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Getting Started 
What are you looking for? 
In your practice you may be called upon to pull up any number of 
documents related to foreign and international law even if it is not your 
area of expertise.  This pamphlet will help guide your search for:  

• Treaties, Conventions, or other International Agreements 
• International Case Law  
• Foreign Law: Statutes and Case Law 
• U. N. Documents 

Treaties 
A treaty (sometimes called a convention, covenant, protocol, etc.) is an 
agreement between two or more nations or international organizations.   

• International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution 
Damage, June 19, 1975, 973 U.N.T.S. 3, 9 I.L.M. 45. 

International Case Law 
Along with treaties, international cases are some of the most important 
documents of international law. 

• Oil Platforms (Iran v. U.S.), 2003 I.C.J. 161. 

Foreign Law 
Foreign law is the domestic law of any country other than the U.S.  

• Ley de concursos mercantiles, Diario Oficial de la Federacion 
[D.O.], 12 de Mayo de 2000 (Mex.). 

U.N. Documents 
Use the U.N. Doc. Symbol to locate your document. 

• Oil for Food Program, S.C. Res. 986, ¶¶ 1, 8, U.N. Doc. 
S/RES/986 (Apr. 14, 1995). 

Citation 
Refer to the following Bluebook sections: Rule 21.4 (Treaties), Rule 21.5 
(International Law Cases), Rule 20 (Foreign Materials), Rule 21.7 
(United Nations Sources), Table 2 (Foreign Jurisdictions) 



 

Treaties 
A treaty (sometimes called a convention, covenant, protocol, charter, 
pact, etc.) is an agreement between two or more nations or international 
organizations. It may be bilateral (between two countries), or multilateral 
(between three or more countries).  

Electronic Information System for International Law 
Free online searchable database of international law information with 
links to relevant primary materials and authoritative web sites. 
http://www.eisil.org/  

HeinOnline  
The Treaties and Agreements Library includes PDF images of Statutes 
at Large, U.S.T., T.I.A.S, Bevans, Treaties in Force, and International 
Legal Materials.  The United Nations Law Collection includes PDF 
images of U.N.T.S. and L.N.T.S. 
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/lrc/find_resources/research_databases/ 

United Nations Treaty Collection 
Includes Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General and 
the United Nations Treaty Series. 
http://treaties.un.org/Home.aspx  

Westlaw and Lexis 
Both Westlaw and Lexis contain Statutes at Large, U.S.T., T.I.A.S, 
Bevans, Treaties in Force, and International Legal Materials. 

Additional Resources 
Even with all the right tools, treaty research can be quite difficult and time 
consuming.  For additional guidance please refer to the LRC's Treaty 
Research Libguide page at 
http://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/content.php?pid=83558&sid=620163    

 

 

http://www.eisil.org/
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/lrc/find_resources/research_databases/
http://treaties.un.org/Home.aspx
http://lawlibguides.sandiego.edu/content.php?pid=83558&sid=620163


 

Case Law 
Along with treaties, international cases are some of the most important 
documents of international law. The primary source of international 
cases is the International Court of Justice, a part of the United Nations. 
Other sources of important international case law include the European 
Court of Justice, and European Court of Human Rights.  

International Court of Justice (ICJ)  
The International Court of Justice (ICJ) decides cases of international 
law between separate countries and it issues advisory opinions on legal 
questions referred to it by the UN: Cases from 1947-present available for 
free from the ICJ website and HeinOnline 
http://www.icj-cij.org/  
http://0-www.heinonline.org.sally.sandiego.edu/HOL/Welcome 

European Court of Justice (ECJ)  
The European Court of Justice (ECJ) decides cases arising from EU law 
including, but not limited to, disputes about interpretation and application 
of treaties and/or failure to implement EU legislation: Cases from 1954-
present available for free from EUR-Lex and HeinOnline.  
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/collection/eu-law/eu-case-law.html  
http://0-www.heinonline.org.sally.sandiego.edu/HOL/Welcome 

European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) 
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR): The ECHR is the result of the 
European Convention on Human Rights and is administered through the 
Council of Europe. The ECHR is separate and distinct from the 
European Court of Justice (ECJ).  Cases from 1960-present are 
available for free on the Court's website. 
http://www.echr.coe.int/Pages/home.aspx?p=home  

Westlaw and Lexis 
Both Westlaw and Lexis contain the full run of cases from the 
International Court of Justice, the European Court of Justice, and the 
European Court of Human Rights.  Westlaw contains additional cases for 
the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and 
the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR).  

 

http://www.icj-cij.org/
http://0-www.heinonline.org.sally.sandiego.edu/HOL/Welcome
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/collection/eu-law/eu-case-law.html
http://0-www.heinonline.org.sally.sandiego.edu/HOL/Welcome
http://www.echr.coe.int/Pages/home.aspx?p=home


 

Foreign Law 
Foreign Law refers to the domestic law of any country other than the 
United States.  When researching the law of a foreign nation, it is helpful 
to begin with a research guide or overview of the legal system.  Use 
these starting points to find laws, legislative texts, and caselaw of 
individual countries. 
 
Bluebook rules for specific jurisdictions are given in Table 2: Foreign 
Jurisdictions.  

