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Safaa Elagib Adam 
is the secretary-general and gender adviser of the Community Development Association (CDA), a 
nongovernmental organization based in Khartoum, Sudan, which works on sustainable development 
and peace, with a special focus on the western states of Sudan. Adam has worked extensively in the 
area of gender and peacebuilding, including as a national expert for German Development Services 
and a deputy relief coordinator with OXFAM Great Britain. Her professional training and experience 
includes participation at many peacebuilding consultations and dialogues including the Civil Society 
Forum of the Donors Conference and Gender Symposium for Sudan, in Oslo, Norway; Expert Group 
Meeting on Understanding the Darfur Conflict, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; and a workshop on Women's 
Human Rights and Gender-Based Violence, sponsored by the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees, in 
Geneva, Switzerland. In 2005 Adam participated as a gender expert in the seventh round of the Darfur 
peace negotiations in Abuja, Nigeria, and was among the 1,000 women nominated for the Nobel Peace 
Prize by the project PeaceWomen.

Maha Abu-Dayyeh
a longtime Palestinian feminist activist and thinker, is the co-founder and general 
director of the Women’s Centre for Legal Aid and Counselling, located in Jerusalem 
and operating throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT). She works locally 
in the OPT to address the complex political, legal, social and cultural needs of 
Palestinian women. Born and raised in Jerusalem, Abu-Dayyeh is a recipient of the 
French Republic Human Rights Award and the 2002 Ms. Woman of the Year Award. 
She served on the International Jury of the Body Shop Human Rights Award for two 
consecutive cycles and is acting president of Equality Now, an international human 
rights organization dedicated to the civil, political, economic and social rights of girls 
and women. 

Dee Aker
deputy director of the Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice (IPJ), is a psychological anthropologist 
and conflict resolution professional with 30 years of experience working with international 
communities and individuals in transition. At the IPJ, Aker created and directs the Women 
PeaceMakers Program, WorldLink Program and the Nepal Peacebuilding Initiative. She is the former 
director of United States International University in Kenya and past president of the University of 
Humanistic Studies. She worked as a regular TV host, columnist and freelance journalist covering 
women leaders, pioneers and survivors for 10 years and produced 234, 30-minute interview programs 
with women from around the world. She has facilitated training, communications and negotiations for 
groups and individuals in conflict in Europe, Africa, Central America and South Asia. Currently her work 
in Nepal specializes in programs for youth, women, nongovernmental organizations and leaders 
assuming their rights as stakeholders and responsible actors in the creation of the new republic.

Karla Alvarez 
is program officer for the WorldLink Program at the Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice. As the 
institute's youth liaison, she works with dozens of middle schools and high schools in the greater San 
Diego region and Baja Mexico to provide opportunities for youth to discuss and take action on global 
issues. Alvarez collaborates with multiple youth organizations around the world, including on a recent 
visit to Mindanao, Philippines to document youth efforts on conflict transformation. She was awarded 
a fellowship in 2009 by the Washington Ireland Program and the U.S. Department of State to study 
Northern Ireland's peace process, and in 2008 was selected as one of 200 global youth leaders for the 
CIVICUS Youth and World Assemblies in Scotland. Alvarez is a member of Young Professionals for 
International Cooperation – San Diego and serves on the Board of Directors for Voices of Women, a San 
Diego-based organization that advocates for human rights and the equal participation of women and 
men in advancing human security. Originally from Port Chester, N.Y., Alvarez has also lived in Mexico 
and France. She received her B.A. in international relations from the University of San Diego.
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Sanam Naraghi Anderlini 
is co-founder of the International Civil Society Action Network (ICAN), a U.S.-based nongovernmental 
organization (NGO) dedicated to supporting civil society activism on peace and security in conflict-
affected countries. For over a decade she has been a leading international advocate, researcher, trainer 
and writer on conflict prevention and peacebuilding. Anderlini was one of the civil society drafters of U.N. 
Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1325 and a contributor to UNSCR 1820. Between 2002 and 2005 she 
served as director of the Women Waging Peace Policy Commission, and since then has provided strategic 
guidance and training to key U.N. agencies, the U.K. government and NGOs worldwide. In 2008 Anderlini 
was appointed lead consultant for a new global initiative of the U.N. Development Programme on “Men 
and the Gendered Dimensions of Violence in Crisis Contexts.” The following year she was appointed 
personal representative of the U.N. Secretary-General to the Advisory Board of the U.N. Democracy 
Fund, and this year was appointed to the Civil Society Advisory Group on Resolution 1325, chaired by 
Mary Robinson. Anderlini is a research affiliate at the MIT Center for International Studies. Her latest 
book is Women Building Peace: What they do, why it matters.

