
 
New Faculty Directory 

2009-2010 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
It is with great pleasure that we welcome 30 new full-time faculty to the 
University of San Diego. This is one of the most internationally diverse and 
academically qualified groups of new faculty ever to join USD. These 
accomplished educators and scholars hail from 11 different countries and come 
to us from very highly regarded academic institutions. They will play an 
important role, along with the colleagues who attracted them, in building and 
strengthening areas of strategic importance to our Schools and the College, as 
each unit seeks to advance its own academic reputation and thus in turn 
continues to attract outstanding students and faculty. 
 
I invite all members of the USD community to get acquainted with their new 
colleagues. It is my hope that this directory will help promote and encourage 
collaboration and interaction among various departments and Schools on 
campus. In this way, we strive to promote innovation and excellence in 
teaching and research. 
 
I hope you enjoy meeting the new faculty and that you will be supportive 
mentors to and colleagues with them as they establish their careers at USD in a 
welcoming and productive environment. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
 
 
Julie H. Sullivan, PhD 
Executive Vice President and Provost 
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NAME DEPARTMENT/SCHOOL  PAGE NUMBER 
 
Anderson, Rae Physics Department 3 

Barry, Jordan School of Law 3 

Bates, Kenneth School of Business Administration 3 

Bell, Abraham School of Law 4 

Benz, Lauren Chemistry and Biochemistry Department 4 

Bosyy, Pavlo Theatre Arts Department 4 

Burgos, Carlos Languages and Literatures Department 5 

Chambers, Ray Theatre, Graduate Program 5 

Copeland, Thomas School of Business Administration 5 

Devers, Christopher School of Leadership and Education Sciences 6 

Fu, May Ethnic Studies Program 6 

Gross, Aaron Theology and Religious Studies Department 6 

Ingram, Rebecca Languages and Literatures Department 7 

Khraim, Fadi Hahn School of Nursing and Health Science 7 

Komjathy, Louis Theology and Religious Studies Department 7 

López-Pérez, Daniel Art Department 8 

Martin, Ian School of Leadership and Education Sciences 8 

Martinez, Rose Linda School of Leadership and Education Sciences 8 

McDougal, Topher Joan B. Kroc School of Peace Studies 9 

McKeon, Ryan School of Business Administration 9 

Nash, Erika School of Leadership and Education Sciences 9 

Ngo, Truc Engineering Programs 10 

Nunn, Lisa Sociology Department 10 

Phillips, Jillian School of Business Administration 10 

Sah, Vivek School of Business Administration 11 

Sarter, Barbara Hahn School of Nursing and Health Science 11 

Sichelman, Ted School of Law 11 

Skerrett, Karen Hahn School of Nursing and Health Science 12 

Urden, Linda Hahn School of Nursing and Health Science 12 

Vander Elst, Stefan English Department 12 
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Rae Anderson 
 
Assistant Professor of Physics 
College of Arts and Sciences 
PhD, Physics 
University of California, San Diego 
 
Shiley Center for Science and Technology 278 
(619) 260- 8867 
randerson@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research Interests: Single-molecule biophysics, 

polymer physics, DNA dynamics and intermolecular forces, HIV-I RNA-protein 
interactions, optical tweezers, fluorescence techniques, interdisciplinary scientific research. 
 
 
Jordan Barry 

 
Assistant Professor of Law 
School of Law 
JD, Stanford Law School 
 
Starting Spring 2010 
 
 
Academic/Research Interests:  Business associations, 
including agency and partnerships, corporations, business 
planning; Taxation, Federal, including income tax, corporate tax, 

partnerships & LLCs; Contracts; Law and economics. 
 
