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ñIntellectual freedom is the right of every individual to both seek and 

receive information from all points of view without restriction.ò 

American Library Association (ALA), Intellectual Freedom Basics, at 

http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/basics/basics.htm.   

 

International law is fraught with partisan debate and exemplary 

scholarship.  In such a politically charged, fluid environment, it is 

especially incumbent upon information gatekeepers (Librarians) to 

build balanced collections where ñall points of viewò are represented 

without restriction.  The Legal Research Center strives to present the 

finest international law materials to the University research community 

and embraces the ALAôs charge of equal access to all points of view 

without restriction as our governing ethos.   

mailto:bwilliams@sandiego.edu
http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/basics/basics.htm
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Welcome, About Us, & What Surrounds Usé 

We are pleased to have the opportunity to briefly outline our foreign, international, and comparative law 

collections and services. We hope this information will encourage you to visit the LRC and to make use of our 

team of research professionals often.  Please contact us if you have any questions:  (USD LRC pubic services 

email  Lrcrefer@sandiego.edu; public services 619/260-4612).   Regardless of your location or research need, 

just ask -- Itôs our pleasure!  And, of course, enjoy San Diego!  The LRC Staff. 

 

Beyond the materials you will find on campus, University of San Diego students may borrow from the library 

collections of the University of California at San Diego (UCSD), California State University San Marcos, and 

San Diego State University via an innovative regional library partnership known as the Circuit.   The Circuit 

enables researchers to explore four university library systems simultaneously via a shared Web-based catalog. 

Regardless of individual University affiliation, researchers are able to request delivery of hard-copy materials 

like books while searching online (anywhere and anytime) from whichever Circuit institution happens to own a 

particular copy of the desired work.   Circuit requests are delivered daily (most often ñnext dayò) to the library 

selected by the borrower as most convenient for pick up.  Visit the Circuit online for additional information at 

http://circuit.sdsu.edu/.   

mailto:Lrcrefer@sandiego.edu
http://circuit.sdsu.edu/
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While our facilities on campus house large stores of traditional library materials, our students enjoy virtually 

unlimited remote access to massive legal research databases, the equivalent of online law libraries.   As 

Robert Berring, Professor of Law and Law Librarian, Boalt Hall, UC Berkeley, notes, ñNo longer do our patrons 

assume that they must go somewhere to get what they need. Todayôs researcher assumes that it will brought 

to him or her.ò1  Our commitment to providing Wireless research environments and securing student access to 

the finest digital content is in keeping with this clear vision of distributed, seamless research support.  In the 

same spirit, the Copley Library (our Universityôs Main Library) shares a slate of wonderful online resources with 

the University community, including CIAO (COLUMBIA INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS ONLINE), a database of 

international affairs working papers, e-books, policy briefs and case studies, and CQ WEEKLY, an excellent 

analytic resource for tracking the affairs of the United States Congress.   

 

Many international and foreign law collections in the area are deserving of mention, including the Los Angeles 

County Law Library (http://lalaw.lib.ca.us/) which has earned its reputation as a strong repository of 

international and foreign law materials.   Both the Los Angeles Public Library (http://www.lapl.org/) and the 

University of California at Los Angeles (http://www.library.ucla.edu/) are full United Nations depository libraries. 

The University of California at San Diego is a European Union depository and thus provides access to 

microform or hard-copy versions of hard-to-find European Union documentation and authority 

(http://libraries.ucsd.edu/).   

 

                                                 
1 Robert Berring, "Carpe Diem" 7(2) Legal Division Quarterly, 18 (2000). 
 

http://0-www.ciaonet.org.sally.sandiego.edu/
http://lalaw.lib.ca.us/
http://www.lapl.org/
http://www.library.ucla.edu/
http://libraries.ucsd.edu/
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Introduction  é 

The University of San Diego Legal Research Center (LRC) has extensive collections covering all areas of 

international law, including specialized collections in comparative and foreign law jurisdictions.  We offer 

access to benchmark analytic and primary legal materials for key common law jurisdictions as well as select 

civil law jurisdictions such as France, Germany, and Mexico.    These traditional sources of foreign and 

international legal information, along with the instant availability of free and commercial digital content in our 

wireless (WiFi) environment, provide our users with the kind of balanced research atmosphere necessary to 

support the wide ranging intellectual discourse of our international graduate law degree program students and 

faculty.   