Marion Arnaud 
is the senior outreach officer at the International Coalition for the Responsibility to Protect. Arnaud holds 
a master's degree in conflict, security and development from the University of Leeds in England, and a 
bachelor's degree in political science from McGill University in Montreal, Canada. Her master's thesis 
focused on the Responsibility to Protect in Darfur, a project she researched when she first worked at the 
World Federalist Movement – Institute for Global Policy in 2006. Arnaud has worked on various 
educational and humanitarian projects in France, Canada, Nicaragua and Peru.

Gloria Atiba-Davies
originally from Sierra Leone, is the victims expert for the Office of the Prosecutor at the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) and heads the Gender and Children's Unit set up to focus on sexual- and gender-
based crimes against women and children. She has a law degree from the University of London and 
previously worked in the Division of Public Prosecution in the Government Law Officers Department of 
Sierra Leone, eventually becoming principal state counsel. While in exile during the armed conflict in the 
1990s, she worked as the deputy director of public prosecutions and later acting director of public 
prosecutions in the Attorney General's Chambers in Gambia. 

Kaitlin Barker 
is assistant editor at the Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice (IPJ), where she was initially a peace 
writer for the Women PeaceMakers Program in 2009, documenting the life and work of Rubina Feroze 
Bhatti of Pakistan. Before arriving at the IPJ, Barker interned as an editorial assistant for Sojourners, a 
faith-based social justice magazine in Washington, D.C., while living in an intentional community. She 
received her B.A. in literature and English education from Point Loma Nazarene University (PLNU) in San 
Diego. As an undergraduate, Barker traveled to Kenya to teach AIDS awareness and to Ethiopia to build 
homes for orphan caregivers, bringing her face-to-face with both gender and economic disparities. In 
2010, she led a group of college students to the Democratic Republic of the Congo through the same 
service program at PLNU. Barker has also worked with women and orphans in Thailand, India and Turkey 
and tutored a refugee family from Burma in San Diego, all of which cemented her desire to tell the stories 
of forgotten people and places – and specifically, to lift up the powerful though often-muffled voices of 
women. 

Andrea Bell 
is conference manager for the 2010 Women PeaceMakers Conference, “Precarious Progress.” She also 
coordinated the 2008 Women PeaceMakers Conference, “Crafting Human Security in an Insecure 
World.” Bell's experience spans project management, marketing, advertising, media planning and 
buying, event planning and corporate and project finance. Previously, Bell was a project manager with 
Incitrio Design Brand Media, a San Diego-based graphic design firm where she managed advertising, 
brand analysis, event planning, marketing collateral and website development on behalf of Incitrio's 
clients. Prior to Incitrio, Bell was a marketing coordinator for Shoot Latin America!, a Los Angeles-based 
advisory firm for the motion picture and commercial film production industry, specializing in providing 
consulting services to U.S.-based firms operating in Latin America. Bell graduated with a B.S. in business 
from the Pontifical Catholic University in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and holds dual professional certificates in 
advertising and marketing from the University of California, Los Angeles.



26

Malika Bhandarkar 
works for the Government, Peace and Security unit of the U.N. Development Fund for Women, where 
she manages a multi-agency partnership to develop national, regional and global sets of indicators to 
monitor the implementation of U.N. Security Council Resolutions on women, peace and security. After 
graduating from Yale University with a master's degree in international and development economics, 
she joined President Bill Clinton's Tsunami Recovery Office at the United Nations and worked on 
public-private partnerships “to build back better” in seven countries. Bhandarkar has also worked on 
sustainable development and accountability projects with the U.N.'s Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs. Her work at the United Nations is centered on accountability, be it financial, corporate or 
political.  

