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Legal Writing & Research - Spring 
2017 Lexis and Westlaw Refresher 

 
Legal Research Center Support Options:  
 
Reference Desk Spring Semester Hours 
January 9th-April 26th:  
 
M – Th  9 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Friday  9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Sa-Su            12 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
 

 
Phone: (619) 260-4612 
 
Email: lrcrefer@sandiego.edu 
 
Chat: via the LRC website during               
           Reference hours 
 

 
FACT PATTERN: 
 
Your Client Rivers Phillip, was recently hired to work as an architect with a San Diego 
architectural firm, Nuts and Bolts (Bolts).  The firm has an annual flag football game 
each September against rival firm, The Ramming Raiders (Raiders).  Rivers was hired 
in February and had been told about the longstanding football rivalry by all of his 
superiors.  Rivers was once a professional athlete, but lost his position after his team 
relocated to Los Angeles. Over the course of the summer, his colleagues at Bolts 
constantly encourage Rivers to compete in the game.  One of the partners even 
implied, presumably in jest, that Rivers’ prospects at the firm were dependent on his 
participation.  
 
At the game, which occurred on a Saturday in September, Rivers was hit while 
(awkwardly) running the ball, and sustained a fractured humerus.  He has been unable 
to draft for the last several months.  He has come to you to determine whether he can 
claim the injury occurred during a work-related event and would therefore be 
covered by worker’s compensation. 
 
JURISDICTION: California 
 
FOUR STEP RESEARCH PLAN: 

1. Secondary Sources – Treatises and Practice Guides  
2. Statutes 
3. Cases 
4. Citators – Shepard’s and Keycite 
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SIGN-ON: Lexis Law School Page:  
            http://www.lexis.com/lawschool 

 
 
 

 
STEP 1:  USING SECONDARY SOURCES TO UNDERSTAND TOPIC 

1. Type: Workers' compensation for playing recreational sports and 
hit search 

2. Narrow by Secondary Sources  
3. Narrow by Category to Treatise (or select multiple categories)  
4. Narrow by Jurisdiction to California 
5. Click Result - California Workers' Compensation Law § 10.03 

a. Click on Table of Contents or scroll down to relevant heading 
under Chapter 10.03 - [6] Recreational, Athletic and Social 
Activities 

6. Learn more about the elements at issue in your fact pattern - 
"reasonable expectancy" and "objectively reasonable." 

7. Note important statutory sections and cases. 
a. Cal. Lab. Code, 3600(a)(9) 
b. Ezzy v. Workers' Comp. Appeals Bd. (1983); State Farm Fire & 

Casualty Co. v. Workers' Comp. Appeals Bd. (Felts) (1981); 
United Parcel Service, Inc. v. Industrial Acc. Com. (Byington) 
(1959). 

 
 
STEP 2:  STATUTES 

1. Review any important statutes from Step 1(7): Cal. Lab. Code § 
3600(a)(9) 

a. Note the currency listed at the top of the page. 
2. You can also search statutes by natural language, but it is usually not 

very efficient.  To view your natural language search, return to your 
search for: Workers' compensation for playing recreational sports.   

a. Select the Statutes and Legislation tab 
b. Narrow by Jurisdiction to California 

3. As a third option, you can try a terms and connectors (Boolean) search 
here: "Workers' compensation" & recreat! & sport! 

a. Select Statutes and Legislation tab 
b. Narrow by Jurisdiction to California 
c. Narrow by Category to Codes 

4. Review the Case Notes for the statute under sections 40 and 43 

 

http://www.lexis.com/lawschool
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STEP 3: CASES 

1. Review any important cases from Step 1(7): Ezzy v. Workers' Comp. 
Appeals Bd., 194 Cal. Rptr. 90 (1983) 

2. Find more cases starting from this case by using  
a. The Legal Issue Trail     
b. Use LexisNexis Headnotes - Topics and subptopics (you must 

reset your jurisdiction here)   
c. Use LexisNexis Headnotes - Shepardize - Narrow by this 

headnote  
3. You can also search cases by natural language. To view your natural 

language search, return to your search for: Workers' compensation for 
playing recreational sports.   

a. Select the Cases tab 
b. Narrow by Court to California 

4. You may want to try a terms and connectors (Boolean) search here: 
"Workers' compensation" & recreat! & sport! 

a. Select the Cases tab 
b. Narrow by Jurisdiction to California 

 
 
STEP 4: SHEPARDIZE TO FIND ADDITIONAL CASES & VALIDATE 
 

FIND ADDITIONAL CASES 
1. Return to Ezzy case 
2. Go to Headnote #3 - click on Shepardize - Narrow by this Headnote 
3. Narrow by  

a. Search Within Results: sport 
 

ENSURE GOOD LAW 
1. Return to Ezzy case 
2. Note the Shepard's preview to the right of the page 
3. Click on Shepardize this document 
4. Note any Appellate History, then click on Citing Decisions. 
5. In this instance, we have one case that has distinguished itself from 

Ezzy: Childers v. Shasta Livestock Auction Yard, 235 Cal. Rptr. 641. 
a. Review Childers to understand the reason that it does not use 

the Ezzy test.  
6. Return to the Shepard's report and use the facets on the left to limit by 

Jurisdiction or by Headnote. 
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TERMS AND CONNECTORS 
 
or  Find Synonyms/ Alternatives  = car or auto or vehicle 
 
and  Require Both Terms in Doc  = assumption of risk and golf 
 
/#  Within a Certain If of Words  = car /10 injure 
 
/s  Within the Same Sentence  = copyright /s infringement 
 
/p  Within the Same Paragraph  = personal injury /p damages 
  
!   Root expander to search for  = object! 

words with multiple endings like  
objected, objection, and objecting. 