 

Our collections are especially strong in areas of interdependent humanitarian study such as the law of 

international human rights, international environmental law, and peace and justice studies, areas in which 

publishing volume has increased dramatically.   Our collections also focus on the acquisition of legal 

information generated by and about supranational and regional economic organizations (and their 

corresponding initiatives), like the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the GATT (General Agreement on 

Tariffs and Trade), the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and Free Trade Area of the Americas 

(FTAA), and the European Union (EU) and itôs constituent institutions.    

 

We believe and hope you will agree that from the addition of a 1541 printing of the Magna Carta, the 

ceremonial 500,000th volume acquired by the Legal Research Center in October of 2002, to the Year 2004 roll 

out of our state-of-the-art wireless (WiFi) network, the University of San Diego Legal Research Center is 

working to achieve the intelligent growth of our vibrant library and to achieving our mission of ñmeeting the 

legal information needs of the University.ò    
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Internet Revolution é 

The Internet has profoundly influenced contemporary international, comparative, and foreign law research.  

Many materials that once were difficult (if not impossible) to identify and obtain locally are now disseminated 

online, published there in an official, government endorsed capacity by the foreign state itself and/or its 

authoring international agency.2    Beyond the province of free information produced by foreign states, IGOs 

and NGOs, the scope of international and foreign law collections available through commercial databases has 

increased dramatically.   The Westlaw and Lexis research systems in particular provide Web-based access to 

enormous international law databases, which include many of the signature publications found on the shelves 

of the finest law libraries in the world.   The following is a selective list of some of the most significant sources 

of foreign and international law on the Internet today: 

American Society of International Law (ASIL):  http://www.asil.org/ 

Amnesty International:  http://www.amnesty.org/ 

Europa (European Union):  http://europa.eu.int/ 

Findlaw:  http://www.findlaw.com  

Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA):  http://www.ftaa-alca.org/ 

Human Rights Watch:  http://www.hrw.org/ 

Legal Information Institute (LI - Cornell School of Law)  http://www.law.cornell.edu 

Lexis:  http://www.lexisnexis.com  

United Nations (UN):  http://www.un.org/ 

Westlaw:  http://lawschool.westlaw.com 

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO):  http://www.wipo.int/ 

World Trade Organization (WTO):  http://www.wto.org/ 

                                                 
2 Morris L. Cohen and Kent C. Olson, LEGAL RESEARCH IN A NUTSHELL, at 316 (Eighth Edition). 

http://www.asil.org/
http://europa.eu.int/
http://www.ftaa-alca.org/
http://www.un.org/
http://lawschool.westlaw.com/
http://www.wto.org/
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Referenceé 

Law reference collections inform the reader of modern foreign and international research methods and provide 

the basic comprehension necessary to efficiently pursue international law issues (See, for example, FOREIGN 

LAW: CURRENT SOURCES OF CODES AND BASIC LEGISLATION; GUIDE TO INTERNATIONAL LEGAL RESEARCH; and, 

GERMAINôS TRANSNATIONAL LAW RESEARCH: GUIDE FOR ATTORNEYôs;).  Similarly, benchmark foreign and 

international law dictionaries define the unique terms of art typically encountered in foreign law practice while 

subject and jurisdiction-based international law dictionaries such as H. Victor Cond®ôs A HANDBOOK OF 

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TERMINOLOGY and University of San Diego Law Professor Jorge A. Vargasô 

MEXICAN LEGAL DICTIONARY AND DESK REFERENCE deliver concise and refined pathways to further intellectual 

exploration.    

 

Canon Lawé 

The University of San Diego as a Roman Catholic institution is shaped in significant part by its Catholic 

identity.  The Canon Law that emerged from the Roman system is vastly influential on the Church and its 

followers to this day.  The Legal Research Center acquires both contemporary and historic materials which 

examine the sources, methods and instruments of the Canon Law.    

 

We have invested significantly in a complete reproduction of the Law Library Microform Consortiumôs (LLMC) 

filmed copy of the ROBBINS COLLECTION OF CANON LAW, University of California at Berkeley Law Library.  With 

these exceptional materials reduced to an accessible imprint, the Legal Research Center is able to make the 

rarest canonical works and scholarly commentaries available to our University research community in a 

convenient, durable medium.   
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Human Rightsé 

The University of San Diegoôs Legal Research Center (LRC) is home to a vital collection of human rights 

related data.  Our commitment  to collection building in the area of human rights, along with our goal of making 

all collections seamlessly available via our web catalog, full-text database subscriptions, and consortial 

arrangements with neighboring research institutions  (See USD Catalogs and Databases at 

http://www.sandiego.edu/lrc/catalogs/), means that the USD community enjoys instant access to LRC 

resources and the resources of the libraries of the University of California, San Diego (UCSD), San Diego 

State University (SDSU), and Cal State San Marcos.    

