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Professional Experience 
University of San Diego School of Law    San Diego, CA 
Professor in Practice, April 2022 to Present  
• Teach housing rights and consumer protection in clinical setting. 
• Design, launch, and direct Housing Rights Legal Clinic. 
• Develop new eviction negotiations program with Court and San Diego County Law 
Library. 
• Housing Justice Collaborative, Steering Committee Member. 
 
City of Lemon Grove       Lemon Grove, CA 
Mayor, December 2024 to Present 
City Councilmember, December 2022 to December 2024 
• San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) Board Member. 
• SANDAG Social Justice Working Group, Chair. 
• League of Cities, San Diego County, 1st Vice Chair 
• East County Economic Development Council, Voting Member. 
• California Jobs First, Government Affairs Committee. 
 
Legal Aid Society of San Diego, Inc.     San Diego, CA  
Senior Attorney, March 2009 to April 2022  
• Head Consumer Protection Division and serve on Leadership Committee for the 
organization. 
• Organize and lead LASSD’s Housing Task Force.  
• Represent more than a thousand low-income people in full range of legal work, including 
negotiation, litigation, trial, and appeal.  
• Design, launch, and supervise San Diego’s bankruptcy self-help center and clinic.   
• Create, develop, and oversee debt defense clinics, which have served as a national 
model for delivery of legal services to debtors.    
• Collaborate with governmental and national organizations on consumer law issues, 
including Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, U.S. Department of Energy, Federal 
Trade Commission, U.S. Department of Education, and National Consumer Law Center.  
 
DLA Piper US LLP        San Diego, CA  
Associate, March 2003 to January 2009; Summer Associate, 2001  
• Defend officers and companies against allegations of insider trading, stock option 
backdating, and SEC investigations in federal and state courts.  
• Serve on trial teams in pharmaceutical litigation involving anti-cholesterol medications 
and COX-2 inhibitors.  
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AmeriCorps Vista        San Francisco, CA 
Legal Fellow, Summer 1999  
• Provide eviction defense assistance in mediations and hearings to low-income tenants.  
• Organize tenants to combat habitability issues. 
 
Education  
J. Reuben Clark Law School, Brigham Young University, Provo, UT, Juris Doctor, 1999-
2001  
American University, Washington College of Law, Washington, D.C., 1998  
Carroll College, Helena, MT, 1992-1996, BA in Spanish, Political Science, and 
International Relations 
St. Louis University, Madrid, Spain Campus, 1994, Study Abroad 
Brigham Young University, Madrid, Spain, 1994 Study Abroad 
 
Language Skills  
Fluent in reading, writing, and speaking Spanish.  
 
Honors 

 Consumer Advocate of the Year (2019) by Consumer Attorneys of San Diego  
 San Diego Bankruptcy Forum Mediation Program and Legal Aid Clinic Appreciation Award 

for Bankruptcy Clinic (2019) 
 World Justice Challenge, Honorable Mention, by World Justice Project (2020) 
 DLA Piper: Pro Bono Associate of the Year (2005)  
 Utah Bar Association Public Interest Award (2001) 

 
Speaking Engagements: Frequent speaker at ABA, NLADA, and NCLC national 
conferences on broad range of housing and consumer law issues, including mortgage 
lending, foreclosure defense, predatory lending schemes, solar fraud, debt defense, 
medical debt, limited English proficiency, rainmaking for legal services, and student loans.  
 
Published Decisions: 

 CMRE Financial Services, Inc. v. Parton, 184 Cal. App. 4th 263 (2010). 
 Randall v. Ditech Financial, LLC, 23 Cal. App. 5th 804 (2018). 

 


