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Fifteen years ago, Sithara Abdul Saroor was compaled 1o leave her home on Mannar, a smail isiand
nnmﬂmmwummmﬂummmmwmm
Lankan govemment. On a cold October moming, the Tigers evicted & Muslims from northern Sri
Lania, Muslims who had coexisted for many years with the mastly Hindu Tamils, Sithara's family

was forunate: encugh 10 relocate from a refugee camp to Colombio, tha capital city. To date, around E’f_‘“w
IDMMHMMMWhMMthHLﬂH.MﬂM
hmmmﬁwi:ﬁhmﬂnmmmmmﬁmmmmmw ILLUSTRATION
Dispiaced Person (IDP), who now works for the rights of other displaced paople and women sunvivars Eesty Bnad - crowdcare org
of the conflicl, decided o return hom,

-Sarah H. Crass

August 12, 2005 = i would brieg about the discussion Fat | most  aled & barrier o bewp me away hom the seps by
Colombe, Sri Lanka fer- 0 iscussion about our departuin. Rading i wooden planks

Today | am woried and mad af my moes. Whyls My brothens were loc small o feel how I dosboot  Theve are quéstions | never ask my mothar
shi doing this™ Iy shwt crary or greedy” She sayait  Being theown oul. They are samply angry about  Mum, how i i possibly for you b say that you

is loalsh 0 keep someiing that will soon ba Bikin
e ey “Toarm”

"Wham,” | ery, "I cur house. 'We havee I keep it iy
your grandics. Mayks e ey wont ve thens,
bt ' The only eoonechion we heve 18 oul home-
foum, ko blaenat”

“Look, you thisk &' going be you hom agan T
My mother puts her food down. Peogio Iy
fhey've aven charged P name of our sinesl. iTs
nicw nemed Rlurugan Strest. What & daydroamer
you . | don) manl & gven imagiss my grand-
childiens [king 608 afep ingide thal Fouss. | have
decides o o mey with ihe howse bebors the war
slarts pgain®

Ihgrrhpnn-hmmmrﬂﬂnh
Rurtivety lnby my beomhans fof support.

it Bppsars my beolhees hive discsssed this
bedore. They shout oul Salr quesiions one al-
lexr thin oithess: “Why ane you 5o possasshe of
Bis nened Bouss? |t was sheltad fwice and
s haoniad. Who would even want 1o step in
e again? Let Mum sell il off" by sscond
Erelher tias b0 comings me, caulioning; “Fa-
mismbed, we sold cur shop in Mannar for pea-
futs when we had lo rent & bouse in Colombo,
Coma on, ifs time o sl 5 we have Sere and
Eves] fa monay hen, Who knows. whan they
will start fighting again™ My youngast brother,
wilh hiy upual playhdngss, nes lo make light
of Ihe situalion; “You inow something, siser?
Mum s smart and yess should juss et her do
whai sha wishas; after 8, it is Fer property”

Im mystfied How can anyone put 8 monetary
vilue on s fouse? It hokds so many choord
masones. [l praserees o losling of belonging. o
Teuing Tl was siolen away al gunpoid o6 the
Ermang of Ciclober 24, 1990

Alriend of ming ssa of us, the Mortherm Musies,
“Before eviction you ware 8l swamiming in 3 pend
Mow you have the cosan ™ Tras, my Fend. We
harve i ocman i swim i buf in dn ocean we can
0 ey get loat. | ddn dare arswer him aloud

the IDF stamp on em. For them, e sasiet
thing b o gt euf ol esetrything Bl reminds Them
of Biting displaced, i6 wips away the biisr pasi
nd acoept B new idendty as Colombo Mus-
kma. | wand o danl with the pasl becausa | am
et and ashamed sed dactrnactad. by mounds
i8N be Bealed ooy by reluming, by inding an-
ity L firy quésons. and, If prsaile, rengwing
relationshipa. i i dfoult o axpkas ks my both.
s why | want 10 slay connectd. They Sink our
hae ks in anemy lamilay, and who would wanl
ba cofracied 10 cna's enamies?

