
 
 
 

 
Office of Financial Aid 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since the financial aid application process is complex and the priority deadlines are early, 
the USD Office of Financial Aid provides this guide to assist applicants.  You should read 
the guide carefully before you apply for financial aid at USD.  It can help you complete the 
application properly and quickly, and avoid costly mistakes.   
 
Priority deadlines are important because many funding sources are limited and do run 
out. 
 
You can make the financial aid application process go more smoothly for yourself by 
following the instructions provided with the application forms and this guide.  The more 
carefully you proceed from the outset, the less time will be lost due to incomplete or 
incorrect information.  Once you do what is required of you, the USD Office of Financial 
Aid will make every effort to process your application for assistance quickly and carefully. 
 
We hope you find this guide helpful, and we look forward to assisting you as you apply for 
financial aid for 2007-08. 
 
 
 
 
 
     Judith Lewis Logue 
     Director of Financial Aid 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5998 Alcalá Park, San Diego, California 92110-2492 619/260-4514 



A Guide to Applying for Financial Aid at USD 
 
 

July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008 
 
 
This guide contains information for Undergraduate and Graduate (non-law) students who apply 
for financial aid at USD.  Paralegal students should request the Guide which is appropriate for 
their enrollment situation.  Read the guide before you begin completing the application form(s). 
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The 2007-2008 information and form(s) should be used for all classes that begin after July 1, 
2007.  Students that enroll in classes that begin prior to July 1, 2007, must use the 2006-2007 
form(s). 
 

 
USD’s school code is 010395 



APPLICATION PROCESS 
 
 
 
WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID? 
 

 Students who are United States citizens or eligible non-citizens 
 
 Students who are enrolled at least half time as a regular student in an eligible degree or 

credential program.  NOTE:  Certain funds require full time enrollment.   
 

 The Federal Pell Grant may be available for less than half time enrollment 
(undergraduate students only). 

 
 
WHO IS NOT ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID? 
 

 Students who are classified as “special status students” (not admitted to a 
degree/credential program) or who are auditing or enrolling in continuing education units 

  
 Students who are currently in default on any Title IV loan or who owe a refund to any 

institution for any Title IV grant or who is in an overpayment status on any Title IV aid. 
 

 NOTE:  Students who have already earned a BA/BS degree and are admitted to 
complete another degree of the same type may only qualify for federal and/or non-
federal loans.  

 
 
FORMS TO BE COMPLETED 
 

 ALL undergraduate and graduate students: The Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) is required (on the Web at www.fafsa.ed.gov or a paper FAFSA if you 
prefer; please pick up a paper FAFSA at the USD Office of Financial Aid) (USD OFA) 

 
 Additionally: Students admitted prior to Fall semester 2004:  The USD Financial Aid 

Application (USD FAA) is required if you want to be considered for ANY USD funding 
(this includes need-based scholarships, grants, and loans) (on the Web at 
www.sandiego.edu/financial_aid). 

 
 Undergraduate students: If applying for a Bishop Maher Catholic Leadership 

Scholarship, a separate application is available on the USD OFA Web Site 
 
 Graduate students: Contact your department or Dean’s Office for information on other 

forms of assistance which may be available through the department (for example, 
Graduate Merit Scholarships, Graduate work programs) 

 
 For undergraduates applying for a new Cal Grant, a GPA Verification Form, completed 

by a high school official or by a college registrar (if currently a college student) must be 
sent to the California Student Aid Commission.  USD OFA has blank copies of this form. 

 

 1

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


WHERE DO I GET THE FAFSA? 
 

 The FAFSA is available electronically at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  It is also available in paper 
format at high schools, colleges and universities, and at many libraries. 

 
 First-time applicants: The fastest way to file the FAFSA is by completing FAFSA on the 

Web (FOTW).  To do so, request a PIN from www.pin.ed.gov.  When you receive your 
PIN (it might take a few days), apply on line at www.fafsa.ed.gov.   

 
The PIN is your electronic signature. For dependent students: Your parents may also 
obtain their own PIN so they can sign electronically, and update the application as 
necessary.  It is also possible to complete the FAFSA electronically, print out the 
signature page, sign, and mail it to the Federal Processor, instead of using a PIN. 
 
