12. Of the THRS you took, which were most beneficial? Why?
Student 1:

· Sr. Thesis- prepared me for what to expect for graduate work. Judaism – better understand the Jewish roots of Christianity. Belief and Unbelief – class that stretched me the most in my 4 years and I have gained a greater understanding of my own religious beliefs because of it. 

Student 2: 

· Because I learned most by the professors in this area I would say the Biblical Studies classes were most beneficial.

Student 3: 

· The most beneficial courses were the Biblical Studies courses. I found the study of scripture fascinating. Also, it clarified many misconceptions and misunderstandings. I particularly enjoyed Matthew and Mark and the 

Student 4:

· Hindu Faith and Practice, Christianity and its Practice, Biblical Studies, Belief and Unbelief all gave me a broader understanding of my faith and the traditions of others as well. 

Student 5:

· Senior Seminar. I was able to put all my knowledge together and form my own thesis based on what I know and what I have a passion for. 

Student 6:

· All of them really, but to pin point: Islam, Senior Seminar, Pentateuch, Prophets.

Student 7: 

· I really enjoyed my course on salvation and the one on the Holocaust. They challenged me to think through my beliefs in addition to putting myself in another’s shoes. 

Student 8:

· Anything with Dr. X because it was truly historical and enriching. IE intro to Biblical Studies and Prophets of Israel. 

Student 9: 

· I believe that Intro to World Religions should be a mandatory class for all students in a diverse world today. Pauline Theology and Intro to Biblical Studies were great scripture courses with highly qualified professors. 

13. Of the THRS courses you took, which were the least beneficial? Why?

Student 1: 

· Problem of God – The teaching style and material makes it MORE philosophy than Theology. We only studied Theologians in the last two weeks of the course.

Student 2:

· I feel I learned the least in “Diversity” courses because more time was spent on issues as opposed to foundations of faith – also classes with new professors were worthless or did not compare with department standards. 
Student 3: 

· Medieval Church and Christian Marriage. I was not interested in the topics. Medieval Church was boring.

Student 4: 

· Christian Worship – completely worthless course, did not learn a single thing that I feel is helpful to the major.

Student 5: 

· The lower division courses. I would have liked taking more upper division classes. I found them to be too easy and would have liked to explore other more challenging classes. 

Student 6: 

· They were all useful sometimes the lower division classes were a bit repetitive.

Student 7:

· Christian Worship with Dr. X was a course that I should have found great benefit, because it interests me. However Dr. X’s teaching style really did not make the class beneficial. 
Student 8:

· Jesus in Christian Tradition. It really felt like it rehashed other classes. 

Student 9:

· Not applicable. I benefited from every THRS course that I took. 

14. If you were given the opportunity to redesign the major, what changes would you make? What courses might you delete and what courses might you add?

Student 1:

· Delete the requirement for Christian Worship/Sacrament or allow other courses listed in the bulletin (i.e. Protestantism in the US) to count w/out needing a waiver form. I’d like to see courses that apply THRS to modern culture such as analyzing images of Jesus in film. In addition, more courses geared towards ecumenical/inter-religious understanding would be interesting. Offer more courses which are for majors/minors only. I didn’t know half the Thesis class until last semester. 


Student 2:

· It was hard to pick which classes to take because there was such a range – maybe pathways with different focus could help. 
Student 3:

· I would make the thesis paper optional. As an alternative to it a student would have to take more upper division units. Also, I think the department could do a better job of advising and directing students, as well as telling them what they can do with the major after undergraduate study. I would delete Christian Marriage and Medieval Church. I would add more scripture courses. Also, maybe a course on pneumatology or eschatology could be added. 
Student 4: 

· Remove the Christian Worship/ Sacraments requirement. Require a problem of God/Evil course. 

Student 5:

· There are a lot of options when deciding on religion classes. I would have liked to have taken a woman and religion class. 
Student 6: 

· I love this department. One thing I would have liked to learn about was metaphysics and/or religious art. 
Student 7:

· I think the major has some great general education pathways, but I would have liked more of a focused path, i.e. church history that would direct my studies and aid in my thesis development. 

Student 8:

· There is little in terms of changes that I would make. I guess I would revamp Jesus in Christian tradition. I would implement more use of Turabian for the majors so that it wasn’t such a shock. 