Winnie Byanyima 
is the director of the Gender Team at the U.N. Development Programme (UNDP). She joined UNDP 
from the African Union Commission where she was the first director of women, gender and 
development and established the new Directorate. While at the African Union, Byanyima led an 
international inquiry into the conduct of African Union peacekeepers in Darfur and submitted a report 
proposing a wide range of reforms to strengthen protection of women and girls in African 
peacekeeping missions. She has served three terms as a Member of Parliament in her country, 
founding and leading the Women's Caucus in parliament which introduced landmark provisions in 
Uganda's 1995 constitution. A champion of women's rights in Africa, Byanyima founded the Forum for 
Women in Democracy in 1994, a national nongovernmental organization that pioneered gender 
budgeting in Uganda and other African countries. Byanyima's expertise is in the area of gender and 
democratic governance and she has worked extensively in conflict and post-conflict contexts. She 
facilitated the participation of women and integration of women's rights issues in peace processes in 
Burundi and Sudan, and she was one of two women who participated in the Ugandan peace process in 
1985 in Nairobi, Kenya.

Rubina Feroze Bhatti 
is a founding member and general secretary of Taangh Wasaib Organization (TWO), a rights-based 
development group working for communal harmony and equality through its many programs 
addressing issues of violence against women, religious intolerance and sectarianism and 
discriminatory laws and policies against women and minorities. With TWO, Bhatti works to abolish 
separate electorates which prevent non-Muslims from voting. In 2000 and 2001, the organization 
launched a massive campaign for religious minorities to boycott local elections. The campaign was 
successful and the government restored the joint electorate system. Bhatti also has established 
educational and healthcare facilities for children working in Pakistan's carpet-weaving industry, 
written scripts for theater productions on human rights and peace issues that were performed 
throughout the Punjab and North West Frontier Provinces, and been selected as one of the 1,000 
women nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in 2005. Bhatti was a Woman PeaceMaker at the Joan B. 
Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice in 2009. 

Carol Cohn 
is the director of the Consortium on Gender, Security and Human Rights. In her most recent research, 
supported by the Ford Foundation, Cohn examines gender mainstreaming in international peace and 
security institutions, a central focus of which is the passage of U.N. Security Council Resolution 1325 
and the on-going efforts to ensure its implementation at the international, national and grassroots 
levels. She has conducted a series of workshops at the U.N. Department of Peacekeeping Operations, 
designed to help headquarters staff develop an action plan for implementing 1325 and mainstreaming 
gender in peacekeeping operations. Cohn has led other workshops on implementing 1325 for the 
Kennedy School of Government at Harvard; with women leaders from the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Melanesia and Kosovo/a; and with the Iraqi Ministries of Women’s Affairs and Human Rights. 
Cohn is now working with the Social Science Research Council to design a Global Centre for Research 
on Gender, Crisis Prevention and Recovery for the U.N. Development Programme. 
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Kristen A. Cordell 
has served the United Nations in missions to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Lebanon and Liberia, 
advising on issues related to sexual and gender-based violence, security sector reform, policy 
interventions for improved national capacities and empowerment strategies for women in post-conflict 
contexts. Cordell has authored several books and reports on the role of gender in post-conflict 
reconstruction, including Women and Nation-Building and Best Practices in Gender and Peacekeeping. 
She has also worked on gender evaluation for the World Bank and was involved in the advocacy and 
passage of U.N. Security Council Resolution 1820. She currently serves as the gender adviser for the 
North Management Unit of the Lebanon Field Office of the U.N. Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East.

David Cortright 
is the director of Policy Studies at the Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies at the University of 
Notre Dame and chair of the Board of the Fourth Freedom Forum in Goshen, Ind. The author or editor of 
15 books, most recently Peace: A History of Movements and Ideas, he is also the editor of Peace Policy, 
Kroc's online journal. Other recent works by Cortright include Gandhi and Beyond: Nonviolence for a 
New Political Age and Uniting Against Terror: Cooperative Nonmilitary Responses to the Global Terrorist 
Threat, co-edited with George A. Lopez. Cortright has a long history of public advocacy for disarmament 
and the prevention of war. In 1978 he was named executive director of SANE, the Committee for a Sane 
Nuclear Policy, which under his leadership grew from 4,000 to 150,000 members and became the largest 
disarmament organization in the United States. In November 2002, Cortright helped to create Win 
Without War, a coalition of national organizations opposing the invasion and occupation of Iraq. 