Firally, | beg them al “Lock al what |s o sals
= ur dgnity. H is & mal dagence Lo our grand-
Eaihar sind cur father” | know they don'l undes-
sland what | mean but they stand by ma be-
cocsa of my inmrs. This is how | siop for should |
Ry POsIpOneT) B sale of oo pecetiral hooss,
Babiya Marngzil

| wonder why my mother doesn’ fosl e way |
feal | wns doid Fab Mum's birth Brought lots of
uck 1o my grandlathes's business and that ks
bulll s house for bar, She and her sevan sib-
lings grew up i this house: =y mathar's dopam
wedding ook place tham as wall. Our nexd-dog
fisghibar, Thee-senty, ssed o iell ma siores
Aibcul Wym's wedding: how my grandpa decorat-
o e siroe that bed feom S rabway station 1
usf hostset with coloned lighis se that al kis iriends
wha eriere wisiting Mannar for the frs! Sme woukd
rot g ol (N ddn’t make any sesse o me be-
Cirse v wed DN such & amad island — | won-
desed how anyone could realy get lost there |
St foid ma how i was ke Thinda@sswaram
Thirenilla, with Bomnums on bolh sides of the
faad, and how my uncles, Svam and Saks, cov-
e up a well in our front gandes 1o maka a stage
hmhhm{ﬁmﬁm
knasw that they wisn sifing on fop of & well 38
fool deap, they would have caughl the mext Yain
i Jafina ) Sha iold me aboot e fuss over bum
when she dabvered me, the sl grarcchad, and
how o whols house was made ,
he used b point ot (ha sad marky on the wals
o gither side of the stairs where my lasher cre-

don'l wanl do go back thers sryeoe? Why do
Fou Fale ihes Bouse £0 much? b il because you,
Bkn my brothars, dos'| wan 1o doad with the b-
-MFMHMHHFMQW
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iriggened by our deslocation.

September 25, 2005
annar, Sri Lanka

i v B o ey harmestomm many mes in the et
coupls of years bul | Fave nover had B brnvery
i retum b Siabiya Manol. In fact, | Fave staped
with ands or relatves and avoided passing by
the houss. Nevertheless, a3 | retum 5 klannar Bus
fime, aftor all that commolion | made i sing ssl-
ing =y tamily's home, | dedde i retum io i Hew
earvous | am today, Bos going b0 see @ kong losl
daa band

| each for the best dress | have m ey sficase
Filison years — thar 5.8 very long Sma, lent 7 4s
I errier Moor Sireed, | ghmpse my home standng
jat i3 stong a5 A used 8. As | ged closer 1o &,
| nolice something dillsmnt. Yes — i has ksl 5
irandiness. The porch and compound wails have
shadt thesr paint and are siripped saked. Yeary of
negicancs and war hev dessed i with scars
During waer s house bnooght hops and massur.
ance. Formainy of us his was B only sabk haven
that pulec i of was. fogether — my aunts, uncles,
tousing, fripncs and nesghion. | am remingdsd ol
lesivah and weddngs

Utsualyy i a Sght Bare would be curfess. v
s because our house wed i be Rl of poo-
ple — people of dffwent ages, dassss. casies,
and faitw. Geraedma Bomowed Big pols and pans
from our Mosqus Tl wens usad only for Kinfry
o eooked in the back garden on siore siowes
fiied high with wood. Cleistuncle — an amaz-
ing sio‘pieler, a polilicsscancs inacher, and
& Bopech ook — Esisied hee Shvam-arna and
blysiala (who worked at the nearty grooery shop,
Myiivatanam Kadad) lested sach olher's shenglh
by spitting huge chuniks of frewnod with one biow:.
We gafwend the chipped peeces of wood whin
they ook braais and bioughl therm i Christluncis
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in aniicipaSion of he uqal pits. Cheali-ondy al
Wity GV Ul pewdids when e did somathing
good. Most afen he rewarded us by beling funfry
slories of his childhood, growing up logether with
my Laher in their village, Vidathal Thiw | ived
Bis §innes bocause By portrayed my lather
& surdy yat vary mischievous boy. Smoke from
T siong sioves enguiled the whole house and
wir ol cooghed endlensly with tsars, bul | ioved
F0se days and the bears 00, We sal on ihe foar
ard aln whatever Orarima sereed on Banafia
loaves. Tha lood lasted so good Bal | secretly
withed for bong curfiews. In (he svenings Ninmi
ety et friand i joined e in 18heans-
g Tee s0n0gs Sisler Lourdes Laughe us durng our
L] sooul camp. W alien lorgol the! we wem
the mitkie of o bioody vl war.