Central to the LRC Human Rights collection is the Human Rights Documents Microform Series and the 

Amnesty International Collection, published by IDC Publishing.   The massive Human Rights Documents 

collection addresses issues of global concern like womenôs rights, childrenôs rights, the right to freedom of 

expression and assembly, torture, politically motivated killings and imprisonment.  The publisher estimates that 

ñover 5,000 organizations and individuals around the world working for the advancement of human rightsò are 

contacted in the course of identifying and collecting these often rare documents.   

In addition, the LRC receives the entire Amnesty International Microform Collection.   Amnesty International 

Country Dossiers are available from 1975-2002.  Other Amnesty International publications such as 

Newsletters, Annual Reports, Topical Reports, etc., are collected from Amnestyôs origins in the early 1960s to 

the present.  The republication and distribution of these human rights documents plays a central role in 

Amnesty Internationalôs thirty-plus year campaign against political imprisonment, torture, and executions 

throughout the world.     

Finally, materials such as The TOKYO MAJOR WAR CRIMES TRIAL, an extensive collection on the 

Nuremberg Trial, including TRIAL OF THE MAJOR WAR CRIMINALS BEFORE THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY 

TRIBUNAL NUREMBERG, and the far more recent materials published on conflict and crimes in the former 

Yugoslavia and Rwanda, evidence the Legal Research Centerôs core commitment to building an 

outstanding collection for the study of human rights.

http://www.sandiego.edu/lrc/catalogs/
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International Commerce é 

International law and commerce is an area of exponential collection development as publishing 

conglomerates, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), government agencies, and academic presses all 

struggle to keep pace with the explosive influence of economic globalization and, more to the point,  the World 

Trade Organization, the European Union, and the central economic initiatives of the Western Hemisphere,  the 

North American Free Trade Area (NAFTA) and its proposed successor, the Free Trade Area of the Americas 

(FTAA). 

 

The LRCôs international commerce materials include a substantial treatise collection on the General 

Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and the World Trade Organization.  Works such as Matthias Oeschôs 

STANDARDS OF REVIEW IN WTO DISPUTE RESOLUTION (2004) assess the ñtense relationship between 

interdependence and national sovereignty against which the WTOò and economic globalization operate.  

Looseleaf services such as the INTERNATIONAL TRADE REPORTER (BNA) provide researchers with access to 

fundamental WTO/GATT information, including case digests, decisions, trade policy analysis, import/export 

regulations and WTO dispute settlement report summaries.  Similarly the WTO DISPUTE SETTLEMENT 

DECISIONS: BERNANôS ANNOTATED REPORTER presents WTO decisions, accompanied by extensive case 

history and analysis.   

 

The growth and development of regional economic organizations and agreements is another area in which the 

Legal Research Center is building significant collections, especially as pertains to the Western Hemisphereôs 

most controversial economic measures, NAFTA and the nascent FTAA (See, Professor Ralph H. Folsomôs 

NAFTA AND FREE TRADE IN THE AMERICAS).   The United States leads the FTAA initiative, which may result in 

the ñlargest and most powerful economic bloc in the worldò (See, FREE TRADE FOR THE AMERICAS? THE UNITED 

STATESô PUSH FOR THE FTAA AGREEMENT (2004)).   
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Virtually all GATT and WTO-related documentation is available on the Westlaw and Lexis research systems.  

Lexis provides full-text access to international trade treaties, the GATT Panel and WTO Decisions, GATT/WTO 

Basic Instruments and Selected Documents (BISD), WTO Dispute Settlement (from January 1948), and 

access to the NAFTA Agreement and its related documentation (Agreement with Annexes; Supplemental 

Agreement).  The Westlaw research system publishes documents from dispute settlement panels formed 

under the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 

Westlaw coverage of GATT decisions extends from 1948 to 1994 while coverage of WTO decisions begins 

with 1995. 

