Course Schedule For Section 01

Ecology & Environmental Biology 

Lab/Field

Biology 112l                        /            University of San Diego              /                               Fall  2013
Overview & Objectives

The Lab/Field portion of this course will provide students with the opportunity to explore and learn about the diversity of natural biotic communities of Southern California. We accomplish this by taking field trips to several different sites (habitats) where we investigate the diversity of organisms that occur there. We will examine the environmental factors (stresses) that affect organism diversity, as well as adaptations of organisms that allow for success in particular habitats. Various important ecological and environmental issues related to each type of habitat will be discussed.  The laboratory includes a Saturday or Sunday field trip to the mountains and desert of eastern San Diego County. 

Schedule  (note that this schedule is different from Section 02)
	Week
	Date
	
Topic

	1
	Sep
 4

	Introduction / Safety Orientation


	2
	Sep
11

	Climate & Biomes

[Chapters 5 (pp 97-104) & 9 (pp 206-212) in Cunningham text]

	3
	Sep
18


	Coastal Sage Scrub

(Tecolote Canyon)

	4
	Sep
25

	Sea Cliffs / Coastal Bluff

(Torrey Pines State Park)

	6
	Oct
 9
	Chaparral / Fire Ecology

(Dos Picos County Park)

	8
	Oct
23
	Lab Exam 1  (Coastal Sage, Chaparral, Sea Cliffs)


	9
	Oct
30
	Intro to Marine & Wetland Environments [Chapter 5 (pp 105-110)]
Biodiversity [Chapter 5 (pp110-122)]

	*9
	*Nov       3
(Sun 8:00 am)
	*Day Trip - Mountains & Desert

(Anza Borrego State Park)

	10
	Nov
 6


	Wetlands – Estuary & Salt Marsh

(Famosa Slough & Dog Beach)

	11
	Nov
13


	Rocky Shore Intertidal 

(Bird Rock)

	12
	Nov
20

	Lab Exam 2  (Mountains & Desert; Rocky Shore; Wetlands)

	14
	Dec
 4
	Discussions / Debates


	15
	Dec
11
	Discussions / Debates



*This is an all-day trip to Cuyamaca & Anza Borrego State Parks. You will need to bring lunch & water for a day trip.  

Lab Exams & Grading


Your lab/field work will constitute about 35% or your total course grade.  This will be based on a total of 150 points on lab practicals and 25 points for discussion and debate. (Note that missing the all-day field trip will result in a zero for 1/3 of the lab grade.)