Reynolds & Flores Foreign Law Guide  
An excellent starting point for locating the statutes of another country.  
For each foreign country there is a brief introduction to the legal system, 
a list of codifications, gazettes and other sources of law and then a 
section listing sources of law by subject. There are citations to materials 
both in the original language and English translations where available.  
Off campus access is limited to USD students, faculty, and staff.   
http://0-foreignlawguide.com.sally.sandiego.edu/    
  

Foreign Law Research Country-by-Country Database 
The Yale Law Library has compiled a country-by-country guide of online 
free and subscription-based foreign law research materials. 
http://library.law.yale.edu/research/guides/country-guide 

Global-Regulation 
Global-Regulation allows you to search in English a rapidly growing 
index of more than 1.3 million laws and regulations (linking to the official 
full-text source) from 48 countries.  Global-Regulation is limited to USD 
students, faculty, and staff through the LRC Databases page. 
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/lrc/find_resources/research_databases/ 

Westlaw and Lexis 
Both LexisNexis and Westlaw contain legal databases for a variety of 
countries. Coverage varies widely between the two databases. You 
should consult the LexisNexis and Westlaw database directories lists for 
a complete list with detailed descriptions. 
 

 

http://0-foreignlawguide.com.sally.sandiego.edu/
http://library.law.yale.edu/research/guides/country-guide
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/lrc/find_resources/research_databases/


 

U.N. Documents 
Use the U.N. Doc. Symbol to locate your document. If you do not have a 
U.N. Doc. Symbol, use AccessUN (available on the LRC Databases 
page) to determine the appropriate identifier (e.g. U.N. Doc. A/56/PV.1). 
http://www.sandiego.edu/law/lrc/find_resources/research_databases/ 

Official Records 
The Official Records contain verbatim / summary meeting records, 
Resolutions, and Reports of major organs.  A complete set of the Official 
Records can be found in the U.N. microfiche collection (LRC Lower Level 
Microforms JZ5010 .R43).   
 

• Official Document System of the United Nations (ODS)  
http://www.un.org/en/documents/ods/ 

• Search UN (beta)  
https://search.un.org/index.php?lang=en 

U.N. Treaties 
Every international agreement entered into by a Member State of the 
United Nations must be registered with the U. N. Secretariat in 
accordance with Article 102 of the U. N. Charter. The United Nations 
Treaty Series (U.N.T.S.) is available in print in the LRC Reading Room & 
Microforms KZ172 .U54 or online through the United Nations Treaty 
Collection or HeinOnline's United Nations Law Collection. 

• HeinOnline’s United Nations Law Collection http://0-
www.heinonline.org.sally.sandiego.edu/HOL/Index?collection=un
l&set_as_cursor=clear 

• United Nations Treaty Collection 
http://treaties.un.org/Home.aspx?lang=en  

• Electronic Information System for International Law (EISIL) 
http://www.eisil.org/  

 
 

 

http://www.sandiego.edu/law/lrc/find_resources/research_databases/
http://www.un.org/en/documents/ods/
https://search.un.org/index.php?lang=en
http://0-www.heinonline.org.sally.sandiego.edu/HOL/Index?collection=unl&set_as_cursor=clear
http://0-www.heinonline.org.sally.sandiego.edu/HOL/Index?collection=unl&set_as_cursor=clear
http://0-www.heinonline.org.sally.sandiego.edu/HOL/Index?collection=unl&set_as_cursor=clear
http://treaties.un.org/Home.aspx?lang=en
http://www.eisil.org/


 

WestlawNext 

To access International Materials on WestlawNext, simply click on the 
International Materials link under the All Content tab on the main page. 

Treaties 
Westlaw includes databases for United States Treaties (U.S.T.), Treaties 
and Other International Acts Series (T.I.A.S), Bevans, U.S. Treaties in 
Force (T.I.F.), and International Legal Materials (I.L.M.).   

Case Law 
Westlaw contains the full run of cases from the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ), the European Court of Justice (ECJ), and the European 
Court of Human Rights (ECHR).  

In addition, Westlaw contains cases for the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR).   

Foreign Law 
To find legal materials for other countries, start by clicking on 
International Materials, then select one of the main six foreign 
jurisdictions (Australia, Canada, European Union, Hong Kong, Korea, 
United Kingdom), or select Other International Jurisdictions.  Both 
LexisNexis and Westlaw contain legal databases for a variety of 
countries. You will notice that coverage and currency varies by Country.  
For example, the file for Australia contains up to date case law, codes, 
commentary and general legal news.  However the file for the file China 
contains only limited news publications, some of which are no longer 
updated. 
 
 



 

LexisNexis Classic 
 
Lexis contains many resources for the foreign and international law 
researcher. To begin, you will want to add the tab for INTERNATIONAL 
LAW using the “add a tab” feature on the main Lexis research page.  
 
As of July 2016, not all of the foreign and international law resources 
have migrated to Lexis Advance.  You will want to access Lexis Classic 
from Lexis Advance by using the drop down Research tab in the upper 
left hand corner and selecting Lexis.com 

Treaties 
Lexis includes databases for United States Treaties (U.S.T.), Treaties 
and Other International Acts Series (T.I.A.S), Bevans, U.S. Treaties in 
Force (T.I.F.), and International Legal Materials (I.L.M.).  These 
databases are available under “Find Treaties & International 
Agreements” on the INTERNATIONAL LAW tab. 

Case Law 
Lexis contains the full run of cases from the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ), the European Court of Justice (ECJ), and the European Court of 
Human Rights (ECHR). These databases are available under “Find 
Cases” on the INTERNATIONAL LAW tab. 

Foreign Law 
To find legal materials for other countries, start on the LEGAL tab and 
select “Foreign Laws & Legal Sources” on the right hand side of the 
screen under “Area of Law by Topic.”  Both LexisNexis and Westlaw 
contain legal databases for a variety of countries. You will notice that 
coverage and currency varies by Country.  For example, the file for 
Ireland contains up to date case law and a few notable treatises.  
However the file for Costa Rica contains only limited news publications, 
some of which are no longer updated. 
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