 

The European Union is perhaps the most influential of the regional or supranational organizations and our 

collections reflect that significance.  They include the OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, the 

BULLETIN OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, and secondary sources of legal analysis like the EUROPEAN UNION LAW 

REPORTER (CCH) and THE LAW OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY (Matthew-Bender).    Westlaw and Lexis 

publish much of the European Unionôs primary authority online.  Lexisô European Union library includes 

European Union treaties and agreements, legislation and regulations, case law, commentaries and treatises, 

news and international arbitration resources.   Similarly Westlawôs European Union Directory links to a wide 

variety of EU information, from primary documents to secondary analysis.  The Westlaw Database, EU-ALL, 

includes decisions of the Court of Justice and Court of First Instance, as well as Official Journal L and C Series 

legislation, international agreements, and other documents.   Finally, EUROPA, the European Union Internet 

hub, disseminates all of the European Unionôs documents, legislation, and case law in the several languages 

of the Unionôs growing number of member states (See, http://europa.eu.int/).  

 

http://europa.eu.int/
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International Taxation é 

The University of San Diego has one of the most extensive tax law collections in Southern California.  Among 

the essential resources are looseleafs like CCHôs STANDARD FEDERAL TAX REPORTER, RIAôS UNITED STATES 

TAX REPORTER, and BNAôs TAX MANAGEMENT PORTFOLIOS, as well as comprehensive tax databases like 

CCHôS INTERNET TAX RESEARCH NETWORK and RIAôS CHECKPOINT system.   Our customs and importation 

collection includes benchmark sources like Oceanaôs CUSTOMS LAW & ADMINISTRATION which collects bilateral 

and multilateral agreements between the United States and its trading partners.   Additional access to 

customs, tariffs and trade information is available through Westlaw and Lexis.   Lexis provides access to 

significant treatises like RHOADES AND LANGERôS U.S. INTERNATIONAL TAXATION AND TAX TREATIES while 

Westlaw provides access to RIAôs TAX TREATIES AND EXPLANATIONS.    

Immigration é 

Immigration is a defining characteristic of the San Diego border region:  ñWe share a long border with Mexico 

that is more than a line drawn on a map:  it is a way of life for millions residing in our border communities.ò3 

Asylum, naturalization, deportation, the effects of Operation Gatekeeper, September 11
th
, the issues that 

define modern immigration law and practice are as challenging as are encountered in any legal discipline.  

From Kevin R. Johnsonôs inquiry into THE ñHUDDLED MASSES MYTH: IMMIGRATION AND CIVIL RIGHTS (2004), to 

asylum and refugee civil rights law practice manuals, the LRC has a collection which supports the ambitious 

research of the entire University.  

                                                 

3ñWhen Commissioner James Ziglar of the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service spoke these words in 

his April 16, 2002 testimony before Congress, he could not have been more accurate. A fascinating world that 
differs from other regions in the United States and Mexico exists on the long stretch of 2,000 plus miles that 
divides the two countries. The differences can be subtle or marked; economic, social, or political; they can 
involve coordination of civil remedies or criminal penalties; they are what make up "la frontera" -- our border 
with Mexico.ò  BROADER BORDERS, University of San Diego Legal Research Center, available at 
http://www.sandiego.edu/lrc/broaderborders/ib.html. 

 

  

http://www.sandiego.edu/lrc/broaderborders/ib.html
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Mexicoé 

San Diegoôs geographic, social, and political nexus with Mexico and our Universityôs commitment to the study 

of trans-border as well as peace and justice issues (See, USD Trans-Border Institute at 

http://www.sandiego.edu/tbi/) have created an environment where the considerable acquisition of materials on 

the law of Mexico is a necessity.  This collection is extensive.  It includes primary source materials in the 

Spanish language, as well as English and Spanish language analytic or ñsecondaryò monographs, journals, 

and treatises. Professor Jorge A. Vargasô multi-volume treatise, MEXICAN LAW:  A TREATISE FOR LEGAL 

PRACTITIONERS AND INTERNATIONAL INVESTORS, forms a key component of this analytic collection (For 

additional information on the Law of Mexico online, Professor Vargas has developed an award winning site, 

MexLaw.com, available at http://www.mexlaw.com).    

 

In concert with the Trans-Border Institute, the LRC has also developed Broader Borders, ña starting point for 

research on some of the legal issues surrounding the international boundary (See, Broader Borders, 

http://www.sandiego.edu/lrc/broaderborders/).   