FOTW Worksheets are available on line to help you prepare to complete the FAFSA 
application process.  It is highly recommended that you complete the Worksheet 
information prior to starting the FAFSA entry process.   
 
NOTE: If you do not have a PIN and want to file electronically, you must remember to 
print the signature page to mail AND to press the button to submit the information. 

 
 Continuing applicants:  Follow the instructions that were e-mailed to you from the 

Department of Education or log on to www.fafsa.ed.gov (to retrieve your renewal 
application). Note that USD’s school code is not brought forward from your FAFSA for or 
from 2006/07.  You must enter 010395. 

 
 Should you choose to complete the paper FAFSA, please remember that mailing time 

slows down the process.  Make a copy before mailing, and request a “Certificate of 
Mailing” at the Post Office as your proof that it was mailed on time. 

 
 Please refer to page 4 for deadline information. 

 
 
 
 

HOW DO I KNOW IF MY FAFSA WAS PROCESSED, RECEIVED, OR NOT RECEIVED? 
 

 You will receive an e-mail from the Federal Processor telling you where to log in to view 
the response, which is your Student Aid Report (SAR).  If you filed a paper FAFSA 
without an e-mail address, the SAR will be mailed to you within three weeks.  Contact 
the Federal Processor at 1-800-4-FEDAID if you have not received your SAR within 
three weeks. 

 
 If an Expected Family Contribution (EFC) is on the SAR (top right corner), please check 

the SAR information immediately for any corrections you may still need to make.   
 

 If an EFC is NOT on the SAR, follow the instructions on the SAR to make corrections so 
that the SAR can be processed (this may affect your priority status, so do not delay in 
correcting information). 
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I KNOW THAT INCOME INFORMATION IS REQUIRED ON THE FAFSA BUT WHAT IF MY PARENTS’ 
AND MY TAX RETURNS AREN’T YET COMPLETED FOR 2006? 

 
 Employers are required to send your W-2s by January 31, 2007; you may use that 

information 
 
 Your gross reportable income from W-2s is usually printed on your last 2006 pay stub; 

you may use that information 
 

 Use estimated figures to the best of your ability. 
 

 THE DEADLINES LISTED ON PAGE 4 WILL BE USED TO DETERMINE IF YOU ARE 
A PRIORITY FINANCIAL AID APPLICANT. 

 
 
 

DOES USD WANT A COPY OF TAX RETURNS? 
 

 A certain number of applications are selected at random by the Federal Processor for 
“verification” each year.  This means that USD must request verification of family size 
and of other family information in addition to a signed copy of your and, if dependent, 
your parents’ federal income tax return.  If you are married, USD will also need a signed 
copy of your spouse’s return.  Please do not submit any information to USD that has 
not been requested** from you by USD.  All forms submitted to USD must be complete 
and signed by all required persons. 

 
 
 
** IMPORTANT NOTE:  Follow-up information might be requested in several steps, with:   

1. an initial, automatic request after the FAFSA information has been received by 
USD from the Federal Processor  

2. follow-up after the application is reviewed by the staff of the USD OFA  
3. possibly, additional follow-up to clarify information from the documentation 

received and if the documentation is incomplete.   
 
 
 
If a student calls the USD OFA to check the status of his/her application, the student will 
be informed about the information that is CURRENTLY outstanding based on the most 
recent review.  It is not possible to indicate if additional documentation may be needed at some 
point in the future.  NOTE: Per Federal Regulations, USD is required to resolve all 
discrepancies between information submitted on the FAFSA and subsequent follow-up 
information submitted to the OFA. 
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APPLICATION DEADLINES 

 
 
 

 
Type of student 

 

 
USD Priority Deadline 

 
Cal Grant Deadline 

  
FAFSA or Renewal 
FAFSA must have a 
postmark or submission 
date of no later than: 
 

 
FAFSA or Renewal 
FAFSA must have a 
postmark or submission 
date of no later than: 

 
Freshmen/Entering and 

readmitted undergraduate 
transfer students 

 

