
With its close proximity to the Mexican border, USD School of Law is the perfect place to study 
immigration law. Students can gain practical experience through USD’s Immigration Clinic, one 
of the direct client-service clinics USD School of Law offers.

Through the clinic, students will:

 • Interview, counsel, and represent clients with immigration-related problems, including
immigrating family members, work authorization, naturalization, derivative citizenship, deferred
action (such as DACA—Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals), U visa for crime victims, and
VAWA for domestic violence and abuse victims

 • Complete forms and draft documents on behalf of clients

 • Assist with immigration matters before U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services and the U.S.
Department of State

 • Meet weekly with the clinic supervising attorney to discuss immigration law, practical
application, and casework

IMMIGRATION LAW LAW.SANDIEGO.EDU

USD Immigration Law Fast Facts

Number of hours logged by student interns from fall 2019 to summer 2020: 1,866 hours 

Estimated monetary value of free legal services provided to low-income clients by student 

interns from fall 2019 to summer 2020: $326,550



Nicole Cohen, USD Law student 

“At USD’s Immigration Clinic, I worked 
closely with a supervising attorney and 
learned how to effectively advise clients 
in a one-on-one setting and manage their 
cases. The clinic provided me with the 
education and skills needed to confidently 
and competently render immigration 
law services. As a Latina, it was especially 
rewarding to serve clients from diverse 
backgrounds. I worked directly with clients 
to gather background and biographical 
information, fill out U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS) forms, draft 
memos, put together application packets, 
and submit application packets to USCIS.”

Sandra Wagner, ‘77(JD), 
Supervising Attorney, USD School of Law 
Immigration Clinic

“Through the Immigration Clinic, students gain 
hands-on experience in real-world immigration 
cases through intake, preparation, and 
resolution. Students also gain an appreciation 
of a complex area of law and the steps 
involved in evaluating potential avenues of 
relief. They acquire experience in timekeeping, 
client communication, and follow-up as well 
as using research tools, all of which will serve 
them well in their future legal careers.” 
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