 

As is true of most contemporary legal research endeavors, significant free and commercial digital collections 

compliment our basic print-paper materials, including the Inter-American Database and again the Westlaw and 

Lexis research systems.   Lexis and Westlaw disseminate much of the basic primary authority generated by the 

Government of Mexico in its law making process.  At present, Westlaw publishes a current version of the 

DIARIO OFICIAL DE LA FEDERACION as well as ENFLEX, a database of all currently available environmental, 

health and safety regulations for Mexico.   The DIARIO, Mexicoôs official daily gazette, includes federal 

legislation, daily exchange rates, decrees, laws, norms (technical standards), regulations, announcements, 

concessions and special notices.  Lexis provides access to the decisions of the Supreme Court of Mexico 

(Jurisprudencia de la Corte Suprema de Mexico) and the central Códigos de México, including the Civil and 

Penal Codes.   Taken together, the Westlaw and Lexis research systems offer student and faculty important 

significant full-text access to the primary authority of Mexico. 

http://www.sandiego.edu/tbi/
http://www.sandiego.edu/lrc/broaderborders/
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Common Law Jurisdictions é 

The Legal Research Center has acquired an extensive collection of legal materials in support of scholarly 

research into the ñconstitutional and legal legacy of the British Empire.ò  Dispersion [through violent conquest] 

of English legal and constitutional institutions was the genesis for many of the worldôs contemporary common 

law legal systems.    

 

The LRCôs acquisition of THE COMMON LAW ABROAD film project from the  Law Library Microform Consortium 

(LLMC) gives us accessible, durable film copies of the core materials from jurisdictions like British Canada, 

British Caribbean, British India, British Far East, British Mediterranean/Near east, British Africa, and other 

territories.   This collection of 7,200 filmed works gives our users the historical depth necessary to explore the 

origins of the Common Law system. 

 

Our hard-copy United Kingdom collection is plentiful.  It includes, among many other significant sources, a 

complete collection of the ENGLISH REPORTS (reprinting all court reports from the year 1220 to 1865), 

HALSBURYôS STATUTES, STATUTES OF THE REALM, and the ALL ENGLAND LAW REPORTS.  Our Canadian 

collection includes ACTS OF THE PARLIAMENT OF CANADA, CANADA SUPREME COURT REPORTS, CANADA 

FEDERAL COURT REPORTS, the WESTERN WEEKLY REPORTS, and CANADIAN ABRIDGMENT.   

 

Scholarly inquiry into current and historical issues affecting the practice of law in Canada and other modern 

Common Law jurisdictions are explored though extensive law review literature and treatise collections.   The 

Westlaw and Lexis databases are excellent sources for Canadian and United Kingdom primary authority, 

though the historical parameters of the LRCôs hard-copy collections extends centuries beyond the scope of 

either Westlaw or Lexis.    
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Civil Law Jurisdictionsé 

ñWhile the nations of Europe share a common civil law tradition, each of them has unique sources and 

influences which shaped their own national legal developmentò   (LLMC Civil Law II).  The Legal Research 

Center has acquired an important collection of rare or ñimpossible-to-obtain-in-hardcopyò Civil Law materials. 

While we contain basic print research collections for Germany, France, and Mexico, our microform collections 

offer the University community access to the most important works of law in the Civil Law traditions of France, 

Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Italy, Spain, and Portugal.   
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Journal Literature é 

The University research community enjoys access to the LRCôs significant international and foreign law related 

journal literature collections.  It is estimated that the LRC subscribes to more than 800 law journals, law 

reviews, and legal newsletters in traditional print media.  A substantial percentage of these titles publish 

articles on issues of foreign and international legal concern.   Concurrently, journal literature is indexed and 

made available online through legal research systems like Lexis and Westlaw and image-based journal 

databases like Hein Online and JSTOR (Journal Storage).   The Westlaw journal collection, as example, 

provides full-text coverage and online access to more than 600 law reviews and bar journals.  For both 

Westlaw and Lexis, full-text coverage extends back to the early 1980s for the highest regarded law journals 

and reviews.  While the Lexis and Westlaw journal literature collections are terribly significant, they do not 

digitize the most important law journalsô earliest literature.  Thus, there was a gap in full-text journal coverage.  

 Hein Online has filled the gap, developing a preservation database of law journals.  Rather than beginning 

digitization in the early 1980s, Hein provides image-based copies (exact replicas) of journal articles from the 

earliest volumes of over 500 legal periodicals up to the very most current issues.   