 
March 2* 

 
March 2** 

 
Continuing 

undergraduate students 

  
March 2* 

 
March 2** (if this is the first 
time you apply for a Cal 
Grant) 

 
 

Credential students 

 
 
April 1*** 

May qualify for 5th year Cal 
Grant if qualified as an 
undergraduate. Must 
contact CA Student Aid 
Commission 

 
New and Continuing 
Graduate Students 

 

 
April 1*** 

 
Not Eligible 

 
ALL Continuing Students 
who started attendance at 

USD prior to Fall 
Semester 2004 

 

 
To be considered for USD 
funding, the USD FAA must 
be filed in addition to the 
FAFSA by the priority 
deadlines listed for your 
group above. 
 

 

 
* Also the priority deadline for Bishop Maher Catholic Leadership Scholarship (separate 

application required).  
 
** In addition, for first-time Cal Grant applicants, the GPA Verification Form must be postmarked  
    by March 2, 2007 
 
*** Since April 1 falls on a Sunday, a postmark of April 2 is acceptable for Credential and 
Graduate students.              
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Spring 2008 Applicants – The priority deadlines listed on page 4 are for students applying for 
financial aid for the academic year 2007-08, including those students who apply for one 
semester only (e.g., Spring semester 2008).  

 
Late Applicants – Students who do not meet the FAFSA (and USD FAA) application priority 

deadlines listed on page 4 OR do not provide all supporting documentation within the 
indicated time frames, will be considered for remaining funds if funds become available. 

 
VERY LATE APPLICANTS – All financial aid forms must be received by the OFA at least two 

months prior to the end of the term.  If documentation necessary to complete the 
financial aid application is received after that date, the result could be no eligibility for 
any type of financial aid for that academic term. 

 
 
 
 OTHER DEADLINES 
 

 If the USD Office of Financial Aid requests any information from you, the forms and/or 
information must be submitted to the OFA within three (3) weeks of the date on the 
mailing.  Priority status may be lost if forms are submitted after 3 weeks, which could 
mean the loss of certain funds. 

 
 
 
WHAT IF I DID NOT APPLY TO USD ADMISSIONS UNTIL LATER OR WASN’T ADMITTED UNTIL 
LATER? 
 
 

 Undergraduate freshmen and transfer students who meet the deadlines in this Guide 
and are admitted BEFORE May 1, 2007 will be funded on a priority basis; students 
admitted after that time will be considered for remaining funds if funds become available. 

  
 Graduate/Credential students who meet the deadlines in this Guide and are admitted 

BEFORE July 1, 2007 will receive priority funding; students admitted after that time will be 
considered for remaining funds if funds become available. 

 
 
 

 
REMINDER: 

USD’S FEDERAL SCHOOL CODE IS 010395. 
 

THIS MUST BE ENTERED ON ALL FAFSAS, 
 

as it will no longer be pre-printed when students retrieve 
their FAFSAs on the Web 
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NOTIFICATION 
 
OFFER OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 

 USD normally begins sending electronic notifications to freshmen and undergraduate 
transfer students detailing how to access the Offer of Financial Assistance (E-Offer) on 
or about March 1 of each year.   

 
 All priority freshman/undergraduate transfer applicants will be awarded by May 1, 2007.   

 
Freshmen/transfer students who have been accepted by the Office of Undergraduate 
Admissions and whose information has been transmitted to the OFA will receive the 
electronic notification within 10 days of receipt of the FAFSA information at USD from the 
Federal Processor.  This information will ONLY be received at USD if a valid FAFSA with 
USD’s school code is available at the Processor.  Make sure that your Social Security 
Number (SSN) is listed on your application for admission.  If no SSN is on file with the Office 
of Admissions, the FAFSA information from the Federal Processor will not be merged.   

 
 USD does not send E-Offers to students who have not been admitted. 

 
 Continuing students:  After all priority freshman/undergraduate transfer applicants have 

been awarded, continuing students who are priority applicants will be receiving their E-
Offers sent out in date order as files are completed. 

  
 New Graduate/Credential Students:  E-Offers will be sent after May 1, 2007 in date order 

as files are completed. 
 
