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FAFSA, California Dream Act Application, or USD Dream Act Application? 

You must submit the FAFSA if: You are a United States citizen, a U.S. national, or a lawful permanent 

resident with an I-151, I-551, or I-551C (Permanent Resident Card), or you are in one of the following 

categories:  

 Persons with an Arrival-Departure Record (I-94) from U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services

(USCIS) showing one of the following designations:

o “Refugee”

o “Asylum Granted”

o “Cuban or Haitian Entrant"

o “Conditional Entrant” (granted before April 1, 1980)

o Victims of Human trafficking, T-Visa holder (T-2, T-3, or T-4, etc.) or letter/certification

from the Office of Refugee Resettlement

o Parolees (with evidence from USCIS that you are in the United States for other than a

temporary purpose and intend to become a U.S. Citizen or lawful permanent resident)

o A “qualified” Battered Immigrant as described at

http://ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/GEN1007.html

 A citizen of the Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Republic of Palau, or Swain’s
Island.

You must file the California Dream Act Application if you are a person who meets all of the following 
eligibility criteria:  

 You are not eligible to file the FAFSA

 You attended at least three full years in a California public or private high school, or you
graduated from a California high school with the equivalent of 3 or more years of credits and
have 3 or more years of cumulative attendance at a California elementary or secondary school

 Graduated or will graduate from a California high school or attainment of General Education
Development (GED), High School Equivalency Test (HiSET), or Test Assessing Secondary
Completion (TASC), and

 If you are without lawful immigration status, you will file an affidavit with your college stating
that you have filed an application to legalize your immigration status, or will file an application
as soon as you are eligible to do so. Students who have completed the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) process should complete the Dream Act Application even if they have
a Social Security number.

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
http://ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/GEN1007.html
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/
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You must file the USD Dream Act Application if you are a person who meets all of the following 
eligibility criteria:  

 You are not eligible to file the FAFSA or the California Dream Act Application, and 

 You attended at least three full years in a public or private high school in any U.S. state other 
than California, or you graduated from a U.S. high school with the equivalent of 3 or more years 
of credits and have 3 or more years of cumulative attendance at a U.S. elementary or secondary 
school, or 

 Graduated or will graduate from a U.S. high school or attainment of General Education 
Development (GED), High School Equivalency Test (HiSET), or Test Assessing Secondary 
Completion (TASC), and  

 If you are without lawful immigration status, you will file an affidavit with USD stating that you 
have filed an application to legalize your immigration status, or will file an application as soon as 
you are eligible to do so. Students who have completed the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) process should complete the USD Dream Act Application even if they have a 
Social Security number. 

 
Do you hold a United States VISA? The following students cannot receive federal financial aid through 
the FAFSA, state financial aid through the California Dream Act Application, or need-based USD financial 
aid and should contact the USD Office of Financial Aid for assistance:  
Non-immigrants granted one of the following visas: A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, K, L, M, N, O, P, Q, R, S, TN, 
TD, V, TROV, and NATO.  
 

Please note: Holders of T-Visas should file the FAFSA and holders of U-Visas must file the California 
Dream Act Application. 
 

 
 

https://www.sandiego.edu/financialaid/documents/1920USDDreamActApplication.pdf