 

The LRC provides access to journal indexes like LEGALTRAC, INDEX TO LEGAL PERIODICALS, THE INDEX TO 

FOREIGN LEGAL PERIODICALS, LEGAL RESOURCE INDEX and LEGAL JOURNALS INDEX. Of particular interest to 

foreign and international researchers is Westlawôs LEGAL JOURNALS INDEX (LJI).  LJI indexes articles from legal 

journals published in the United Kingdom and Europe and those journals covering topics germane to the study 

of the European Community and of its Member States.  Westlaw suggests that over 430 United Kingdom and 

English language journals are indexed in Legal Journals Index alone.  Another crucial international and foreign 

journal literature index is INDEX TO FOREIGN LEGAL PERIODICALS (IFLP).  IFLP indexes journal articles published 

abroad in the source languages of the global community:  ñit is a multilingual index to articles and book reviews 

appearing in approximately 520 legal journals published worldwide. It provides in-depth coverage of public and 

private international law, comparative and foreign law, and the law of all jurisdictions other than the United 

States, the U.K., Canada, and Australia. IFLP also analyzes the contents of approximately eighty individually 

published collections of legal essays, Festschriften, M®langes, and congress reports each yearò 

(http://www.law.berkeley.edu/library/iflp/). 



 

LEGAL RESEARCH CENTER (LRC) 

FOREIGN/INTERNATIONAL COLLECTION  
Brian Williams, Foreign/Intõl Law Specialist, 

8.26.2008 

  

 

 

 

Multi -Jurisdictional & Comparative Sourcesé 

The LRC has a rich collection of multi-jurisdictional sources which provide English language access to the 

decisions, laws, and rules of many foreign jurisdictions.  Multi-volume loose leaf services such as the 

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF LAWS ï ENVIRONMENTAL LAW publish current and authoritative English language 

translations of the law of foreign jurisdictions in a particular subject concentration.  Multi-jurisdictional materials 

enable researchers to examine and compare the law of several jurisdictions at once and in a convenient, 

concentrated medium.   

 

 

Yearbooks are an excellent source of information regarding foreign state practices.  The LRC receives several 

of the most significant yearbooks, including THE YEARBOOK OF EUROPEAN LAW and the YEARBOOK OF 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, a clearinghouse of information on the activities of international groups and 

associations.  Other jurisdictionally-based yearbooks provide the LRC with a current, authoritative review of the 

legal affairs of jurisdictions like China, Japan, Germany, and France.   International law yearbooks typically 

include annual reviews of significant statutory developments as well as case analyses (if applicable) and 

scholarly articles which describe the foreign jurisdictionôs law making processes.  They are excellent sources of 

both primary and secondary legal information.   

 

 

The finest comparative law materials enable legal scholars to measure the work of dissimilar legal systems 

against each other in particular subject areas.   Works such as JUDICIAL COMPARATIVISM IN HUMAN RIGHTS 

examine the manner in which human rights abuses are attended in potentially disparate legal environments.  

Other works may focus on a single foreign jurisdiction like COMPARATIVE LAW: LAW AND THE LEGAL PROCESS 

OF JAPAN.  The Legal Research Center subscribes to over 90 journals and law reviews which take some 

element of comparative law as their focus.   
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Treaties é 

Online image based foreign and international law materials are growing dramatically.  Hein Online, a venerable 

publisher of legal information, champions the preservation of historical legal materials, making image based 

copies of all United States treaties and agreements available to subscribers.   While other commercial vendors 

tend to focus their attention on making only the most current international materials available full text, Hein has 

produced a massive historical repository of Treaties and International Law Agreements which makes the very 

earliest international agreements to which the United States was a signatory available in an image-based, 

online database.   The Hein Online resource is available to the University of San Diego community on campus 

and by remote login.   

 

International Conventions (Treaties), of the type digitized by Hein, are the most significant sources of 

international law.  The LRC also receives the Department of State published authoritative sources for treaties 

to which the United States is a signatory in our traditional print collection (UNITED STATES TREATIES AND OTHER 

INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS U.ST. and TREATIES AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ACTS SERIES T.I.A.S.). Prior to 

1949, U.S. treaties appeared in the United States Statutes at Large.   The LRC collection includes the 

STATUTES AT LARGE as well as BEVANSô TREATIES AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS OF THE UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA 1776-1949.  