 The initial electronic Offer of Financial Assistance (see “Notification” on page 6) will be 

based on: 
 

Undergraduate students:  12-18 units per semester for students who entered USD in         
1997-98 or later; 14-17 units for undergraduates who entered USD prior to 1997-98  
Credential students:    12 units per semester 
Graduate students:   9 units per semester 
Doctoral students:  6 units per semester 
 
NOTE: if a credential or graduate student will be enrolled for a different number of units, 
s/he must notify the Office of Financial Aid in writing prior to August 1, 2007 to be 
considered for maximum grant eligibility in accordance with USD policy. 

 
 

Unit requirement for full-time and part-time enrollment: 
 

                        Undergraduate students  Graduate Students   Doctoral Students   
   

      12+ units       = full time   9+ units   = full time    6+ units   = full time 
      9-11.5 units     = ¾ time  7-8 units   = ¾ time    4-5 units  = ¾ time 
        6-8.5 units     = ½ time  4.5-6 units = ½ time    3 units      = ½ time 
        1-5.5 units     = less than half time 1-4 units = less than half time    1-2 units   = less than half time 
  

 If you will be enrolled less than full time, submit a letter to the OFA listing the exact number of units for 
which you will enroll each semester. 
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WHAT WILL I RECEIVE FROM THE OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID? 
 

 You will receive an e-mail with a link to your Electronic Offer and login instructions.  The 
log-on and password (PW) in this e-mail will remain your log-on and PW for all the years 
you are attending USD.  There will be information in the e-mail how to change the PW. 

 
 You must print, sign, and return the E-Offer within three weeks to retain the aid 

shown, even if you are appealing the Offer (note that there are 3 pages to the E-
Offer). 

 
 Note:  If you have difficulty printing the E-Offer, please scroll to the bottom of the menu 

of the OFA Web Site for “Tips for Navigating your E-Offer Letter” for assistance. 
http://www.sandiego.edu/financial_aid/tips_for_navigating_e_offer.pdf
 

 Other forms may also be listed for:  Federal Perkins Loan or USD Trust Loan contracts, 
scholarship renewal information, Federal Work-Study Assignment Request form, Federal 
Stafford/PLUS Information Request forms.  Links on the E-Offer will take you to the 
forms that apply to you.  The forms must be printed, completed, and returned to USD to 
keep the assistance, or, in the case of Federal Stafford or PLUS loans, to begin the 
certification process, even if you applied on-line to a lender.  These forms must also be 
returned within three weeks of the date of the E-Offer.  
 

 Note that the requirements to renew USD Scholarships and Grants are linked to the E-
Offer.  When you return the signed E-Offer, you acknowledge that you understand the 
requirements (GPA and renewal procedure).  

 
WHAT CAN CAUSE A DELAY IN RECEIVING AN E-OFFER? 
 

 The Social Security number and name you used on the FAFSA did not match the 
information submitted to the Office of Admissions, the USD Registrar and the Social 
Security Administration 

 
 Your Student Aid Report (SAR) did not have an EFC listed (upper right hand corner of 

the first page) generating a Reject SAR.  A Reject SAR must be cleared by you at the 
Federal Processor by the priority deadline to keep you as a priority applicant 

 
 First-time students:  You must be admitted and your admissions information must have 

been successfully transmitted to the OFA by the Office of Admissions.  Note that both 
Undergraduate and Graduate Office of Admissions MUST have your Social Security 
Number to merge your information with the FAFSA data. 

 
 
WHAT IF MY SITUATION CHANGES AFTER I APPLY, OR AFTER I HAVE RECEIVED MY E-OFFER? 
 

 Write to the Office of Financial Aid and explain any changes 
 Include your full name, address, and USD ID number (if known) on your letter 
 Include your signature and, if parent information is changing, your parent’s signature. 
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WHERE IS MY FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION AND E-OFFER GOING TO BE SENT?  WILL ALL MY 
FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION AND REQUESTS FOR FOLLOW-UP BE AVAILABLE VIA E-MAIL? 
 

 
Your E-Offer will be sent to: 
 
Prospective students:  The e-mail address you have on file with the Admissions Office 
Continuing Students:   Your USD e-mail address. 
  