 
Kenneth Bates 

 
Assistant Professor of Marketing 
School of Business Administration 
PhD, Marketing 
University of Arkansas 
 
Olin Hall 338 
(619) 260-2220 
kbates@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research Interests:  Nutrition knowledge and 

motivation; Information processing; Consumer culture worldviews and the effects of 
mortality salience on consumption preferences. 

mailto:randerson@sandiego.edu�
mailto:kbates@sandiego.edu�
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Abraham Bell 
 
Professor 
School of Law 
SJD, Harvard Law School 

 
Starting Spring 2010 

 
 

Academic/Research Interests: Property law, especially theories 
of property, copyright and takings; Economic analysis of law, 
particularly public choice, institutional analysis and property 

rights; International law, particularly sovereignty, laws of war and international institutions. 
 
 

Lauren Benz 
 
Clare Boothe Luce Assistant Professor 
College of Arts and Sciences 
PhD, Chemistry 
University of California, Santa Barbara 
 
Shiley Center for Science and Technology 378 
(619) 260-4117 
laurenbenz@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research Interests: Understanding how reactions 

occur over surfaces at the atomic/molecular level; Exploring the reactivity of supported 
nanostructured materials such as nanoclusters and nanoporous frameworks. 
 
 

Pavlo Bosyy 
 
Assistant Professor of Theatre 
College of Arts and Sciences 
MFA, Scenography 
Ohio University 
 
Camino Hall 156 
(619) 260-8821 
bosyy@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research Interests: Theatre design and direction; 

History of theatre; Design and research for museum exhibits; History of Central Ukraine, 
British history, Ukrainian architecture; Baroque and classical music; Ukrainian-British 
industrial relationship; Artistic and historical phenomena emerging on the verge of different 
cultures. 

mailto:laurenbenz@sandiego.edu�
mailto:bosyy@sandiego.edu�
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Carlos Burgos 
 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Spanish 
College of Arts and Sciences 
PhD, Spanish Language and Literature 
Stanford University 
 
Founders Hall 139A 
(619) 260-2740 
burgos@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research interests:  Nineteenth and twentieth 

century Latin American literature and politics; Travel writing; Film; Histories and theories of 
globalization; Critical articulations of literature and philosophy. 
 
 
Ray Chambers 

 
Associate Professor  
Old Globe/USD Graduate Theatre Program 
BS, Ball State University 
Internship Program, Young Globe Company 
Old Globe Theatre, San Diego 
 
Camino Hall 174 
(619) 260-2782 
raychambers@sandiego.edu 
 

Academic/Research Interests: English Renaissance verse in performance; Historical and 
contemporary acting techniques; Greek through 19th century. 
 
 
Thomas Copeland 

 
Distinguished Clinical Professor of Financial Economics 
School of Business Administration 
PhD, Business and Applied Economics  
University of Pennsylvania 
 
Olin Hall 219 
(619) 260-2917 
tcopeland@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research Interests:  Valuation; Real options; Stock 

splits; Theory of the bid-ask spread; Theory of trading volume; Non-synergistic acquisition; 
Capital efficiency. 

mailto:burgos@sandiego.edu�
mailto:raychambers@sandiego.edu�
mailto:tcopeland@sandiego.edu�
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Christopher Devers 
 
Assistant Professor of Learning and Teaching 
School of Leadership and Education Sciences 
PhD, Curriculum and Instruction 
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
 
Mother Rosalie Hill Hall 245 
(619)260-7671 
devers@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research interests:  Diversity; Learning; 

Technology in Education.  
 
 
May Fu 

 
Assistant Professor of Ethnic Studies 
College of Arts and Sciences 
PhD, Ethnic Studies 
University of California, San Diego 
 

Camino Modular Office 108 
(619) 260 2214 
mfu@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research interests:  Race and social movements; 

Womyn of color feminisms; Asian American radicalism; Gender and labor; Oral history; 
Comparative ethnic studies. 
 
 
Aaron Gross 

 
Assistant Professor of Theology and Religious Studies 
College of Arts and Sciences 
PhD, Religious Studies 
University of California, Santa Barbara 
 
Maher Hall 292 
(619) 260-7412 
aarongross@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research interests:  The question of the animal and 

religion; Dietary practices; Subjectivity and ethics in Jewish and South Asian traditions. 
 

mailto:devers@sandiego.edu�
mailto:mfu@sandiego.edu�
mailto:aarongross@sandiego.edu�
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Rebecca Ingram 
 
Assistant Professor of Spanish  
College of Arts and Sciences 
PhD, Romance Studies 
Duke University 
 

Founders Hall 132 
(619) 260-2716 
rei@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research interests: Nineteenth and twentieth-

century Peninsular cultural studies and literature; Culinary and gastronomical discourses; 
Feminist theory and theories of consumer culture. 
 