 

The LRC subscribes to or owns all signature international treaty publications, including the UNITED NATIONS 

TREATY SERIES (U.N.T.S.).   UNTS publishes all treaties entered into by member nations since 1946.  In 

addition, the LRC has a complete collection of the UNôs precursor, the LEAGUE OF NATIONS TREATY SERIES 

(L.N.T.S.) and the CONSOLIDATED TREATY SERIES (C.T.S.), which publishes treaties entered into between 

nations from the year 1648 to 1919.   These agreements appear in the original language of the signatories 

(The Treaty of Peace between Spain and the Netherlands, 30 January 1648, appears in Latin and French 

(See, 1 CONSOLIDATED TREATY SERIES, at 3 & 70). 
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International Courts é 
 
The Legal Research Center acquires the decisions of the International Court of Justice (ICJ). ICJ decisions are 

published in REPORTS OF JUDGMENTS, ADVISORY OPINIONS AND ORDERS.  As is the case of many ñofficialò 

government reporters and publications, the ICJôs tendency is to publish at a deliberate pace.  As a result, 

recent ICJ opinions may remain unavailable in the official reports for some time subsequent to the Courtôs 

formal ruling.   Fortunately these current ICJ decisions appear in a timely manner in the American Society of 

International Lawôs INTERNATIONAL LEGAL MATERIALS, available in the LRCôs journals collections, and online 

through the Lexis and Westlaw research systems.  They are also published online by the Court itself and made 

available at the ICJ website.   As one might expect, noteworthy secondary sources are available in the LRC 

which describe the ICJ, its substantive and procedural law making activities (See, THE INTERNATIONAL COURT 

OF JUSTICE, 1946-1996; INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE YEARBOOK; THE LAW AND PRACTICE OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL COURT).    

 

The LRC collects works pertaining to other international and foreign courts, including information on the 

International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS).  Similarly, the LRC collects publications relating to the 

International Criminal Court.  The ICCôs jurisdiction encompasses war crimes, genocide, and crimes against 

humanity.  Treatises provide analysis of the structure and activities of the ICC (See, THE ROME STATUTE OF 

THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT: A COMMENTARY).    

 

The LRC collects law related information on the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda.  GLOBAL WAR CRIMES 

TRIBUNAL COLLECTION, a multi-volume work which examines war crimes tribunals ñof the futureò and publishes 

the massive transcripts of each of the complex formal proceedings of the International Criminal Court for the 

Former Yugoslavia and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda.   The Westlaw research system makes 

all documents (judgments, decisions, orders, and indictments) issued by both International Tribunals available 

online, full-text.   Additional secondary sources enrich the LRCôs international court materials collections   (See, 
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AN INSIDERôS GUIDE TO THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL TRIBUNAL FOR THE FORMER YUGOSLAVIA: A 

DOCUMENTARY HISTORY & ANALYSIS).  

 

The LRC collects the decisions of the European Unionôs European Court of Justice and its subordinate court, 

the Court of First Instance in the OFFICIAL REPORTS OF CASES BEFORE THE COURT OF JUSTICE AND THE COURT 

OF FIRST INSTANCE.  As the decisions of these regional courts affect the law of member states and those 

dealing with member states, the ECJ decisions assume a position of global importance that extends well 

beyond its continental geography.  ECJ opinions and scholarly evaluation of the ECJ are available to LRC 

researchers via several important commercial publications; all ECJ decisions are available full text from the 

Westlaw and Lexis research systems.   The European Court of Human Rights, responsible for the protection of 

the rights of individuals, was created in 1950 under the auspices of the European Convention of Human 

Rights.  The Court of Human Rightsô decisions, published in REPORTS OF JUDGMENTS AND DECISIONS, are also 

available in the LRC, and in important commercial compilations like LEADING CASES OF HE EUROPEAN COURT 

OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 

 

United Nations é 

The LRC acquires all law related United Nations documents, as well as materials generated by the 

International Court of Justice and its predecessor, the Permanent Court of International Justice (See, 

International Courts).  All members of the University of San Diego community enjoy ñCircuitò access 

(http://circuit.sdsu.edu/) to the University of California San Diego United Nations Depository Collection, the 

strongest collection of United Nations documents in Southern California.    

 

Research Assistanceé 

Assistance with research is available from the Reference Desk at lrcrefer@sandiego.edu or 619/260-4612.  

For suggestions regarding the acquisition foreign, international, and comparative law materials, please contact 

Brian Williams at bwilliams@sandiego.edu.   
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