Assessment Chronology
Department of Theology and Religious Studies

University of San Diego
Note: All texts referenced in this chronology can be found in Section A of this archive.
January 5, 2009:  Drs. Pascuzzi and Colombo meet with Dr. Huston to discuss overview of assessment mandates at USD and to devise a “pilot project” for THRS faculty focusing on acquisition of basic skills in assessment as applied to core curriculum goals.
January 21, 2009: THRS Spring 2009 Pilot Project 1 kick-off meeting with Drs. Babka, Colombo, Espin, Gillman, Pachence, Pascuzzi and Teel as members of the pilot project.
February 2, 2009: Spring 2009 pilot project initial report due to Dr. Colombo.
May 7, 2009: THRS faculty colloquium on basic assessment skills led by Drs. Babka, Colombo, Pascuzzi and Teel.  First draft of “Assessment Primer” (Dr. Colombo) used as base text with all presenters reporting orally on their projects.  In addition to Drs. Huston and Small (Mathematics), approximately 25 full-time and adjunct faculty members in THRS attend.
June 1, 2009: Spring 2009 pilot project final report due to Dr. Colombo; Drs. Colombo and Teel formally appointed THRS Assessment Coordinators.
June 5, 2009:  Drs Colombo and Pascuzzi attend workshop at USD on academic program review and assessment led by Dr. Cyd Jenefsky.  Memorandum summarizing meeting and making recommendations sent to Dr. Nelson on 11 June 2009.
June 15, 2009:  Basic texts for THRS Assessment Library purchased and made available to faculty.  

August 18, 2009:  Drs. Nelson and Teel meet with Dr. Huston to discuss assessment of major and final form for report on spring semester activities to Dr. Huston.
September 1, 2009: Fall 2009 assessment task presented to THRS faculty (full-time and adjuncts).  Like Pilot Project 1, the task focuses on the acquisition of basic skills in assessment as applied to core curriculum goals. 
September 11, 2009:  Drs Colombo, Nelson and Teel meet with Drs. Huston and Fisher to discuss structural problems in assessing the THRS major and to get overview and timeline for program assessment.
September 29, 2009: Drs. Colombo, Teel, Babka, and Pascuzzi lead workshop on assessment for USD’s Center for Educational Excellence.
September 30, 2009: Report on THRS Spring 2009 pilot project, authored by Dr. Teel, submitted to Dr. Huston

September 30/October 1, 2009: In anticipation of October 2 deadline, Drs. Colombo and Teel hold assessment “office hours” for faculty.  

October 2, 2009: Fall assessment task initial reports due to Drs. Colombo and Teel.  A total of 30 faculty submit initial reports.
October 15, 2009: Hands-on workshop on rubric construction for THRS faculty led by Drs. Colombo and Teel.  Approximately 20 full-time and adjunct faculty attend.  
October 20, 2009:  Faculty discusses and approves amended program learning outcomes and goals at department meeting.  
December 1, 2009: Spring 2010 assessment projects presented to THRS department at faculty meeting.  These include Pilot Project 2 that focuses on program learning outcomes 6 and 7 in the Senior Seminar.  Drs. Aquino, Colombo, Doak, Komjathy, Pachence, Pascuzzi, Plovanich, and Reimer-Barry agree to act as assessors.  All other full-time faculty will identify majors in their upper-division classes, identify the appropriate learning outcome from the curriculum map, and assess each major’s performance on some significant class exercise.  These materials will be archived and “pooled” for future assessment program learning outcomes 1-5.  The Program Curriculum Map is discussed and approved.
December 2, 2009:  Department Assessment Web-Site and Archive goes on-line.
February 1, 2010: Final reports from fall 2009 assessment task due to THRS Assessment Committee.
February 2, 2010:  Final reports from Fall 2009 assessment project submitted to THRS assessment coordinators; THRS Long-Term Assessment Plan submitted.

February 12, 2010:  Drs Teel and Colombo meet with Dr, Fisher to discuss a process for evaluation of evidence with respect to program learning outcomes.

February 23, 2010:  Faculty discuss draft mission statement at department meeting.

