, assuming it is not near the end of the semester. 
 
This is challenging for all of us and your understanding is appreciated. 
 
Stay healthy, 
 
Dean Dalton 
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Interim Dean and Professor of Law 
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