12. Of the THRS courses you took, which were most beneficial? Why? 
Student 1: 

· The Jesus Class – I took this with Dr. X – this class really challenged me to think critically and has changed the way I think about Jesus and religion. The Problem of God with Dr. X – first THRS class I took here – really challenged me in many ways and got me “hooked” on Theology! Also, “The World of the Bible” – very informative and exciting.

Student 2: 

· World Religions served as an introduction to other views of theology, it was beneficial in that it was the course that began my interest in other religions. Intro to Catholicism was my first Catholic experience in a college classroom. It laid out a nice foundation to the religion in a way that I could identify with. 

Student 3: 

· Christianity and its practice: it provided a lot of historical information and prepared me to look at my following upper division courses objectively. Jesus in the Christian Tradition: This class provided a variety of ways at which I could look at the belief in Jesus Christ, which was essential in understanding various denominations. Senior Seminar was the most beneficial in terms of learning research and writing. It was definitely the most beneficial class in my college career. 
13. Of the THRS courses you took, which were least beneficial? Why?
Student 1:

· Christian Worship – It was just a dry class and it could have been incorporated into another class.

Student 2:

· Feminist Theology sounded like it would be beneficial. I disagreed with the majority of what was said but it opened up a discussion which wasn’t too unfortunate. 

Student 3: 

· Christian Worship – this class had nothing to do with what I was interested in and did not contribute to what I was learning in other classes.

14. If you were given the opportunity to redesign the major, what changes would you make? What courses might you delete and what courses might you add?
Student 1: 

· I would add the necessity to take more world religion classes. I would also like to see a class focused on understanding the Trinity. Other than that, I think the requirements are great – especially Jesus and the Christian Tradition and Theology of the Church – for foundational purposes. 

Student 2: 

· I wouldn’t delete any courses; they may not have been great courses but they all somehow contributed to my intellectual growth. I would redesign the thesis course. I’m not convinced that the thesis course shows or represents what I have learned or accomplished in the major. 

Student 3:

· I was interested in Religious studies, so I would definitely make the major to have a religious studies path without having to take so many theology classes. I think a comparative religion (not just World Religions) class would be interesting. Or giving a more direct focus to certain religions. 
15. What were your most positive experiences in the THRS Department?

Student 1:

· I loved the close-knit aspect of our department. I felt very supported by all of my professors and comfortable going to talk to them individually. I like that they look at students holistically, not just academically. 

Student 2:

· My most positive experience was the faculty. I feel close to many of my professors that I’ve had throughout the years. They have always welcomed me and been there for guidance, both inside and out of academics. 
Student 3: 

· My most positive experience was with the faculty. I felt that for the most part my professors genuinely cared and were very accessible. 

16. What were your most negative experiences in the THRS Department?

Student 1: 

· The only negative thing was all the sweat and tears that went into the Thesis writing – but it all paid off in the end.

Student 2:

· My most negative experience was the Thesis course. I struggled with it from the end of last semester to the midway point of spring. I could not grasp how this course was a necessity. That being said, every negative aspect of this course has benefitted me and made me a better writer and researcher. 

Student 3: 

· My most negative experience was the Christian Worship course. 
17. Is THRS an easy major or a difficult one? In what ways?

Student 1: 

· It is difficult but rewarding. There is a lot of reading and writing. There is also a lot of critical thinking and the need to connect ideas cumulatively. 

Student 2: 

· Difficult. There is a large amount of writing involved. The amount of intellectual work is abundant. Tests may not play a large role (though they are difficult) but the essays that ask for thought-provoking answers are quite an obstacle sometimes. 

Student 3:

· I wouldn’t say easy or difficult. I would say it challenges you to think and form your own idea, so it is not a major that you can just do and have the same answers as your peers. 

18. When you look at yourself in comparison to your friends who have a different major, do you see anything that distinguishes you as a THRS major from other majors? 

Student 1: 

· Yes – I find that I use what I have learned in all areas of my life – it has changed my perception of the world and actually strengthened my faith. I feel that I am more involved in my major that most of my friends – and just in general more satisfied. 
Student 2: 

· I have always been appreciative that my major challenged my intellect and not soley my intelligence. Other students may have been up all night studying for an exam that dealt with knowledge; often I found my theology classmates studying all night to disprove a rhetorical argument from Aquinas. 
Student 3: 

· I am also a Political Science major, so just in looking at my experience with that I would say that the Theology major provides more communication among students and faculty. 

19. Looking back over the last four years, how would you describe your intellectual growth? What intellectual skills do you possess now that you didn’t when you were a freshman?

Student 1: 

· I am way more able to understand abstract concepts, I more fully understand Christianity, and the reasons behind our traditions. I am more inclusive of other religions and have found beauty in this diversity. 

Student 2:

· After 4 years I can contribute to the conversation of theology, morality and ethics. I am confident in what I do and do not know. Freshman year my inability to possess all knowledge would’ve stopped me from dialogue with more experienced professors and students. 

Student 3: 

· My intellectual growth over the past four years has been enormous in terms of theology. Just academically I believe the Theology/Religious Studies major has challenged me to look at various arguments, learn to properly research and has helped me develop my own arguments. I have seen a major change in my writing and the time and care I have put into my work. 

20. Add comments, if you wish:

Student 1: 

· Thank you for everything! I would not be who I am today if it were not for this department. 

Student 2: 
· I may have struggled through the material at times, but I would do it all over again. I would jump at the chance to sit through a discussion with Kirekegaard or any other theologian. Being a THRS major has shaped my character immensely. 
Student 3: 

· N/A