March 16, 2010:  Faculty review and accept curriculum committee recommendation to eliminate THRS 495-496W Senior Seminar as a requirement for the major.
April 20, 2010:  Faculty review, amend, and approve new department mission statement.
15 June, 2010:  Revised Long Term Assessment Plan submitted to CAS
17 August, 2010:  Receive draft CAS Assessment Team letter on THRS assessment plan.
19 August, 2010:  Drs. Colombo and Pachence respond to draft CAS Assessment Team letter 

24 August 2010:  Drs. Colombo and Pachence meet with Dr. Fisher over new directions in assessment mandates.

29 August, 2010:  Receive revised version of CAS Assessment Team letter on THRS assessment plan.
30 August, 2010:  CAS Assessment Team letter and Spring 2010 senior exit surveys distributed to faculty at meeting. 
3 September, 2010:  Drs. Doak and Gross join THRS assessment committee.

7 September, 2010:  Faculty discusses CAS Assessment Team letter, noting a change of focus to assessing what students know “going out the door.”  Emphasis is placed on the fact that the curriculum committee considering the restructuring of the major and the assessment committee must coordinate their activities with one another.

13 September 2010:  Update to Long-Term Assessment Plan submitted to CAS.

14 September 2010:  THRS assessment committee meets to review CAS Assessment Team letter and to triage tasks to be recommended to the department.

21 September, 2010:  Continuing discussion of CAS Assessment Team letter results in consensus that the THRS assessment committee should bring to the department proposals that address those issues noted as “critical” in the CAS assessment letter, dated 29 August 2010.

23 September, 2010:  Drs Colombo, Kirkley, Nelson, Pachence, and Reimer-Barry attend CEE workshop on academic program review.
28 September, 2010:  Drs. Colombo, Doak and Gross meet with Dr. Fisher to speak about CAS Assessment Team letter and proposed strategies to address issues flagged as “critical,” especially the program learning outcomes.
12 October, 2010:  Department discusses spring 2010 major exit surveys and implications for review of the major.  Proposal for proseminar, THRS 301 The Religion Café is discussed with particular attention given the interface of this course with assessment.

13 October, 2010:  Drs. Colombo and Davary meet with WASC Visiting teams regarding assessment, and revision of the core curriculum.
22 October, 2010:  THRS assessment committee reviews three proposals for revision of program learning outcome and recommends adoption of four-PLO option.

26 October, 2010: Drs. Colombo and Davary report to the faculty on the WASC meetings of 13 October.  Department approves THRS 301 The Religion Café and it is agreed that the course will serve as a baseline for assessment of THRS majors. 
9 November, 2010:  Faculty discusses report on senior seminar oral presentations and written papers (dated 21 October 2010).  Faculty discusses curriculum committee proposal to revise distribution requirements for THRS major and minor to increase flexibility.
30 November, 2010:  Faculty discusses and approves proposed new program learning outcomes for the major.  Faculty approves new distribution requirements for THRS major.

14 December, 2010:  Faculty discusses and approves new distribution requirements for THRS minor.  The faculty reconsidered its decision of 16 March to eliminate senior seminar.  The result is a decision to affirm its previous decision to eliminate THRS 495/6(W) and to devise a new capstone course for assessment purposes.  
25 January, 2011:  Two faculty groups for assessment of senior oral presentations are established Drs. Babka, Colombo and Davary, and Drs. Kirkley, Komjathy, and Pachence.  These will accomplish their work in the last weeks of the semester using rubrics originally written by Dr. Pascuzzi.
15 February, 2011:  Faculty discusses proposal for THRS 450/451(W) Topics in Theology/Religious Studies as means of fulfilling upper-division W-requirement and as locus for “going out the door” assessment of majors.

17 February, 2011:  Dr. Kirkley agrees to join Dr. Colombo in implementing the Department of Psychology’s teaching observation rubric in review of Drs. Azaransky and Constantinou that take place over the next five weeks.
1 March, 2011:  Faculty approves THRS 450(W) and THRS 451(W).

22 March, 2011:  Faculty reviews and gives final approval to the cumulative changes made in the THRS major and minor. 
31 March, 2011:  THRS faculty colloquium of assessment of teaching held with Drs. Sgoutas-Emch and Norton.
31 May, 2011:  Drs. Colombo and Kirkley meet and revise Department of Psychology rubric for teaching observation on basis on its implementation.

15 June, 2011:  Revised THRS Long-Term Assessment Plan submitted to CAS.

15 July, 2011:  Manual on using Copley Library completed for use in THRS 301 The Religion Café.
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