Faculty Internationalization Grants Policy and Procedures
Purpose

The fundamental purpose of the Faculty Internationalization Grant Program is to “internationalize” the curriculum by exposing faculty to different cultures through foreign travel.  One does not internalize a culture vicariously, but by experiencing it directly.  Trips may include faculty development, seminars, conferences, or other opportunities for scholarly and cultural exchange.  However, we believe that the crucial experience is the actual setting foot in a different land and encountering different peoples and customs.  We want faculty to rethink their place in a multicultural world.  We therefore encourage applicants to describe how they expect to grow personally and professionally by visiting another country.  For example, simply traveling to a conference is not a sufficient reason for funding.  We want to know how the applicant plans to learn about the country and incorporate that experience into his/her curriculum.  

Selection Criteria

The committee will evaluate proposals on the basis of the perceived benefit towards increasing the faculty member’s international understanding.  The committee will look at how the international experience is applicable to teaching, and at its usefulness in internationalizing the curriculum.  Previous travel experience will be considered, and preference will be given to applicants who have not traveled extensively or are developing a new area of interest.  The committee supports internationalization of faculty in all the schools and departments of the university, but there is no set allocation of grants by school or department.  

Acceptable Activities for Funding

1. Travel to any foreign location for the first time.  Applicants receiving grant support in conjunction with other travel funds are encouraged to extend their visits to experience the culture in greater depth.  

2. Return to a foreign location where there has been a "considerable" length of time since one has traveled there, or if there has been a considerable change at the location.  

Unacceptable Activities for Funding

1. Travel to any domestic location to meet with international colleagues.  

2. International travel to a location where the cultural experience is already well established.  

3. Attending an international conference without explaining how you will grow personally and professionally by visiting another country.  This must include information as to how you will experience the culture.

Eligibility

All tenure-track and tenured USD faculty are eligible to apply.

Amounts of Funding

The committee will fund up to a maximum of $1,000 per person for each proposal.  Repeat funding is possible, but first time applicants will receive preference subject to availability.   In the event there are funds remaining, the committee will consider additional requests.
Application Process

Applications should be submitted on the application form below, including a description of the anticipated expenses.  

Follow-up

Upon submission of receipts, recipients of the grant are asked to provide a brief written summary of their trip, including how the experience will be incorporated into their curriculum.  Recipients will be expected to share their experience via a short, informal presentation in an open faculty forum.    

Faculty Internationalization Grant Application

(For travel between January 1, 2006 – June 30, 2006)

Please electronically submit the completed application by noon, December 7, 2005 to the assistant to the IIDC Chair, Paula Cordeiro, School of Leadership and Education Sciences: tinab@sandiego.edu 

1.  Faculty Name:      
2.  Department:      
3.  Destination:      
4.  Travel Dates:      
5.  Purpose of Travel:      
6. Describe how you expect the proposed travel experience to be incorporated into the curriculum.

     
7.  Briefly describe your international travel experience during the past five years.  Have you traveled to this country before?  If so, please explain the circumstances.

     
8. Describe your funding requirements.  Please include other funding received or requested to supplement this request.  Maximum funding is $1000 and receipts must be submitted no later than June 30, 2006.

     