| am sl standing in tae froni gardan trying fo
piiftar the nefve o sep nede. Suddenly av-
eiyang becomes Brestonng and hostia and |
foel numb, Tra shamp memores of war and sy
lesl Tew cays ang bero Fise op 0 = — 06
Memories that kesp me wake most nighls. God,
nir | can gl death and pain here Rasjini
bocame & freedom fighier and lader was. iilied
and proclaimed @ martyr, Uncle Chiisl was ac-
cused of being a frailor. Hs body wis ung o0
& lamppos! with & bullel through his Rorehaad |
Became the “offer” in my schodl, even among
some of my dieses] ineads. bdleabanam Kads
was bambed ore might and Mustala 100 since
b sl There. Theraurdy and her ofly. son,
Kume, disappeared af 8 miblary checkpori
whan ey wend b Sei relabved in Adampan
Shaam-anca, 8 biilanl Bl dinoded malhemal-
ics ieachar, wad inken lor guessioning 1o Thal-
ladi mmy camp, Bnd no ond sw him again.
Adtar that, maih became & bitier subject for me
| remember my uncls Shall-anca, who was ad-
mitled o Ja¥ina mecical colege el opted 19 join
tha struggls for bis homaland, chodsing guns and
Cymrkde caprsulas a5 bis last osor] for survival, i
ha had steyed with us, perhaps he would have
disappoand ko bis brothes, | saw Eraki-anna
oy onoe afer he became one ol "B boy”
= he Tamil Tigers — whan b came o aler] my
father the regt bekre they atuched the Mansas
poloe siabon. | resember oul andes ablempis
ko daler my Beothar from his growing interes] in
Al Jihad," and beow he endesd up being wanted
by The boya” H mcd for our frends, neghton,
and Srak-anna, be would have ended up on
iha lampeosd ino. Tee Last few days in Fis house
i B it in o hetlhola, Calls for prarpers. ad-
han, kacama & symisol of lnnsion ond fear. Every
Himee the mosgeg's ioudspeaiker comey alive ot odd
mours cur Rears siopped beating. The: thooght
thal somadhing deeacful Fad happened out Bhen
e ues gty il minyite. AL the end, on Oclg-
Ber 24, ax the same loudipeaker anfcunted hal
we had 24 hous o vacale ouf homed, | keew
Fat this me neithes our Inends for Shakh-amna
could come i oul Mestul.

H clemor wwmme NO6  cassimagin s

My Faornibitesss s b umdaten and davess.
God, it is making me s, | ron i e wale haca
aqaichly b =y friracn Focu s, by i Pl e ey
| ik i will xplode. | run i the bafroom and si
st It . Aol Ehvs D] i Dy 0 o | Cy
Filftmer: pears on, | cry for the Brel Bme, lears wip-
ing clesan the memodies of iving in Sabiva Mangil

Later, | cal Mum aed tel hor: Lofs gt nd of this
s hose. B

Saeph H. Crosa i @ U5 -bom wnler, polior; and
rsdaThar who has colaborafipd wih Rumaan.
rights activisty rom the Linded! Stales, Gonlemala,
Sn Lankg, and Bred or prinl and racko projec?s fo
communicale [her sirafogies and witions, Saraft
and Sithaey mat in 2004 o [he Women Pedcebis.
ars Program af USD. Emad sarahhelenifue. o

Focdnolin

| Mgt 15 @ Fih gedd.

i Sabia i my grandmotbir'l nem, e massl
"hema” i Araba.