Student 9: 

· If I were to redesign the major, I think it would be interesting to have the opportunity to have a concentration in THRS similar to a minor, which focuses on one subject area, e.g. World Religions. Also, I would add an Islam 2 course called “Studying the Quran” a theology and music course on sacred music, team taught with music faculty and a course on theology and art/media. 
15. What were your most positive experiences in the THRS Department?

Student 1:

· Working with my advisor, Dr. X and being a precept assistant to Dr. X.

Student 2:

· Of the teachers I did have, I appreciated the most their sincerity and willingness to help as well as a genuine interest in their students. 

Student 3:

· I enjoyed my professors. My favorite classes and teachers were from the department and it was because of them hat I chose the major. I also learned a lot about my religion and information that was good for my personal development. 

Student 4: 

· The professors in the department are extremely knowledgeable and supportive. I always felt more like they were family (like the crazy aunts and uncles!) 

Student 5:

· Learning more about religion as a whole and not just Catholicism. I really enjoyed learning about all aspects of religion and their impact on history and the world today. 

Student 6: 

· It was all positive, this department has been so supportive and helpful. 

Student 7: 

· The personal care that professors take to learn our names and say hello. Their kindness meant a great deal to me. None of them were harsh, but all gave useful criticism. 

Student 8:

· Many of the faculty were willing to help with my senior project or even with other classes. I enjoyed all of whom kept their door open. 
Student 9:

· Dr. X was one of my favorite professors for the critical thinking I developed in Belief and Unbelief. I enjoyed the diverse experiences and knowledge of Dr. X for World Religions. Dr. X was a very fund and intelligent professor for Christian Sacraments and Rituals. Dr. X was very interesting as well.

16. What were your most negative experiences in the THRS Department?

Student 1:

· Harsh wakeup call of Biblical interpretation, a rude awakening in Intro to Biblical Studies with how the Bible should be viewed without taking a faith aspect into it. 
Student 2:
· I feel that it was most difficult being a THRS major because classes are filled to capacity with people fulfilling GE requirements so quality learning with like-minded or people with a common interest was missing.

Student 3: 

· None, except maybe more help from the THRS department in giving options or ideas for what can be done with this degree. 

Student 4:

· Some professors were a big stagnant in their knowledge/teaching techniques. 

Student 5:

· None. I really enjoyed the THRS department and Theology as my major. 

Student 6:

· For after graduation help is finding a job related to the major would be nice. The job center doesn’t help much for THRS majors (more their issue). 

Student 7:

· Dr. X is a brilliant man. He knows his Theology, but his class had no logical sense in my opinion!

Student 8:

· The lack of feedback and lack of communication in 496W. 

Student 9: 

· My most negative experience would be taking upper division theology classes with non-majors who show little respect and interest for the topics. There should be theology classes specifically for majors only. 
17. Is THRS an easy major or a difficult one? In what ways?
Student 1: 

· Moderately Difficult. Because it takes a certain type of person to complete the major. Working with specialized faculty can be challenging at times and definitely is not for everyone, but the journey is well worth it. 

Student 2:

· Probably one of the most difficult majors – the professors expect a lot but this is not a bad thing – classes are challenging but promote learning like no other classes I have run across.

Student 3:

· A difficult one. I found it easy because I enjoy the material, but a lot of the courses require a lot of work. A lot of other students tell me their THRS classes are their most difficult ones.

Student 4:

· Difficult! In a good way. This major is not only a challenge because of the ways in which the material is constantly subject to speculation, but it challenges your own personal faith too.

Student 5:

· Difficult. Many outside research is required and in every class you are learning new information. 

Student 6:

· At USD I feel that this is a very demanding major. You use many aspects from other humanities; Art, History, Philosophy, and Music to name a few. Teachers expect a lot from students especially if they know you’re a major.

Student 7:

· Difficult. The classes are difficult as is the thesis. However they have all greatly impacted my intellectual growth.

Student 8:

· Difficult in the amount of reading that we have to do. After finishing the semester I feel completely drained. 

Student 9:

· I consider a major in THRS somewhat difficult with highly specialized and intelligent faculty and classes which train us to critically investigate religion and practice. The thesis is also challenging but completely necessary. 
18. When you look at yourself in comparison to your friends who have a different major, do you see anything that distinguishes you as a THRS major from other majors?

Student 1:

· Writing a thesis for one, most of my friends in other majors don’t have to do any sort of thesis. Some need to do final research, but not all need to do graduate level research. 
Student 2:

· Being a double major – it was difficult if not impossible to form a community or friendships in THRS because, again the setup of classes filled to capacity. Also, many people question my choice of being a THRS major. 

Student 3: 

· I have a better understanding of religion (obviously) and I think a more solid foundation in terms of personal growth and development. I was challenged both academically and personally. I also see an intimacy with other THRS majors and faculty that other majors lack. (Maybe partially due to the size of the majors) 

Student 4:

· The thesis/requirements. There is a sense of prestige to a THRS major from a Catholic institution that simply appears difficult. The professors are brilliant and that is apparent in even non majors. 
Student 5:

· I feel we know more about what we are studying and have more of a passion for what we are studying. We chose Theology for a reason, not just as a major.

Student 6:

· It is a bit of a prestigious major, because it is challenging and demanding. A lot of that comes from the respect between teachers and students (especially non-majors) also because the knowledge and the way THRS majors present themselves.

Student 7:

· Theology majors are a more close-knit group with a diverse range of interests. I feel that we have conversations that are lively and we bonded through our experiences. 
Student 8:

· I lose a LOT more sleep than they do. It takes me longer to go through everything.

Student 9:

· Yes, basically that I find studying religion fascinating and sincerely care about the beliefs of others whereas some people do not care or at least not as much, It also distinguishes me as a part of a minority elite group who study religion for fun. 

19. Looking back over the last four years, how would you describe your intellectual growth? What intellectual skills do you possess now that you didn’t when you were freshman?

Student 1:

· I’ve grown leaps and bounds since being a freshman. In terms of understanding Biblical Interpretation, I’ve grown so much, where I can’t read the Bible without knowing the background of the passage and the ancient understandings of certain terms/phrases. 
Student 2:

· I have grown exponentially in critical thinking and assessment of not only current issues but also traditional aspects of theology and religious studies. Through this department I have been challenged to work at greater potential than I ever expected coming into USD as a freshman.

Student 3:

· I have grown a lot over the last four years. I feel challenged intellectually and feel like I learned so much. I have better analytical skills. I feel very confident in my research abilities and feel confident in discussing religion. Particularly Christianity. 

Student 4:

· I am a completely different person than I was when I first came to USD…intellectually, spiritually, personally. All of these have grown and changed because of the University as a whole as well as the courses and professors. The intellectual skills I now possess from this department alone are countless…immeasurable growths that I am so thankful to each of you for. I am so honored and proud to have learned and grown through, with and in the THRS department. 

Student 5:

· I have more of an open mind when it comes to people and religious views. Many people are quick to judge when it comes to religion and I feel that being a theology major allowed me to open up and attain a greater outlook on religious views. 
Student 6:

· I was a transfer student that joined the department my junior year. I completed most of my lower division units and was able to dive into upper division units. I have learned so much in two years. I have not only learned about many THRS subjects but how to write, present, and take tests. The experience has made me more confident. 

Student 7:

· I was very proud of myself at having finished my senior seminar. It was a great accomplishment for me and proved to me that I am able to do graduate work. My thought process and intellect has grown a great deal and in many ways because of this department. 

Student 8:

· I know how to use Turabian’s book and Chicago style. I would have like to have a class for learning this style before sem. If more professors encouraged it then it would be helpful for the majors. 

Student 9:

· I have grown significantly through my classes in THRS, stretching my mind and ability to think critically and evaluate positions thoroughly. I now possess the ability to venture forward to graduate school. 

20. Add comments, if you wish:

Student 1:

· It would be nice to be able to specialize in a specific field of study (i.e. World Religions, Systematic Theology, etc.) Possibly making it like a humanities major where if you’re a Biblical Studies emphasis you should be at least taking Greek, Latin, Hebrew, or Arabic to compliment your studies.

Student 2:

· I cherish most the respect and help shown by most of the faculty. Through conversations with and interest shown by my professors over the past four years has been unprecedented in any other department. 

Student 3: 

· I really enjoyed the various lectures that the department offered throughout the year. I love attending outside lectures and I think the department did a great job in providing a variety of them. The enthusiasm of some of the professors was neat to see because they are so passionate about what they are so passionate about what they are teaching that it spreads. 

Student 4:

· N/A

Student 5:

· N/A

Student 6:

· I cannot explain how amazing my experience at and with the THRS department and USD. As a transfer I walked into Dr. X’s office and was welcomed and helped and put into classes (no appointment). I had some family hardships and the department and teachers encouraged and helped when at most other schools I would have received not support. This department has been amazing!

Student 7:

· N/A

Student 8:

· N/A

Student 9: - N/A
