12. Of the THRS courses you took, which were most beneficial? Why?
1. Intro to Biblical Studies was helpful as a good refresher course.

2. 1) The prophetic tradition of Israel; learned a lot, very stimulating and interesting. 2) Religious Peace Building 3) Liberation Theology 4) Woman, Islam & Literature; for the amount of intercultural, multi-disciplinary reflection and analysis all three required.

3. Christology – very interesting and challenging. Also, Intro to Biblical Studies and Matt, Mark & Luke.

4. Art of theological imaging – interesting and gave me insights to bring Theology into new areas.

5. Theology of the Human Person, Christian Ethics, Biblical Studies, Problem of God, Art and Theological Imagination; Great support from teachers and valuable content.

6. Christian Marriage with Dr. X, Catholic Social Thought, Intro to Biblical Studies, Intro to Catholicism.

7. U.S. Latino/a Catholicism. It helped me appreciate my identity. 
8. THRS 498 Seminar because it taught me not only proper research methods but also how to utilize my education to critically evaluate other theological works and to be confident in my abilities to do so. Problem of God because it combined theology with philosophy, allowing me to expand my theological process beyond the generic topics and facilitated creative thinking.
13. Of the THRS courses you took, which were least beneficial? Why 

1. I felt Liturgiology was not beneficial to me specifically because I don’t think the material was very relatable. 
2. Christology – Just not a big interest. Not very stimulating

3. N/A

4. Christian Worship – Liturgy is not what I want to go into & I found the class very boring. I was there mostly to be a body in a seat. Afro-Latin – While extremely interesting, it was kind of a “buck stops here” meaning I can’t see myself using this in the future (but I loved the class) 

5. N/A They all contributed to my education in one way or another

6. Aquinas and Rahmer

7. Christian Worship. I enjoyed the material and understand the importance but that class seems to be more pastorally oriented than academic

8. Christian Marriage – This class to me seemed much less academic and much more pastoral. Perhaps it would be better placed in a ministerial degree. I would almost argue the same for Christian Worship although the content was slightly more academic and it gave me a better understanding of Catholic practice which has been helpful. 

14. If you were given the opportunity to redesign the major, what changes would you make? What courses might you delete and what courses might you add?
1. I would add more non-Christian related courses

2. I don’t know that I would delete any but I would like to see more “World Religions” taught at both the lower and upper division levels. Do we even have a class on Eastern Orthodox faith traditions? 
3. More systematic or philosophical classes, would not delete any.

4. Require world religions: if it’s a goal to leave THRS department with knowledge of a non-Christian religion, this is a good opportunity. Also I would have loved to taken the class but if didn’t fit. May thesis optional. It’s a great tool for those of us wanting to go to grad school. 

5. I would allow for more elective courses so majors can have a specific focus of study. I would also allow for an option in regards to the senior thesis. Students should only have to take this course if they plan on studying Theology in the future. 

6. There could have been a course which addressed faith development. A research course would have also been nice. 

7. I would replace the Christian Worship requirement with the Art/Theology imagination elective. The art class lets us understand the importance of liturgy and symbol and puts it in dialogue with the history of art.

8. I would say that what this department lacks most is diversity. What I have learned from my education thus far is that things like inter-religious dialogue are absolutely necessary for religious peace building. This cannot be achieved through a single-minded perspective. Also, as the department grows I think it is necessary to provide more theology classes for majors and minors only. This department caters to the general education requirements so much to the extent that expectations are lowered and majors are not provided with a space in which to flourish. 

15. What were your most positive experiences in the THRS Department?

1. I really enjoyed World Religions as it exposed me to many new cultures. Its probably one reason I chose THRS. I also enjoyed the more contemporary courses like Jesus of Hollywood. 
2. Those associate with the faculty. 
3. Being able to study under some amazing professors.
4. Several teachers really believed in me and inspired me. I loved my advisor. So helpful and genuinely just wanted the best for me. There were always too many classes that I wanted to take and not enough time to take them.

5. My most positive experiences in the department have been with individual professors that have supported me in their classes. These teachers include Dr. X, Dr. X, and Dr. X. I also felt supported by Dr. X when I was having a difficult time. 

6. Thesis research.

7. My relationship as a mentee under Dr. X is one that I cherish dearly. 

8. A good majority of the faculty in our department are personally invested not only in their work, but in the students as well. I have appreciated the ongoing conversation with many of my professors since taking their classes and their willingness to talk and work with me. 
16. What were your most negative experiences in the THRS Department?

1. I think that writing my thesis was a struggle, I didn’t feel I had enough solid instruction to follow. 

2. Same.

3. N/A

4. The thesis was really a lot more work then I was expecting for just 3 credits over a year. While the majority of my teachers were great there were several that were either flat in their teaching or didn’t allow dialog and just talked to us. 

5. My most negative experiences in the department stem from the Senior Thesis. Both advisors I experienced, Dr. X and Dr. X were the most unprofessional, rude, and patronizing professors. I felt belittled and disrespected. I’m disappointed that professors treat students this way. 
6. Blank.
7. I like Dr. X as a person and admire her as an academic. However, things could have been smoother in running the Senior Seminar. 