Please note that it is your responsibility to check your e-mail from USD OFA.  
 
Requests for additional information needed for your file will NOT be available via 
e-mail. 
Requests for information needed to complete your file will be mailed to:    
 

 Until September 2007, all requests for information will be sent to the permanent 
address you put on the FAFSA. 

 
If your permanent address changes during summer, report it to the OFA AND the 
Registrar’s Office.  If you will not be at your permanent address during the summer for 
any reason, you are responsible for making sure all your mail is forwarded to you 
promptly, or that you allow someone to open your mail and respond for you.  You may 
report a temporary summer address to the USD OFA.  You must then remember that the 
change is only for the summer. 

 
Regardless of your living arrangements, all OFA deadlines and timelines will be 
enforced – this may affect your priority status and your funding. 

 
 After September 4, 2007, all OFA paper requests and information will be sent to 

the local address on record with the USD Registrar’s Office. 
 
 

Note:  Enrolled students who wish to grant others access to their financial aid information 
(parents, siblings, spouse, others) must provide written consent to the Registrar’s Office.  A 
Consent Form, USD Student Information Release Authorization Form (SIRA), will be part 
of the E-Offer.  You may also print a SIRA Form from the “Forms” section at 
www.sandiego.edu/financial_aid. 

 
 

 
 
WHAT IF I NEED TO CORRECT SOMETHING ON THE FAFSA? 
 

 If no EFC is listed on the SAR, follow instructions to correct missing/erroneous 
information and re-send it immediately to the Federal Processor. 

 
 If an EFC is listed on the SAR and you need to make a correction when tax returns are 

completed, 1) make the correction on the SAR and re-send it, and 2) send a copy of the 
tax return(s) that have the correct information to USD. 
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 Remember that assets must be reported as of the day you complete the initial FAFSA; 
assets cannot be updated for later changes.  If you made an error in reporting assets, 
write a letter to the USD OFA detailing the error and the correction, include relevant 
documentation. 

 
 

BUDGET AND FEE PAYMENT INFORMATION 
 
Current budget information is listed on the Web Site for Student Accounts: 
 
Undergraduate students: 
http://www.sandiego.edu/administration/financeadmin/bursar/studentaccounts/uexpense.php
  
Graduate students: 
http://www.sandiego.edu/administration/financeadmin/bursar/studentaccounts/gexpense.php  
 
All billing statements for 2007-2008 will be available on-line.  An e-mail notice from Student 
Financial Services will be sent to your USD e-mail account, notifying you when a new bill is 
available.  You may make on-line payments from the billing website.  Payments may be made in 
person in the Office of Student Financial Services. Please make sure to meet posted payment 
deadlines.  
 
 
 
WHAT HAPPENS IF I CHANGE MY UNITS OR RESIDENCY?   
 
(NOTE: THE NUMBER OF UNITS IN YOUR INITIAL E-OFFER IS LISTED ON PAGE 6 OF THIS GUIDE) 
 
YOUR FINANCIAL AID MIGHT BE ADJUSTED BECAUSE: 
 

 Financial aid will not credit on your Student Accounts statement unless the units and 
residency we have used are consistent with the Offices of the Registrar, Student 
Accounts, and/or USD Housing. 

 
 Changes in financial aid may occur because certain types of aid can only be applied 

toward tuition or toward University charges. 
 
 Refer to the information on the USD Web Site regarding Status Changes at 

http://www.sandiego.edu/financial_aid/forms/documents/cos_0708.pdf 
 

 
 
WHAT IF THE OFA DOESN’T HAVE MY FAFSA BY THE FEE PAYMENT DEADLINE IN AUGUST? 
 

 If no FAFSA is on file, or you only have a Student Aid Report (SAR) with no EFC on it, 
the OFA cannot process an Offer for you or provide the Student Accounts Office with 
any information regarding expected financial aid. 

 
 You will have to make arrangements separately with Student Accounts Office for 

payment of your Account. 
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REASONS FOR A STUDENT’S FINANCIAL AID NOT TO POST TO THE STUDENT’S ACCOUNT: 
 

• The E-Offer was not signed and/or returned to the OFA 
 
• The Units at the OFA, Registrar’s Office and Student Accounts do not match 

 
• The residency at the OFA, Student Housing, and Student Accounts Office does not 

match. 
 

