
What is TB?  

 
Tuberculosis (TB) is a disease caused by bacteria called Mycobacterium tuberculosis. The bacteria 
usually attack the lungs, but can attack any part of the body such as the kidney, spine, and brain. If not 
treated properly, TB disease can be fatal. TB disease was once the leading cause of death in the 
United States. Starting in the 1940s, scientists discovered the first of several medicines now used to 
treat TB. As a result, TB slowly began to decrease in the United States. But TB is still a problem; more 
than 14,000 cases were reported in 2003 in the United States. 

For more information about TB, please click here. 

 