 
Fadi Khraim 

 
Assistant Professor of Nursing 
Hahn School of Nursing and Health Science 
PhD, Nursing 
University at Buffalo, State University of New York 
 
Hahn School of Nursing 227 
(619) 260-4571 
fadikhraim@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research interests: Health care seeking behavior in 

acute illness and coronary artery disease electrophysiology. 
 
 
Louis Komjathy 

 
Assistant Professor of Theology and Religious Studies 
College of Arts and Sciences 
PhD, Religious Studies  
Boston University 
 
Maher Hall 290 
(619) 260-4009 
Komjathy@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research interests:  Daoism (Taoism); Chinese 

religions; Comparative mysticism; Contemplative practice; Asian religions in America. 

mailto:rei@sandiego.edu�
mailto:fadikhraim@sandiego.edu�
mailto:Komjathy@sandiego.edu�
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Daniel López-Pérez 
Assistant Professor of Art 
College of Arts and Sciences 
PhD Candidate, Architecture 
Princeton University 
 
Camino Hall 46 
(619) 260-2280 
dlp@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research interests:  Architectural design as 
research, with an emphasis on a transversal relationship between 

architectural form and its performance. Research focuses on issues of typology, systems, 
structure, program, use, spatial concepts, affects, infrastructure and the urban environment. 
Architectural history, historiography, and the history of technology are also areas of research. 
 
 

Ian Martin 
Assistant Professor of Counseling 
School of Leadership and Education Sciences 
EdD, Leadership and Policy in School Counseling 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
 
Mother Rosalie Hill Hall 215E 
(619) 260-7612 
imartin@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research interests:  Collaborative school level 
projects focused on intervention results and/or programmatic 

outcomes; School counseling programs, program evaluation, leadership and policy; State and 
national level research on school counseling.  
 
 

Rose Linda Martinez 
Visiting Associate Professor 
School of Leadership and Education Sciences 
EdD, Administrative Leadership  
Vanderbilt University 
 
Mother Rosalie Hill Hall 275C 
(619) 260-4213 
Martinez@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research interests:  International educational 
leadership; Developmental attributes of leadership and the 

creative/artistic methodologies that can be used to expand both the imagination and 
thinking skills of leaders.  

mailto:dlp@sandiego.edu�
mailto:imartin@sandiego.edu�
mailto:Martinez@sandiego.edu�
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Topher McDougal 
 
Instructor of Peace Studies 
Joan B. Kroc School of Peace Studies 
PhD candidate, International Economic Development 
International Development Group 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
 
Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice 275 
(619) 260-7927 
tlm@sandiego.edu 
 

Academic/Research interest:  Conflict economics; Adaptability of economic institutions 
and private firms during civil war; Property rights regimes in the context of ethnic tension. 
 
 

Ryan McKeon 
 
Assistant Professor of Finance 
School of Business Administration 
PhD, Finance 
University of Georgia 
 
Olin Hall 340 
(619) 260-7868 
rmckeon@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research Interests:  Asset pricing; Behavioral 

finance; Fund performance and derivative products and markets. 
 
 

Erika Nash 
 
Assistant Professor of Counseling 
School of Leadership and Education Sciences 
PhD, Counselor Education 
University of Missouri, St. Louis 
 
Mother Rosalie Hill Hall 215G 
(619) 260-4288 
enash@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research Interests:  Developing school counseling 
curriculum and programs that focus on working successfully with 

minority students; Developing meta-cognitive skills curriculum for professional school 
counselors; Improving student achievement using a comprehensive school counseling 
program; School counselor supervision; Play therapy. 

mailto:tlm@sandiego.edu�
mailto:rmckeon@sandiego.edu�
mailto:enash@sandiego.edu�
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Truc Ngo 
 
Assistant Professor of Engineering 
Engineering Programs 
PhD, Chemical Engineering 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
 
Loma Hall 221 
(619) 260-8824 
tngo@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research Interests:  Materials and processes 

involving polymers and composites; Supercritical fluids; Solar technology, and 
nanotechnology. 
 