Maryam Elahi 
joined the Open Society Institute (OSI) in June 2007 as director of the International Women’s Program. 
Prior to OSI, Elahi was the founding director of the Human Rights Program at Trinity College – the first 
undergraduate human rights program in the United States. She taught courses on international human 
rights law at Trinity and Oxford University’s Summer International Human Rights Program. During her 10 
years at Trinity, Elahi traveled extensively to set up international programs with a human rights focus, 
including in Cape Town, South Africa; Santiago, Chile; Trinidad and Hong Kong. She served as the 
advocacy director on the Middle East, North Africa and Europe for Amnesty International in Washington, 
D.C., from 1990 to 1997. She has also worked at the Lawyer’s Committee for Human Rights and is 
currently the chair of the International Human Rights Committee of the American Bar Association.

Julissa Mantilla Falcón 
is a justice and gender specialist and consultant for the Woman, Peace and Security Program of the U.N. 
Development Fund for Women in Colombia. She obtained her master’s degree in international human 
rights law from the London School of Economics and political science at the University of London and is a 
practicing lawyer. Falcón headed the Gender Division of the Peruvian Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission and was responsible for the investigation of cases of sexual violence against women. She is a 
professor at the Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú and Universidad del Rosario de Colombia, and 
has previously been a New Century Fulbright Scholar based in Washington, D.C.

Vaiba Kebeh Flomo 
has worked since 1998 to heal both her nation and its women from the 14-year civil war between rebel 
groups and the Liberian army. As the women’s desk officer for the Lutheran Church in Liberia – Trauma 
Healing and Reconciliation Program (LCL-THRP), Flomo supervises psychosocial services to war-affected 
women and girls and empowers them to build peace and promote nonviolence in their communities. 
During the civil war, she and a colleague from LCL-THRP formed the Christian Women Peace Initiative 
(CWPI), mobilizing women from all denominations in and around Monrovia to protest the war. CWPI 
inspired the creation of Muslim Women for Peace, and the two groups quickly merged to become 
Liberian Women Mass Action for Peace. She joined the delegation of women who traveled to Accra to 
pressure the warring factions to continue talking until a peace agreement emerged. Flomo’s role in the 
Liberian women’s peace movement was documented in the 2008 film “Pray the Devil Back to Hell.” She is 
a 2010 Woman PeaceMaker at the Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice.
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Jennifer Freeman 
is program officer for the Women PeaceMakers (WPM) Program at the Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace 
& Justice. She has a B.A. in political science, German and European studies from the University of 
Victoria, and an M.A. in peace and conflict studies from the University of Ulster in Northern Ireland. 
Freeman has worked with various nongovernmental organizations in Ghana, Northern Ireland, Canada 
and in Ugandan refugee settlements on issues of women’s rights and peacebuilding through sexual 
and gender-based violence prevention and response, supporting people living with HIV/AIDS and 
conducting psychosocial programs for war-affected youth. Freeman has conducted research in Kyaka II 
refugee settlement in Uganda on gendered security. In the WPM Program, she has served as peace 
writer for Sylvie Maunga Mbanga of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Zeinab Mohamed 
Blandia of Sudan, and coordinated the 2009 conference “Bearing Exquisite Witness,” which explored 
the role of arts in peacebuilding.

Andrea Frey
spent the last year in Madrid, Spain working with the Club of Madrid on the project “Women’s 
Leadership for Peace and Security in the Greater Horn of Africa,” focusing on increasing effective 
participation of women in peace and security processes and enhancing respect of human rights in 
conflict and post-conflict situations. She holds a B.A. in international relations and economics from 
Tufts University.

Chris Groth 
is a program assistant at the Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice (IPJ), where he provides support 
for the Nepal Peacebuilding Initiative and the 2010 Women PeaceMakers Conference “Precarious 
Progress.” He was the graduate intern at the IPJ from 2008 to 2009, during which time he traveled with 
an IPJ team to Nepal to conduct participatory seminars on negotiation training and security issues. 
Groth received an M.A. in international relations from the University of San Diego (USD) and graduated 
cum laude from the University of California, Irvine, with degrees in social science and sociology. While 
at USD, he also authored the chapter, “In the Trenches: Fighting Mexico’s War without End,” in the 
book Comparative Politics and the War on Terror.

Lynn Hijar 
conference coordinator for the 2010 Women PeaceMakers Conference “Precarious Progress,” holds a 
bachelor's degree in business administration and a master's degree in global leadership from the 
University of San Diego. She has several professional certificates including event management, 
marketing and media, project management, and all-services protocol and diplomacy from the U.S. 
Department of Defense. Hijar's experience includes leading the Office of Protocol and International 
Relations of the City of San Diego as the director and chief of protocol, serving as the director of 
community relations and protocol for the U.S. Naval Air Forces and heading the Trade Research 
Department at the World Trade Center San Diego. Hijar currently serves on the trustee or director 
boards of the Museum of Man, United States University, Social Alliance, Point Loma Nazarene 
University's Institute of Politics and Public Service, Japan Society of San Diego and Tijuana and the 
Citizen Diplomacy Council, among others. 

Soraya Hoyos
a Colombian sociologist and photographer, currently lives and works in her home country as 
programme specialist for the Women, Peace and Security Programme of the U.N. Development Fund 
for Women. As an activist for women’s rights, she founded and coordinated the Permanent Working 
Group on Women and Armed Conflict in Colombia in 2000, a network of women’s organizations that 
has documented the situation of women victims of the armed violence in Colombia during the last 
decade. Hoyos then served in international and nongovernmental organizations as a defender and 
advocate of women and children’s rights throughout Latin America and more recently in Angola. Her 
academic background is in the areas of social policy, human rights, arts and culture – all of which have 
pointed to new ways of resolving conflict through non-violent actions.
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Brigid Inder 
is the founding executive director of the Women's Initiatives for Gender Justice. She has 25 years of 
experience as an activist for women's human rights and gender equality. Inder is recognized for her work 
as a strategic adviser and advocate at numerous U.N. conferences and global negotiations, including the 
Earth Summit, the International Conference on Population and Development, the Special Session on 
Rights of the Child and the Fourth World Conference on Women. She was formerly executive director of 
the YWCA of Aotearoa-New Zealand and manager of HIV/AIDS Services and Programmes at the AIDS 
Council of New South Wales, the largest HIV center in Australia. As executive director of Community 
Legal Centres, Inder led a network of 49 centers providing legal services to marginalized communities. 
She is also president of the Board of the Association for Women's Rights in Development. 

Carolina Maira Johansen 
works for FOKUS – Forum for Women and Development, a Norwegian knowledge and resource center 
for international women's issues with an emphasis on the spreading of information and women-
centered development cooperation. She is currently coordinator for a pilot project aimed at developing 
measures that can promote the implementation of U.N. Security Council Resolution 1325 in Colombia 
and Sri Lanka. Johansen has a bachelor's degree from the University of Oslo and a master's degree from 
the Norwegian Journalist College. She has worked in communications for the Norwegian Pollution 
Control Authority, Norwegian Directorate of Immigration, Ministry of Local Government and Regional 
Development and the Municipality of Oslo. In addition, Johansen worked 11 years as a journalist at the 
Norwegian Broadcasting Corporation, both in television and radio. She was born in Chile and raised 
there and in Colombia, but has lived in Norway since 1980.

Kristin Kalla 
is senior programme officer at the Trust Fund for Victims, which supports the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) in The Hague to ensure justice and restore dignity for survivors of genocide, war crimes and 
crimes against humanity. She oversees the technical responses, programs and reparation 
implementation strategies for victims under the jurisdiction of the ICC. Kalla is a trained public health 
specialist focusing on maternal and child health and reproductive health issues, and has been a technical 
adviser on numerous issues related to health care. As technical adviser in Rwanda after the genocide, 
Kalla helped rebuild the capacity of the Ministry of Health. She has also established health programs in 
post-conflict settings in Lebanon, Kosovo and Tajikistan, and provided leadership for the $50 million 
global public health and development project by CARE International called the CORE Initiative.

Sarah Akoru Lochodo
2010 Woman PeaceMaker at the Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice, is the only woman 
negotiating among the semi-nomadic and pastoralist communities in her native Turkana District of 
northwestern Kenya. She was appointed assistant chief of Kainuk Sub-Division by the Kenyan 
government in 2002, at a time when gun violence had become inherent to the banditry and cattle 
rustling common between the community’s Turkana and Pokot tribes. Within one month of becoming 
assistant chief, Lochodo averted a massive revenge killing after a Pokot herdsboy was killed by a Turkana 
warrior from her own community. Lochodo is a founding member of Rural Women Peace Link, which 
played a major role in stabilizing communities after Kenya’s violent 2008 election riots. In addition to her 
official governmental duties, Lochodo is now working to combat female genital mutilation and 
discourage early marriages in rural communities.

Ana Lukatela 
is the U.N. Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1325 programme consultant for the U.N. Development 
Fund for Women's (UNIFEM) regional project “Women Building Peace in the Western Balkans.” She also 
coordinates the Regional Women's Lobby of Southeast Europe, a group of prominent women politicians 
and experts advocating for implementation of UNSCR 1325 in their post-conflict countries. Prior to this, 
Lukatela was with the project office of UNIFEM Kosovo. She is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of 
British Columbia, nearing completion of her doctoral dissertation on U.N. development agencies and 
their policymaking processes related to gender issues.
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Agnès Marcaillou
a French national, has had a distinguished career in the United Nations, with over 20 years of experience 
in disarmament and non-proliferation, as well as in political affairs, in New York, Geneva, The Hague, 
Iraq and Cambodia. She currently directs the Regional Disarmament Branch of the U.N. Office for 
Disarmament Affairs and oversees the activities and operations of U.N. regional centers for peace and 
disarmament in Africa, Asia and the Pacific, and Latin America and the Caribbean. Marcaillou is also 
known for her work on security sector matters. Her most recent achievement was the negotiation and 
adoption by ministers of Central African countries of the Kinshasha Convention, or the “Central Africa 
Convention for the Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons, their Ammunition, Parts and Components 
that can be used for their Manufacture, Repair and Assembly.” Marcaillou initiated the Gender Action 
Plan of the Department for Disarmament Affairs, the first gender action plan in the U.N. Secretariat.

Aliker David Martin 
works for BOSCO Uganda Relief Project and is a M.A. student in Peace and Justice Studies at the Joan B. 
Kroc School of Peace Studies (KSPS). Martin attained a bachelor's degree in education from Makerere 
University in Kampala. He has postgraduate diplomas in human resources and project planning and 
management from the Uganda Management Institute and Gulu University, respectively. Martin has 
taught at St. Lawrence Citizens' High School and served as education officer at Invisible Children, 
coordinating their teachers exchange program. At BOSCO-Uganda, he serves as project coordinator, 
connecting villages through the Internet and training vulnerable youth to use the Internet to facilitate 
socioeconomic change. Aliker has also worked as a consultant to the educational program of Children 
Up. His research interest at KSPS is in the role of interreligious organizations in resolving conflict. 

Doreen Malambo 
a Zambian police officer, was until August 2010 the police gender adviser and an inspector for the 
Victim Support Unit for the U.N. Mission in Liberia (UNMIL). In these capacities she was also adviser 
and mentor for the Liberia National Police, attached to the Women and Children Protection Section.  

Sandra McEvoy 
is associate director of the Consortium on Gender, Security and Human Rights. She organizes speakers 
and events to bring knowledge about gender and security to bear on the quest to end armed conflicts 
and build sustainable peace. The consortium is housed at the University of Massachusetts, Boston and 
has been shaping the agenda in gender and security research since its establishment in 2002. The 
consortium is made up of scholars and researchers from academic institutions from the Boston area, 
and linked with researchers internationally. McEvoy's research focuses on women paramilitaries in 
Northern Ireland. She published a chapter, “Loyalist Women Paramilitaries in Northern Ireland: 
Beginning a Feminist Conversation about Conflict Resolution,” in Gender and International Security: 
Feminist Perspectives, edited by Laura Sjoberg and published by Routledge in 2009. She has a Ph.D. in 
women's studies from Clark University. 

Monica McWilliams 
has been chief commissioner of the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission since September 
2005. Co-founder of the Northern Ireland Women's Coalition political party, McWilliams was elected 
to a seat at the Multi-Party Peace Negotiations, which led to the Belfast (Good Friday) Agreement in 
1998. She was one of only two women to sign the agreement. She served as a member of the Northern 
Ireland Assembly for five years until her appointment as chief commissioner. As a professor of 
women's studies, currently on leave from the University of Ulster, McWilliams' published works focus 
on domestic violence, human security and the role of political conflict on women's lives. Her work has 
been recognized by a special Profile in Courage Award from the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation, 
the Frank Cousin's Peace Award and several honorary doctorates. McWilliams is a graduate of Queen's 
University Belfast and the University of Michigan.
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Luz Méndez 
is vice-president of the Executive Board of the National Union of Guatemalan Women (UNAMG), 
which works for gender equality, social justice and peacebuilding. She participated in the table of 
peace negotiations as part of the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity’s delegation, where she 
dedicated special attention to the incorporation of gender equality commitments in the accords. After 
the end of the war, she was a member of the National Council for the Implementation of the Peace 
Accords. She was also the coordinator of the Women Agents for Change Consortium, an alliance of 
women’s and human rights organizations working for the empowerment of women survivors of sexual 
violence during the armed conflict, seeking justice and reparations. In the international sphere, 
Méndez was a speaker at the first meeting that the U.N. Security Council held with women’s 
organizations leading up to the passage of resolution 1325. She was a Woman PeaceMaker at the Joan 
B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice in 2004.  

Merlie “Milet” B. Mendoza
2010 Woman PeaceMaker at the Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice, has over two decades of 
peacebuilding experience in the Philippines. Mendoza served for a decade in various presidential 
departments, including the Peace Commission and the National Unification Commission. She then 
assisted the official Government Peace Negotiating Panel for Talks with the Communist Party of the 
Philippines, organizing consultations to understand the issues facing those in conflict areas. She 
transitioned from the government to the grassroots in 1999, becoming executive coordinator of 
Tabang Mindanaw (“Help Mindanao”), a national coalition for peace, development, humanitarian 
assistance and human security in Mindanao. Mendoza coordinated emergency humanitarian 
assistance for the 1 million civilians displaced by the war between government forces and the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front. She is a founding member of the Asian Disaster Response and Reduction 
Network – an alliance of more than 30 national and local humanitarian and social development 
organizations in 16 countries throughout the Asia-Pacific region. 

Doris Mpoumou 
is a human rights and social justice advocate with over 12 years of experience in policy analysis, 
advocacy and coalition building on issues such as peace and security, women’s participation in decision 
making, global governance, violence against women (VAW) and transparency in national natural 
resource revenues. She is currently the director of the International Coalition for the Responsibility to 
Protect. As the deputy manager of the International Rescue Committee’s program to end VAW in her 
native Congo-Brazzaville, Mpoumou initiated a reform of the penal code and advocated for the 
establishment of comprehensive services for survivors of VAW and a nationwide violence prevention 
program in the aftermath of the 1997 armed conflict. She also coordinated the global 50/50 Campaign 
to increase women’s participation in decision making and co-led advocacy efforts on U.N. reform at the 
Women’s Environment and Development Organization.

Jasmin Nario-Galace 
is the associate director of the Center for Peace Education and a professor at the College of 
International, Humanitarian and Development Studies and the College of Education – all at Miriam 
College in the Philippines. Nario-Galace is also a member of the Global Network of Women 
Peacebuilders and IANSA-Women. She serves on the board of the Philippine Action Network to Control 
Arms and of Sulong CARHRIHL, a third-party network that monitors the compliance of the government 
and the National Democratic Front to their substantive agreement to respect human rights and 
international humanitarian law. She coordinated the civil society group that led to the formulation of 
the Philippine National Action Plan to implement U.N. Security Council Resolutions 1325 and 1820. 
Nario-Galace is the author or co-author of Conflict Resolution and Peer Mediation, Peace Education 
Initiatives in the Philippines, Voices to Silence Guns, Peace Education: A Pathway to Peace and “Tungo 
sa Mapayapang Mundo”: Towards a Peaceful World.
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Fionnuala D. Ní Aoláin
is concurrently the Dorsey and Whitney Chair in Law at the University of Minnesota Law School and a 
professor of law at the University of Ulster’s Transitional Justice Institute in Belfast, Northern Ireland, where 
she is co-founder and associate director. Her teaching and research interests are in the fields of 
international law, human rights law, national security law and feminist legal theory. She has a forthcoming 
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