8. My most negative experience was with the previous moderator of the Senior Seminar. While I am able to look back and appreciate the process I have re-done this year with the seminar and am positive that I could not have learned so much had I continued the process last year, I still believe there is something to be said about valuing and respecting a person’s efforts, especially when it is so obvious the strife they have gone trough for the course. 

17. Is THRS an easy major or a difficult one? In what ways?

1. I certainly wouldn’t say it’s easy. Coming from a non-religious background made it more difficult to keep up with some of the other students. 
2. Not difficult but challenging.

3. Difficult. A lot of reading/writing. Also, THRS challenges you to think outside of the box – critical analytic.

4. Difficult. The critical thinking involved in paper writing is a tool that is not always easy to develop. The thesis was really time-consuming. (I had to drop my work hours in half just to have time to finish it while doing my other classes). 

5. I would say the THRS Major is one of the more difficult majors at USD. I was a double major and I felt more challenged in the THRS program. The professors expect more.

6. It is a difficult major and that is why I’m glad I studied Theology at USD. If I wanted easy, I would have gone to SDSU. 

7. THRS is a very dignified major, (It is an easy minor given the GE Requirements) With the senior seminar and other upper division classes, it is a difficult major. However, we can work through it.

8. AS the department stands, it is completely up to the student how hard they want to work and how much they want to learn. One could easily breeze by the major by taking the easier classes or they could choose to take the few challenging courses. Although, the seminar is no breeze. But if it is dismissed then I would be forced to say that the major is quite easy. 
18. When you look at yourself in comparison to your friends who have a different major, do you see anything that distinguishes you as a THRS major from other majors?

1. Not really. We have all developed skills that help one to analyze and articulate.
2. Yes, the amount of intellectual and academic growth, the ability to think and articulate critically, the expectations I have for myself.  

3. Haha – I think choosing THRS is an invite to countless hours of reading or writing. THRS students seem to be a bit more serious in their studies. 
4. I really do think I can articulate better. I can develop critical though that draws on multiple aspects. However there is always exceptions to THRS. 
5. I would say that my faith has grown in ways that theirs has not. I have been challenged and questioned in ways that my friends have not in regards to my faith. 
6. Others never really understand the difficulty of my major and they find it to be too abstract. I feel that my major has given me a better eye for detail and a more analytical mindset. 
7. Yes. I know more about navigating graduate school by mediating and spinning academic politics and personal feuds. 
8. Absolutely – Critical thinking skills, research skills, academic writing, all come to mind. This department (or the few challenging courses) has a high academic demand unlike most others, which makes me proud to be a THRS major. Many of my friends have no clue how to even find a book in Copley or search databases. 
 19. Looking back over the last four years, how would you describe your intellectual growth? What intellectual skills do you possess now that you didn’t when you were a freshman?

1. I would say that I am more open to new and differing ideas and that I am a better writer than when I began.

2. See above. 

3. It’s been great. For one I think I have developed a skill in approaching texts from a different perspective and method. THRS classes have contributed to my intellectual growth. 

4. I mean I really feel like I’m an academic. I know how to form a thought and how to present it. I can keep a schedule and really execute a paper in a lot shorter time frame then I once did.

5. I would describe my intellectual growth as more independent than it was my freshman year. I am able to research and write in ways that I was unable to my freshman year. My literacy skills have definitely improved.

6. My ability to research has grown dramatically. My personal faith matured. My understanding of other religious traditions has grown as well. I am better able to articulate abstract thought in writing. 

7. The person that I was would not recognize the person that I am. I am a better writer, researcher, and public speaker because of my college training. I understand the world better. Looking at the world through the lens of religion lets us observe something that is constitutive of the people themselves. 

8. See # 18. I also have a confidence in my work that I never had before which to me is invaluable. 
20. Add comments, if you wish:
1. N/A
2. Great experience overall. The fact that I answered SD to question 10 is not indicative of my level of satisfaction but was more to do with the turn in my academic interests, which I’ve seen develop the last three years. 
3. N/A

4. I think the thesis is worth keeping as an option. As I want to go to grad school, I know this is a valuable experience. However, I know this isn’t true for all and it was a lot of really hard work. There were several classes I would have loved to have taken that just didn’t fit and more flexibility with electives would have allowed this.
5. I have enjoyed my time as a Theology major, but I did not feel supported by all the teachers in the department. Specifically the two teachers that should have supported me most. On several occasions I wanted to drop my major during the Senior Thesis process. I felt like the teachers set me up to fail, did not provide direct instructions and when I was struggling most they gave up on me. 

6. N/A

7. N/A

8. AS a final plea, I urge this department not to get rid of the Senior Thesis Seminar. This class made my education worthwhile. Otherwise, other required classes for the major must raise their standards to force students to be able to produce at the very least an acceptable term paper. If this is not done I do not see how any USD THRS student would be adequately prepared for graduate school. Once again, I appreciate all this department has done for me and I look forward to continuing my theological education. However, there is always room for improvement…
