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The USD Advantage

Other supply chain management programs may share 
certain core curriculum elements, but the University  
of San Diego’s Master of Science in Supply Chain 
Management (MS-SCM) distinguishes itself in several 
exceptional ways. In October 2007, the MS-SCM became  

the first master’s degree program to receive approval by  

the prestigious Institute for Supply Management (ISM),  

the largest supply management association in the world. 

This professional stamp of approval was earned in part due 
to the innovative academic approach USD has developed to 
prepare students for success in this emerging field. 

The University of San Diego has helped to professionalize 
and shape the industry by providing supply chain 
management education to students at the undergraduate 
and graduate levels for more than 25 years. Given the 
university’s overarching commitment to a values-infused 
education, graduates of USD’s supply chain management 
program also walk away with another key marketplace 
advantage — a seamless integration of supply chain 
management knowledge combined with responsible 
leadership. Our graduates have a keen understanding  
of the power that supply chain management carries to 
affect positive change in an increasingly interconnected 
global economy. 



Two years that will change your life

Given the significant investment of resources and sacrifices 
that our students make to earn their master’s degrees, we 
work diligently to ensure that the education they receive is a 
transformative one. Successful students are those who learn  
as much about themselves while enrolled in the program as 
they do about the principles and practices of supply chain 
management.

D isti n c tiv e pro g r a m 

With this in mind, the ISM Approved MS-SCM has been designed as a highly personalized, 
relevant and rigorous learning experience for working professionals. Delivered over two 
12-month phases — with a two-month renewal break between — our approach incorporates 
a cohort-based format that stimulates lively exchange and teamwork among a group of diverse 
and committed professionals. We place a high emphasis on reflective learning, and all students 
produce their own personal learning portfolio and journal under the focused guidance of their 
individual program mentor. 

We deliver our program through a mix of online and on-campus learning to accommodate  
the many competing demands on working professionals’ time. Students can adapt their  
study patterns to suit their work and life commitments, as well as their specific interests and 
ambitions. Current students and alumni tell us that this “high-tech, high-touch” approach 
provides far more practical and relevant learning, greater interaction with experienced  
colleagues and much closer involvement with faculty than is offered in more traditionally 
structured programs. 

R e le vant cu r r i cu lum

Our curriculum is rich with practical examples, case studies, facility tours and real-life exercises, 
which serve to ground the theoretical principles of supply chain management in contemporary 
reality. To capitalize on their learning, students are provided with the opportunity to lead 
valuable organizational change in the integrative project courses which are expressly designed  
to deliver improvements to their organizations’ supply chains and achieve significant 
 bottom-line benefits. 

E xpe r i e n ce d facu lt y

Our faculty members have extensive experience in their fields of specialization and are  
dedicated to challenging students while guiding them through the intricacies of modern supply 
chain knowledge and practice. In addition to providing the skills needed in today’s complex 
supply chains, our dedication to student development through mentoring truly offers two years 
that will change your life.
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About the Program

The ISM Approved Master of Science in Supply Chain 
Management is a 36-unit program consisting of two phases. 
Completion of Phase I leads to the award of the Graduate 
Certificate in Supply Chain Management (GC-SCM). Students 
then have the option of matriculating into Phase II to complete 
the MS-SCM.

Se e th e Possi b i liti es

Phase I of the program concentrates on developing students’ knowledge and capability in the 
practice of evidence-based supply chain management. This involves understanding how supply 
chains operate and are managed, examining principles of world-class supply management, 
engaging in a thorough appreciation of the financial dimensions of supply chain costs and 
expanding project management skills. Phase I also provides a thorough grounding in the vital  
art of negotiation. 

D r iv e th e Chan g e

In the second phase of the program, students build on the knowledge they gained in Phase I 
to concentrate on developing capabilities to become effective and responsible leaders of change 
in supply chain management. This phase engages students in a critical development of their 
leadership, strategic change and global-influencing skills. Students learn how to meet suppliers 
where they are and work cooperatively with them to achieve maximum efficiency  
and profitability. 

“I believe the best part of this online program is the collaboration 

amongst the various students who come from all different 

backgrounds and experiences. I  recommend this program to those 

who want to be challenged and who want to receive more than a 

degree but a life- changing experience.”

Candice T. January ’04

“The facult y at the Universit y of San Diego is to be commended for 

an outstanding program that delivers real-world results as part 

of the program curriculum.” 

Dave Atkins, Director of global Supply Chain Execution,  

Northrop Grumman Corpor ation, Progr am Sponsor
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Marks of Distinction

Fle xi b le an d Pe r so naliz e d D e liv e ry

The MS-SCM employs a “high-tech, high-touch” approach by combining the benefits of online 
learning with the personalization of face-to-face instruction. Students come to campus three 
times per year to participate in interactive sessions with their co-learners and the faculty. 
The MS-SCM encourages students to critically evaluate how they learn and to reflect on both 
the subject matter and the way in which they interpret it. By doing this, students gain deeper 
insights.

Appli e d Le ar n i n g

The MS-SCM focuses heavily on applied learning by encouraging students to incorporate course 
principles and concepts into their organizations to generate greater efficiency and profitability. 
Faculty members are well-equipped to support this applied learning approach given their 
extensive experience as global industry leaders and consultants. 

E xpan d e d Pro fessi o nal N e t wo r k

The MS-SCM is a cohort-based, lock-step program involving collaborative teamwork and peer 
support in which students build valuable relationships with their co-learners that last a lifetime. 
Likewise, the alumni network provides a platform for life-long collaboration, exchange of ideas 
and resource-sharing opportunities. 

ISM Approv e d

As the largest supply management institute in the world, the mission of ISM is to lead supply 
management. By executing and extending its mission through education, research, standards 
of excellence, influence building and information dissemination, ISM continues to extend the 
global impact of supply management. ISM’s membership base includes more than 40,000 supply 
management professionals in 75 countries. Supply management professionals are responsible 
for trillions of dollars in the purchases of products and services annually. By obtaining the ISM 
Approved Master of Science in Supply Chain Management, students have a unique opportunity 
to become a part of this influential community of leaders.

“I cannot thank the wonderful staff enough as well as the 

professors and teachers who have taught me so much. If I  can give 

back just a piece of what I have taken away, then I will be content.”

Joe Sepulveda ’04 

“This program has been a wonderful learning experience for me.   

It helped me to achieve many of my personal goals, as well as find  

a new position.”  

Ruthy Acevedo ‘08
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E lig i b i lit y

•		Bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university 	
•		Minimum two years of appropriate work experience 

I n qu i r i e s

Go to: www.sandiego.edu/msscm	
E-mail: msscm@sandiego.edu	
Phone: (619) 260-4894

Adm issi o ns Pro cess

Our admissions staff guides prospective students through 
every step of the admissions process, from questions about 
the application packet to the admissions interview. 

Fi nan cial Ai d 

Flexible payment plans can be established for individuals 
whether they are self-sponsored or utilizing corporate 
reimbursement programs.



school of business administration
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