 
 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS RELATED TO ELIGIBILITY 
 
 
 
DOES MY GRADE POINT AVERAGE HAVE AN IMPACT ON MY USD FUNDING? 
 
A student’s Grade Point Average (GPA) is one of the factors used in determining eligibility for 
USD scholarships and grants.   
 
For continuing USD students: the GPA used for the 2007-2008 academic year is the cumulative 
GPA based on coursework on record in the Registrar’s Office through the end of January 
Intersession, 2007.   
 
In the FIRST year, Trustee, Presidential, and Circle of Excellence Scholarships are based on 
coursework completed through the end of January.  However, if after Intersession the minimum 
required GPA has not been achieved, a student’s spring semester grades will be considered.  
 
 
 
APPEALS OF GPA: 
 
If you did not meet the minimum GPA requirement to renew your Merit or USD Scholarship or 
Grant, you must appeal in writing before July 15, 2007. 
 

• Explain why you did not meet the requirement. 
 
• Explain what you intend to do, or have already done, to improve your GPA. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO ASSIST YOU IN COMPLETING THE REQUIRED AWARD 
FORMS IN THE FINANCIAL AID PROCESS: 
 
 
Federal Work-Study:  Print the contract from your E-Offer; sign and return the form to USD 
Office of Financial Aid (OFA). 
 
 
Federal Perkins Loan:  Print the contract from your E-Offer and the Entrance Interview pages 
(note: you must print several pages); sign and return the forms to USD OFA.  For contracts 
returned prior to July 1, 2007, the Master Promissory Note (MPN) will be forwarded to you from 
USD Loan Administration, Hughes Center 204.  After July, you must sign the Promissory Note 
in the Office at Student Loan Administration. Only one MPN is used for your years of attendance 
at USD.  
 
 
USD Trust Loan:  Print the Trust Loan Contract from your E-Offer; sign and return the form to 
USD OFA.  For contracts returned prior to July 1, 2007, the Promissory Note will be forwarded 
to you from USD Loan Administration.  After July, you must sign the Promissory Note in the 
Office at Student Loan Administration, Hughes Center 204.  If a Trust Loan increases from the 
amount listed on the Promissory Note, a new Promissory Note must be completed. 
 
 
Federal Stafford Loan, first-time borrower at USD:  Print the Loan Request Form linked to 
your E-Offer; complete and return to USD.  Follow the link on your E-Offer to complete Entrance 
Loan Counseling and the Master Promissory Note with your lender. 
 
 
Federal Stafford Loan, continuing borrower:  Print the Loan Request Form linked to your E-
Offer; complete and return to USD.  
 
 
Federal Parent PLUS Loan borrowers:   Parents: Print and review the instructions attached to 
student’s  E-Offer.  Click on the link to the USD PLUS application to select your lender and 
complete a credit review.  As part of the process, parent borrowers will indicate their requested 
loan amount.  First-time PLUS Loan borrowers at USD will also complete an Application and 
Promissory Note (MPN).  
 
 
Non-FAFSA Federal Parent PLUS Loan borrowers:  Go to USD’s website at 
http://www.sandiego.edu/financial _aid/loans; select the “2007-2008  Federal Parent PLUS – 
Non FAFSA Filer Loan Request Form”.  Print the form (note: information needed from both 
parent and student).  Follow the instructions provided and complete all the required steps. 
 
 
Federal Graduate PLUS Loan borrowers:  Go to USD’s loan website at  
http://www.sandiego.edu/financial _aid/loans/ and select the “Graduate Student PLUS Loan”  for 
application instructions.  You will be directed to the EDFUND website to select your lender and 
complete a credit review.  First-time Graduate PLUS Loan borrowers at USD will also complete 
an Application and Master Promissory Note (MPN).       
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COMPLETION OF THE FAFSA INFORMATION 
 
 
Refer to the 2007-2008 FAFSA on the Web Worksheets.  Have all the information listed on 
page 1 next to you as you complete the process. 
 