A v Ko fesiva onodaated in my Somisien
o A kg of decorsfion wil Joong cocoewl kel now
(o wabind T CRATIOSE.

¥ M0 gt iorsited it T Koud Salva
L oo in @ e Oy i g orth of 5 Lo
viL i aevue! Budin sl N eftich e el Alaalm
communty peis ophiier af i cnies and Srivinet §
raa B T bl Aown,

it "l bevafar” in Tl

i An inlamicus sllary Base run by B S Lankan pov-
e frcet.

Siharn Abckdl Saroor is curmntly workng in ey
hameionn on aconois devednpmond and conficl-
Fdion progecis mem L0, women and chidn
o mdnact ednis: gl oo bachgrouncs.

ingrp-aihec, relgious-Dased vioknce,

Tamiy urdiar Brifsh nsg, the Snhalese

mar mbel group,

—Sevmh H Creas

The Conflict in Sri Lanka

During Sitanm’s Wetima, Tamils of Sferent fadhs Musim, Hindy, and Chestian] cosushed paince-
Ay &5 nesghoons, & 1act she highighis in har peace ofors. But the ethri tansicn and confict
i Sri Lanks betwsen e majorty Budchist Sirhaless and minorty Tamis has spread o inclute

T ey of edeni: Senshon wann presand whis S Lasika (Fen known a5 Cyion) declifes inde-
pandancy from tha Brissh colonial goresrmmant in 1548, In part b resgonss 0 e Breeed siaius of
gerrmman began raSiuSoralnng dacrminslon poices
against ™ Tamls, beginning with e Sichala Orly Act in 1955, which declared Sinhaless the
official language and efiectreely restricied Tamil access 10 stale emplyment. In 1072, the same
e corsituson that charged Caylon b S Lanka gave Buddhism special sistus above oftar
miigions and meinicied Tamil Bcoeis 10 advanced education. Facing decimnation and chionc
wnder-rapresanialion in parkament, Tamil nafionalis= mée, keading 1o th fomason i 187 of the
the Liseration Tigars of Tamd Esiam (the LTTE, or Tarmd Tigers), who smbeaced
i nolicn of @ sepacats Tamll siaia in e Mo,

In 1EED, @ govesnmien-onjancoed pogiom Bpainal Tams, sad ofl by a Tiger altack agains! the
armryy, lonilad the confbcl and jave wiry 1o decades of chal 'war, During this Sme, the Tamd Tigers
arigraled the use of he suickde Bombar el cormcripted child solfers, man after 3 oasedng was
fdchad I the late 18808, lndkan peacaeemens, calensidy

Larskcan Tamil minonity, snded ug ighiing agana! the Tigers. Thousands have died on both s,
vl sy thoasaands of Ramibes have bhosn displaced,

The events. of Qciober 1560 wen sarly wvidonce of the sprmad of he ethnic conlict to includs
vicience among Tamils, as e LTTE forcod Musiims in e Morth and East of the courtry from
their hamas in crder 10 “Cleanse” the land. That month, 75,000 Musims from Jafina, Kiincchets,
Mlaiieu, and Mannar wans koroed 50 evacualy wihin a 24-hour pericd. In Sihara's homeiown
of Manriar, 8 large tsland in Northwest Sn Lanka, the LTTE frst destroyed the sty bridge o e
mairiand and then forced approximately 25,000 Musims onla baats. In these cvercrowded boats,
mvicind famiies with ng personal beiongings ind wirkially ro carsh arrtved i Putislam. Marry of
thesm confinue i cocupy whal were sit up as lemporary camps.

Vet 5 ILanka lecheically remains undie @ cesselne snca tha signing of @ Msmonnduem of Linger-
standing in Februsny 2002 the noce b8 ieruocs. The Decembar 2004 Esunami Auriher dostabiized
the fragle peaca For cumend news, iry reading local soures. including ha pro-federmi-goesmmient
ww. sunchaytimens i e wove dashrene B e indapanchend wiw. imibweoicom and wwaer thesan-
dayiaacer i, and Tami peespeciives al www iaminet com and www imdeelamnews com,

o the seruggie of the S
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