 
Lisa Nunn 

 
Assistant Professor of Sociology 
College of Arts and Sciences 
PhD, Sociology 
University of California, San Diego 
 
Serra Hall 220 
(619) 260- 7427 
lnunn@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research Interests:  Sociology of Education; 

Organizations; Cultural Sociology; Gender and Sexuality; Identity; Social Psychology. 
 
 
Jillian Phillips 

 
Assistant Professor in Accountancy 
School of Business Administration 
PhD, Business Administration 
University of Central Florida 
 
Olin Hall 336 
(619) 260-2790 
phillips@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research Interests: Judgment and decision-making 

research in auditing and financial reporting; Auditor litigation; Investor decisions. 

mailto:tngo@sandiego.edu�
mailto:lnunn@sandiego.edu�
mailto:phillips@sandiego.edu�
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Vivek Sah 
 
Assistant Professor of Real Estate 
PhD, Real Estate 
Georgia State University 
 
Alcala West, Avila 109 
(619) 260-7832 
viveksah@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research Interests: REITs; Real Estate Mutual 
Funds; Behavioral Real Estate. 

 
 
Barbara Sarter 

 
Associate Professor of Nursing 
Hahn School of Nursing and Health Science 
PhD, Nursing Research and Theory Development 
New York University 
 
Hahn School of Nursing 229 
(619) 260-4577 
bsarter@sandiego.edu  
 

Academic/Research Interests: Nutrition and chronic disease 
prevention/treatment; Integrative health care; Homeopathic treatment; Clinical cancer 
genetics. 
 
 

Karen Skerrett 
 
Associate Professor of Nursing 
Hahn School of Nursing and Health Science 
PhD, Human Development 
University of Chicago 
 
Hahn School of Nursing 222 
(619) 260-7526 
kskerrett@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research Interests:  Strategies of relationship 

enhancement, cultivation of resilience in families and organizations, the impact of chronic 
illness and disability on couples and families and the development of meaning systems in 
individuals and couples as an aspect of positive health maintenance. 

mailto:viveksah@sandiego.edu�
mailto:bsarter@sandiego.edu�
mailto:kskerrett@sandiego.edu�
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Ted Sichelman 
 
Assistant Professor of Law 
School of Law 
JD, Harvard Law School 
 
Guadalupe Hall 105 
(619) 260-7512 
tsichelman@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research Interests:  Intellectual property law, 
especially patents; Law and entrepreneurship; Venture capital; 

Litigation and procedure; Empirical legal studies; Law and economics; Computational 
methods in law; Game theory. 
 
 
Linda Urden  

 
Professor and Executive Nurse Leader Program Coordinator 
Hahn School of Nursing and Health Science 
DNSc, University of San Diego 
 
Hahn School of Nursing 201 
(619) 260-2711 
urden@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research Interests:  Healthcare organizational 
culture; Transformational cultures; Outcomes of Magnet 

designated facilities; Clinical Nurse Specialist outcomes; Healthcare organizations and safety 
cultures. 
 
 
Stefan Vander Elst 

 
Assistant Professor of English 
College of Arts and Sciences 
PhD, Comparative Literature 
Princeton University 
 
Founders Hall 171C 
(619) 260-8946 
sve@sandiego.edu 
 
Academic/Research Interests:  Middle English literature, 

especially Chaucer and fourteenth-century English romance, literature, rhetoric, and 
propaganda of the later crusades; Literary representations of medieval politics. 

mailto:tsichelman@sandiego.edu�
mailto:urden@sandiego.edu�
mailto:sve@sandiego.edu�

