


An international network of womenÕs organizations has long lobbied for womenÕs rights from the First 
International WomenÕs Congress in The Hague (1915), the Seventh Pan-American Conference in Montevideo 
(1933), the creation of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (1946), through the Fourth World 
Conference on Women in Beijing (1995). By the 1990s, the non-governmental organizations involved in 
researching womenÕs lives around the globe had transformed into a sophisticated movement, with most struggles 
between participants from northern and southern hemispheres set-aside for at least one common goal Ð 
elimination of gender violence.  Seeking access and allies, the international womenÕs rights network sought to 
trade information and data with supportive governments for the promise of resources and international leverage.  
The European Union responded to requests for governmental support in 1996 and 1997 by funding programs 
such as DAPHNE and STOP which are dedicated to researching and eradicating gender violence and sex 
trafficking.  Despite the fact that NGOÕs and womenÕs organizations based in the United States have had leaders 
in womenÕs rights campaigns over the past 100 years, we know very little about how the U.S. Congress has 
responded to the networkÕs search for allies, access, and resources. The purpose of the international travel 
portion of this research was to interview 25 international womenÕs organizations to identify their 
participation in a transnational womenÕs rights network. 
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Voting Beyond Shore:  International Women’s Rights & 

Legislative Activism 



US Interview Stops: 

Boston, New York City 

Washington DC 



Columbia University, NYC 



Berlin Wall in Smithsonian's – Newseum 

Washington D.C. 



European Interview Stops: 

London & Sussex, UK 

Brussels & Bruges, Belgium!



Protest in Parliament Park, London 



Belgium  



Grand Place, Brussels 



European Parliament Building, Brussels 



Dr. Norton at the EU Parliament 



Belgium Countryside 



Last interview stop! 


