Bio 495 Senior Seminar 

Fall, 2005 ST232; MF 12:20 - 1:15

Instructor

Dr. Rick Gonzalez

Office

ST 483

Phone

x 4077

Email

gonzalez@sandiego.edu
Office hrs

MWF 11 – 12, MT 2:30 – 4:30

Course Requirements
Attendance
Attendance at all class meetings/seminars is mandatory.  Additionally, you are expected to attend any scheduled departmental seminars throughout the semester.  These will be announced in advance and will be held during the MWF 12:10 time period.  Absence from more than 1 or 2 classes will result in a significant grade penalty.

Seminar
Each student will be required to present a 20 - 25 minute long seminar on a suitable biology topic of his or her choice.  You should consult with your instructor concerning your choice of topic.  Whatever topic you choose it must be approved by your instructor well in advance of your first deadline.  There are generally two types of topics: reviews of research done to date on a particular topic, or presentation of a student’s own research.  The formats for these two types of talks differ somewhat and will be discussed in class.  Medical topics are discouraged, but may be acceptable as long as they are presented from a research perspective, not a clinical perspective.

Important Deadlines

First week of the semester – Choose a date for your senior seminar.  In the Bio Dept. office, ST 372, there is a calendar with senior seminar dates.  Write your name on one date (and only one date).  You may change your date during the first week, but after that you can only change dates with instructors approval.  If a student is not deemed ready to present on the day they are scheduled to present re-scheduling will result in the penalty of one letter grade.

Three weeks before the seminar - Each student must prepare a detailed outline and bibliography of their research topic.  The outline and bibliography should be handed into the instructor a day or so before this deadline and an appointment must be scheduled with the instructor to go over the outline.  Expect the meeting to last about 1 hour.  The outline should include drafts of any tables and/or figures, which might potentially be used, as well as drafts of any introductory, organizational or summary slides.  The more detailed the outline is at this point the better off you will be in the subsequent weeks.

Two weeks before the seminar - Each student must present to the instructor a more thorough outline of their seminar incorporating the suggestions of the instructor from the previous meeting, and together they should run-through the talk.  This should include a preliminary Powerpoint presentation.  The student should be prepared to read through their talk with the instructor.  Again, be sure to make an appointment in advance.

One week before the seminar - Each student must do at least one practice run-through of their talk with their instructor.  At this time, your Powerpoint presentation should be pretty much made, and the text of the talk finished.  This time should be used to polish the presentation.

One week before the seminar - Each student must submit a flier to the departmental secretary advertising his or her talk.  The flier should include title, presenter, time and place of talk.  The secretary will post the flyer on the board on the first floor of Serra Hall.

Day of the seminar - Each student will present a 20 - 25 minute seminar on the date they chose at the beginning of the semester.

Mini-Presentation
To give a small taste of what will be required in preparing and making a senior seminar early in the semester each student will be required to choose one paper from the primary scientific literature (that means no review papers or popular science articles) and present it to the class.  Before finalizing your selection it must be approved by the instructor.  This five-minute presentation should include the major point of the paper, the methodology used, the results and the author’s interpretations.  The paper may be on any research topic and need not have anything to do with the student’s seminar topic.  You may use overheads or Powerpoint to help with your presentation.

Assessment Test

In an effort to assess how well the Biology Department is doing in teaching the important biological concepts that we feel our students should master by graduation, we will administer a two-hour exam that will test your understanding of basic facts and concepts.  You will not be graded on this exam.  However, completion of the exam is required to receive a grade for the course.

Grading
Your grade in this course will break down as follows:

	Attendance/Participation
	20%

	Meeting Deadlines
	10%

	Seminar
	70%


Important Dates
	Date
	Topic

	Sept. 9
	First Day – Syllabus

	Sept. 12
	Choosing a topic

	Sept. 16
	How to present a seminar

	Sept. 19
	No Class

	Sept. 23 / Sept. 26
	Mini-Presentations

	Oct. 10 – Nov. 18
	Student seminars

	Dec. 3
	Assessment Exam*


*Participation mandatory

