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SOME USEFUL INFORMATION

REGISTRATION: No refunds ate possible except for medical or
personal emergencies.

TAPING: Individuals are not permitted to tape any CCS sessions. This
is to protect speakers, the Center, and individuals from any copyright
complications. We ask your cooperation. An exception to this policy may
be made only at the discretion of the program director.

CLOCK HOURS: To receive this credit, one must pay the full course
fee, be present for all sessions, complete all coursework, and fill out the
credit forms when applicable. Late forms cannot be processed.

PARKING: A visitor parking permit is available at the kiosk and parking
is permitted in any legal parking space.

INFORMATION: Please telephone (619) 260-4784 ot e-mail ccs@
sandiego.edu. You can also visit our Web site: www.sandiego.edu/ccs

E

The University of San Diego prohibits discrimination against current
or prospective students and employees on the basis of race, color, sex,
religion, national origin, age, disability, sexual orientation, or any other
legally protected characteristic. The University does not by this non-
discrimination statement disclaim any right it might otherwise have to
maintain its commitment to its Catholic identity or the doctrines of the
Catholic Church.
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Mark Your Calendats!

“The Universal Christ in a
World of Differences:
An Evolutionary Perspective”

Ilia Delio, OSF

When: Thursday, February 11, 2010,

7:30 to 9 p.m.
Where:  Shiley Theatre, Camino Hall, USD
Fee: Pre-registration $10; $15 at the

door; Students, free with 1.D.;
Faculty and Staff are half price.

The 200th anniversary of Chatles Darwin’s
birth prompts us to marvel at his scientific
breakthrough which today forms the basis of
modern evolutionary theory. Dr. Ilia Delio,
OSE, the eighth annual keynote speaker

for the Center for Christian Spirituality,
reflects on the unfolding meaning of

Christ in light of evolution, expanding
human consciousness, technology, and even
extraterrestrial life.

FALL 2009

Dear Friends,

During this 200th anniversary of Charles Darwin’s birth, one wonders
whether he had any inkling of the far-ranging repercussions of his thought!
Students and teachers from the natural and social sciences, philosophy,
theology and spirituality continue to decipher and debate, praise and
condemn his understanding of how life evolves. The impact of his theory
is as deep as the time it traces and its circles of influence grow ever wider.

Some say Darwin’s theory is bereft of spirit; others take a different
view. In her recent book, naturalist Lynn Haupt argues that it was Darwin’s
capacity for contemplative seeing that enabled him to penetrate the patterns
of life. Pope Benedict XVI, in his 2006 Easter Vigil homily, spoke thus:
“Christ’s Resurrection is something more, something different. If we may
borrow the language of the theory of evolution, it is the greatest ‘mutation,’
absolutely the most crucial leap into a totally new dimension that there
has ever been in the long history of life and its development: a leap into a
completely new order which does concern us, and concerns the whole of
history”  Our 2010 keynote speaker, Ilia Delio, OSE, will probe Benedict’s
insight even more deeply. Perhaps the poet Elizabeth Barrett Browning
hints at our theme most simply:

Earth’s crammed with heaven,

And every common bush afire with God;

But only (those) who see take off (their) shoes-
The rest sit round it and pluck blackberries,
And daub their natural faces unaware

More and more from the first similitude.

Our programs this fall explore various aspects of this, our evolving
universe. Even as we move forward on multiple fronts, we cannot forget
our “option for the poor.” The spirituality of Francis of Assisi, lover
of all creatures, prompts us to reverence our earth as it develops and
diminishes. The contemplative attitude of “staying awake” is a must if
we are to stay attuned to the Spirit’s unfolding presence on all levels of
life. And we need the courage of faith and the boldness of love to receive
“Christ in Evolution,” the never ending revelation of God that mirrors the
transformation of our own expanding consciousness. The invitation to
change is in us and around us! We need each other more than ever as we
move through these exciting and demanding times. Please gather with us so
that we can meet them together.

Sincerely,