Note that you are not required to complete the worksheets before starting entering the 
information on the FAFSA on the Web.  It is highly recommended that you do so to assist 
yourself during the process. 
 
The instructions how to complete each section are listed on the FAFSA Worksheet.  Below are 
a few additional helpful hints: 
 
 
 
Section 1 STUDENT INFORMATION 
 

Remember to enter your name and Social Security Number exactly as listed on 
the Social Security Card 
Degree:  Note the wording of the questions that refer to the grade level in 2007-
2008 
 
Loan/Work-Study: Select both if you are uncertain.  You may always decline 
later.  

 
 
 
Section 2 STUDENT DEPENDENCY STATUS 
 

If you answer “Yes” to any of these questions, the sections for parental 
information will not be required on the FAFSA  
 
Note that students enrolled in a teaching credential only should check “no” to the 
question asking about Master’s or Doctoral level enrollment 

 
 
 
Section 3 PARENTAL INFORMATION  
 
  Read and follow the instructions carefully regarding whose information to use. 
     

Enter parents’ name and Social Security Numbers (SSN) exactly as they appear 
on parents’ Social Security Cards.  If a parent does not have an SSN, enter 
zeros. 
 
Carefully, Complete the household section according to the instructions listed.     

   
 
 
 
 

 12



If parent(s) filed a federal tax return, the lines where to find the adjusted gross 
income for 2006 are:  
 
Form 1040 - line 37 
Form 1040A – line 21 
Form 1040EZ – line 4 
 
The lines where to find income tax for 2006 are: 
 
Form 1040 – line 57 
Form 1040A – line 35 
Form 1040EZ – line 11 
 
Parent FAFSA Worksheets A, B, and C:  A and B cover some of the untaxed 
income your parents received in 2006.  Worksheet C covers sources that reduce 
the Total Income. 
 
Parent Asset Information: Note that parents’ home value is not to be reported 
under “real estate.”  Note the definition of “family farm” and “small business.” 
 
 
 

Section 4 STUDENT FINANCES 
 

If you filed a federal tax return, the lines where to find the adjusted gross 
income for 2006 are: 
 
Forms 1040 - line 37 
Forms 1040A – lines 21 
Forms 1040EZ - line 4 
 
Remember that income from federal work-study employment must be reported.   
 
The lines where to find the income tax for 2006 are:  
 
Form 1040 – line 57 
Form 1040A – line 35 
Form 1040EZ – line 11 
 
Wages earned includes income from federal work-study employment. 
 
Worksheets A, B, and C:  A and B covers some of the untaxed income you 
earned in2006.  Worksheet C covers sources that reduce the Total Income. 
 
Students Asset and Veterans’ Benefit Information:  Note that the assets should 
be reported as of the day the initial FAFSA is signed. 
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Section 5 SCHOOLS TO RECEIVE INFORMATION 
 
  USD’s  federal school code is 010395 
 
 
 
Don’t forget to (e-)sign and date the FAFSA.  If you provided parental information, at least 
one of your parents must also sign and date the form.  Do not mail or submit the FAFSA 
earlier than 01/01/07.  If you complete a paper FAFSA, get a Certificate of Mailing from the 
Post Office to keep with your copy of the FAFSA to document when you mailed the form. 

 
 

REMINDER: 
USD’S FEDERAL SCHOOL CODE IS 010395. 

 
THIS MUST BE ENTERED ON ALL FAFSAS, 

 
as it will no longer be pre-printed when students retrieve 

their FAFSAs on the Web 
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USD FAA  
or  

USD FAA Web Form 
 
 

Only to be completed in addition to the  
 

FAFSA by students who 
 

 started their programs at USD prior to  
 

Fall Semester 2004. 
 
 
 
 
 
Print name and ID# on the side bar of the USD FAA. 
 
 
 
Reminders for  
 
#7:   Complete the USD FAA based on how this question is answered.  
 
#23:   Remember that all signatures are required.  
 
 
 
 
NOTE that ALL FORMS are available at the USD Office of Financial Aid in addition to the USD 

Web Site. 
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