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Dear Students, 
 
Welcome back to a new semester!  I hope that the break offered you some opportunity for rest 
and recuperation.  Today we greet 17 new students, as well as our returning students, faculty, and 
staff. 
 
I am honored and excited to be joining this extraordinary community as your new dean.  During 
the interview process, I was continually impressed with your character, your dedication to 
pursuing justice, and your commitment to the School of Law and to each other.  Over the days 
and weeks ahead, I look forward to spending more time together, at least virtually. I am sorry that 
we cannot be together in person. 
 
COVID has caused great disruptions, and our thoughts are with those who suffer or have 
suffered from the disease and with their family and friends.  While we will continue to face 
challenges for the near future, please know that the faculty and staff remain deeply committed to 
ensuring that you have an outstanding legal education, whatever the circumstances.  We are 
dedicated to your success now and in the future.  Recent events have reminded us again of the 
critical importance of promoting the rule of law.  As members of the legal profession, we all have 
a vital role in sustaining our democratic institutions and in advancing the cause of justice.  We are 
enthusiastic about working together as you prepare for your role as skilled practitioners in your 
chosen fields and as leaders in society. 
 
The health and safety of our students, faculty, staff, and community neighbors remain our top 
priority.  As you know, we are beginning classes completely in remote format in accordance with 
state guidelines.  If and when those guidelines change, we will reevaluate the situation.  In any 
case students and faculty who feel more comfortable remaining virtual for the spring will have 
that option. 
 
Despite the challenges we face, I know that the semester will offer many exciting opportunities 
both in the classroom, whether virtual or real, and outside of class as well.  I encourage you to 
participate in one of our 50 student organizations as well as special events throughout the 
semester. 
 
I want to thank Dean Stephen Ferruolo for his long and exceptional leadership and Dean 
Margaret Dalton for her exemplary service as Interim Dean and her continuing work as Vice 
Dean.  They have been tireless in their efforts to support our students and have done so much to 
advance this superb school. 
 
Best wishes for a happy and healthy 2021. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Dean Robert Schapiro 
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