Conservation Biology Lab
Biology 364
Spring 2006
Simovich

X4083

ST 369

simo@sandiego.edu
	Jan 30
	Intro to SD Vegetation Types, Field Trip (off campus) TPSR and Sites

	Feb 6
	Mapping and Field Techniques* (Tecolote)

	Feb 13
	Tracking Class – Penesquitos Preserve (off campus)

	Feb 20
	Tracking Class – Penesquitos Preserve (off campus)*

	Feb 27
	Golden Hill – set-up (off campus)

	Mar 6
	Golden Hill – transects (off campus)

	Mar 13
	Spring Break- no class

	Mar 20 
	Golden Hill – analysis and presentations

	Mar 27
	Grants Meeting (off campus)

	Apr 3
	Genetics Lab*

	Apr 10
	Wild Animal Park – endangered species captive breeding (off campus)*

	Apr 17
	Easter Monday- no class

	Apr 24
	Cadillac Desert video and discussion

	May 1
	Torrey Pines and Penasquitos Lagoon – preserve design and management (off campus)*

	May 8
	Tracking Presentations

	May 15
	South Bay Wetlands Preserve (off campus)


Assignments       



 Points

Tracking presentation (group)


30

Golden Hill vegetation presentation (group)
30
Lab/Field Assignments 5x10


50
Total




           110
20 points off for missing a lab or field trip

This syllabus is subject to change according to weather.  If it is raining we will go out in the field.  However, we will not if it is dangerous (e.g. lightning or flooding).

Required materials/equipment

· Field notebook, pencils, pens

· (USGS 7.5’ Quadrangles – Del Mar and La Jolla)
· Scientific calculator

· (Compass)
· Straight edge

· Camera -35mm, digital or disposable
· Day pack

· Long pants

· Long-sleeve shirt

· Hiking boots or sturdy sneakers

· Water bottle/canteen

· Poncho – honest!
(we will provide materials in parentheses)
Group Project –Golden Hill vegetation and water quality assessment: This is a highly disturbed urban canyon which a group of local volunteers is trying to restore. This project will include several parts.  We will,
· Visit the site to set up plant transects, map vegetation types, GPS important points and take water chemistry data.
· Visit the site again with the Bio 102 class to do plant surveys and collect survivorship data on replanted areas.

· Analyze data collected using EXCEL.

· Summarize the data including comparing disturbed, undisturbed and restored areas this year and to the same areas last year.

· Produce a list of recommendations.

· Present the information as a group power point presentation.

· This project will be repeated in subsequent years and the progress of restoration will be monitored. 
Group Project -Corridor Monitoring: The objective of the project will be to monitor use of wildlife corridor connections to Torrey Pines State Reserve.  The methodology used will be adapted from techniques developed by the San Diego Wildlife Tracking Team.  The surveys will be repeated during the semester.  Each team should visit their site at least four times with each member going at least twice.  The groups will present their findings during the final lab session as a Power Point presentation.  Each group will have 30 minutes to present their project as a power point presentation. All members of each group will participate in the presentation. Each presentation must include the following elements:

· A map of the wildlife corridor that shows its relationship to nearby core areas and identifies any important impediments to animal movement.

· A summary of the data and interpretation of its meaning.  Is the corridor being used?  By what species?  What factors encourage or discourage its use?  What are its prospects for the future?  How could it be improved?

· Copies of all data sheets will be submitted as well.

Additional Assignments- additional assignments, write-ups or work sheets will accompany the mapping and techniques lab, tracking practice and the field trips (* on syllabus).