  
 

Q: Is it better to use a natural language search, terms and connectors (Boolean), or advanced 
field/segment search?   
 

A: It depends! Natural language is often the most intuitive for new researchers and can yield 
excellent results after using necessary limiters on jurisdiction and content type. However, a 
natural language search may not always find all results or even the best results.  A well-
constructed terms and connectors search may find documents you would otherwise have missed.  
Using segments/fields can help you retrieve only specific relevant documents.  For example, if 
you are searching for all of the opinions written by Judge John Smith, use the judge 
segment/field and you will not retrieve cases where the attorney or party is named John Smith. 

RESEARCH TIPS: 
o Pick cases that give good discussion of elements and how it is applied.  

Look for court to set out tests, standards, or define certain elements. 
 

o Too many results? Focus on specific element in cause of action or a 
legally significant fact. 

 
o Too few results? Remove specific facts or try to think of broader 

category that fact might fit under. 
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SIGN-ON: Westlaw Law School Page:  
                       http://www.lawschool.westlaw.com 
       

 
 

FACT PATTERN: 
 
Defendant filed a motion to suppress marijuana found in his home arguing that federal 
agents made a warrantless entry into his home without probable cause. The 
government argues this was an exception to the warrant requirement because the 
agents believed that a burglary was in progress when they arrived at 3:30AM, they 
found the lights on, saw a side sliding door open even though they had been told by a 
neighbor that the house had been vacant for a month. 
 
JURISDICTION: Federal, 9th Circuit 
 
STEP 1:  USING SECONDARY SOURCES TO UNDERSTAND TOPIC 

1. Browse for sources by clicking on Secondary Sources without entering 
in any search terms 

2. Select your Topic: Criminal Law 
3. Select All Criminal Law Texts and Treatises to see all available 

options. 
a. Note possible sources, e.g. Criminal Procedure Handbook, 

Search & Seizure Checklists, Search & Seizure: A Treatise on 
the Fourth Amendment, Search Warrant Law Deskbook, 
Searches & Seizures, Arrests & Confessions 

4. Click on the title Search & Seizure: A Treatise on the Fourth 
Amendment   

a. Search within the entire treatise using the search bar at the top 
(example: Burgl! /s progress) or browse the table of contents 
for a relevant section.  

5. Open Search And Seizure: A Treatise On The Fourth Amendment 
§ 6.6(b) To protect property  

6. Learn more about the elements at issue in your fact pattern - "Police 
may also enter private property for the purpose of protecting the 
property of the owner...where the police reasonably believe that the 
premises have recently been or are being burglarized." 

7. Note important statutory sections and cases. 
a. In footnote 84 note the 9th Circuit case: Murdock v. Stout, 54 

F.3d 1437 (9th Cir.1995)  

 

http://www.lawschool.westlaw.com/
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STEP 2:  STATUTES 
1. Review any important statutes from Step 1(7): None 
2. Look for case annotations.  You can see reference to the overarching IV 

Amendment statutory concerns in the secondary source for this issue.  
Beyond reviewing the volumes of case annotations in the USCA/USCS, 
this fact pattern does not involve other federal statutes. 

 
STEP 3:  CASES 

1. Review any important cases from Step 1(7): Murdock v. Stout, 54 
F.3d 1437 (9th Cir.1995) 

2. Find more cases starting from this case by using  
a. Westlaw Headnote 7 - 16 cases that have cited this headnote 
b. Westlaw Headnote 7 - Topic (Searches and Seizure) and key 

number (presence of probable cause)- 59 case squibs 
3. You can also search for more cases by natural language or terms and 

connectors 
a. Select Cases from the All Content tab 
b. Select Ninth Circuit 
c. Search for warrantless entry burglary in progress 

4. Note that we see some of the same cases as we found in steps 2(a) and 
2(b), e.g. Dagdagan v. City of Vallejo and Frunz v. City of Tacoma 

 
 
STEP 4:  KEYCITE TO FIND ADDITIONAL CASES & VALIDATE 
 
                    FIND ADDITIONAL CASES 

1. Return to Murdock case 
2. Click on the Citing References tab 
3. Click on Cases 
4. Narrow by Headnote Topic Searches and Seizure - Specify Headnote 7 

- 16 cases have cited this headnote  
 
                    ENSURE GOOD LAW  

1. Return to Murdock case 
2. Note the Red flag and the notation Abrogation Recognized by 

Sandoval v. Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Dept., 9th Cir.(Nev.), 
July 1, 2014 

3. Select on the Negative Treatment tab 


