
SATURDAY MORNING SEMINAR PROGRAM
December 1, SOLES, Rm133

THEME: 
Project (Problem) - Based Learning and Service Learning

8:00 am   Snacks, Registration
8:20 – 8:30 am   Welcome
8:30 – 9:15 am   Designing Social Justice Projects

Description: In this session participants will learn about how to 
incorporate different aspects of equity in education in their project design 
as well as classroom culture. Participants will explore resources that can 
support the design of social justice projects. 

Presenter Amanda Borow moved from Boston 4 years ago to begin her teaching career at 
High Tech Elementary in Chula Vista.  She works to design social justice projects that 
encourage students to understand their own identities, identify injustice in the world 
around them and use their voices and actions to try to create change. She also teaches 
course about Culturally Responsive Teaching and Equity in Education through the High 
Tech Teacher Center in the credentialing program to participant teachers.  

9:20-10:05 am   Celebrating Student Voice Through Project 
Based Learning

Description: This seminar highlights a case study in project based 
learning from The Grauer School, where student and teacher share the 
ingredients that are key to creating a successful project.

Presenter Alicia Tembi, MA, has been teaching Social Studies at secondary schools for 
12 years. She worked for seven years at an expeditionary learning school in Washington, 
D.C. She currently teaches 8th and 11th grade U.S. History at The Grauer School in 
Encinitas, which embraces “learning by discovery,” and she serves as the school’s 
Professional Development Coordinator. Rhian Bristol is a 12th Grader at The Grauer 
School. She spends her time writing and performing music, engaging in community 
service and organizing events for Grauer students as the Senior class president.



10:10 – 10:55 am   Where the Wild Things Are:  
Adventures in Children’s Literature and Problem-Based 
Service Learning

Description: The Children's Literature Project at the Academy of 
Our Lady of Peace High School is entering its 5th year of partnering 
with Saint Vincent De Paul's Therapeutic Childcare Center, to write, 
illustrate, design, fundraise, and print children's books for 
preschoolers experiencing homelessness in San Diego. This 
presentation describes ways in which students use problem-based 
learning and design thinking to foster authentic community 
partnerships and make a sincere impact on the world outside our 
classroom walls. We will share our own methods and best practices 
as a framework for educators who are interested in generating 
student-driven learning experiences unique to their own learning 
environments. 

Presenters: Katie Turner 
Students: Ines Ortega-Flores and Andrea Morland-Tellez

11:00 – 11:45 am   Walking in Christ’s Footsteps: 
Transforming the World as Missionary Disciples

Description: The Faith in Action program, empowering students 
to lead school service projects that spring from faith, provides an 
alternative to traditional outreach and catechetical models and has 
the potential to transform a whole school culture. Students develop 
the theological understanding, project management skills, and 
missionary heart to grow as Catholic servant leaders.

Presenters: Teresa Roberts and Feather Gentry, 
St. John’s School

11:50 - 12:10 pm   Closing Session

Students: $10: Register at character@sandiego.edu

Others: $25: Register at Eventbrite

mailto:character@sandiego.edu
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/saturday-morning-seminars-3-tickets-52168105207?aff=ebapi

